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THE 


PREFACE 


HE whole Scripture is a Field, 
wherein Rich Treaſures of 
. Wiſdom and Knowledge are 

hid, 4rd yet not bid ſo, but that 

they may be found and poſſeſs, 
by thoſe that ſeck and ſearch for them, as ſuch, 
in a due Manner, and to right Ends. How far 
it may be allowed, to make Compariſons be- 
tween one part of Scripture and another, and pre- 
ferr one before another, I am not now concern'd 
to determine or enquire ;, but conſidering how wve- 
ry inſtrudive all the Words of our Lord were, 
and bow much valuable Truth hath been often 
brought forth by. the elaborate Diſcuſſion of a ſin- 
gle Sentence, 1 bave ſometimes wonder'd, that 
this piece of Holy Ground, bath remained hi- 
therto in ſo great a meaſure untoucht, when it 
deſerves ſo well to be broken up by the moſt able 
and skilful Hand ;, for if I had met with any ſuch 
endeavours of that kind, as the peculiarity of 

| A 3 the 


=—_— SER, =,24.; « 
5 * SSL & S ABI... ous 
"a1 313. Fe . pre - 


EE, YES TO : 
et? v2 1 > + 


0 AGO with ee ents” 


The Preface. 


the Subje# ſeems to call for, this poor Service of 
mine had been never undertaken, 

Nor did I deſygn, long after the firſt underta- 
king, that it ſhould be made thus Publick 5 but 
It ſhould have breath'd it's laſt in the Pulpit, 
if my own Inclinations and Purpoſes could have 
prevail d againſt the repeated and undeniable Re- 
queſts of ſeveral other Perſons, However I am 
ſo far defended againſt the Cenſures, which this 
performance may meet with from- Enemies of all 
ſorts, that none can bave meaner thoughts of it, 
than I bave my ſelf, even while I am over-ruPd 
to offer it to the World ;, And 1 account it a real 
Mercy, as well as my ſpecial Duty, to go thro 
every Work of God, with a juſt Senſe of my own 
uuworthineſs and unfitneſs for it ;, to whom, I am 
Convined, Thoſe wery bumble Confeſſions of 
Holy Agur, at the beginning of a remarkable 
Propheſie, Prov. 30. 2, 3. are more ſtrictly ap- 
plicable, than to the moſs. 

What there is of humane Infirmity and mi- 
ſtake in the Management of the Points here ſpo- 
ken to, I bope, the ſincere Friends of Religion 
will charitably excuſe and. overlook ;, what there 
is of God, hath a right to be receiy'd and im- 
prod, as coming from him, notwithſtanding 
the diſadvantage of it's Delivery ;, for excel- 
lent Oil ſhoxld bear the deſerved Price in our 
eſteem, not only, when *tis emptied out of a 
golden Pipe ( as #n the Prophet's Viſion ) Zech. 
4. 12, But even tho it be as it is here, conveyd 
in Lead, 

I bavye been carried by the Stream of our 
Lord's Diſcourſe in this Place, to lay open much 
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of the Nature, and inſiſt particularly on ſome of 
the Aggravations, of Hell-torments ; which 
beſides their uſeful tendency to the awakening 
of thoſe that are ſtupid and ſecure, lying as up- 
on the top of a Maſt, over that burning Lake, 
may nob be unprofitable to the moſk ſo.nd and 
eſtabliſht Believers, who from hence will ſee the 
more abundant Cauſe of thankfulneſs to God for 
the unſpeakable Gift of Jeſus Chriſt, and of 
rejoycing and triumphing in bim, as their Deli- 
verer from ſuch a woful State, The Glorious 
Sun of Righteouſneſs having put out this 
Fire, ought certainly to be the more pleaſant to 
them whom be is riſen upon, and who Expe- 
rience the Benefit of healing in his Wings 
there being not one Saint in Heaven, or in Earth, 
but what may truly ſay, © All this Miſery bad 
© been my Everlaſting Lot among the worſt of 
& Sinners, if the Eternal Son of God had not 
& been made Sin, and a Curſe for me. 

If God will wouchſafe his Bleſſing upon what 
is written here, for the accompliſhing of ſo good 
Effedts, I ſhall have ( that which 1 covet a- 
bove all the Proſperity of the World ) Where- 
of I may Glory through Jeſus Chriſt, in 
things pertaining to God ; Rom. 15. 17. 
For undoubtedly the ſucceſs of our Labours, ts 
onr moſt ſolid Reputation, and that Author hath 
the beſt and preateſk Name, whoſe Writings 
are of moſt advantage to the Souls of Men, 
And therefore, tho in the Preaching of the fol- 
lowing Sermons, I thought not of therr having 
any other Impreſſion than on the Hearts of the 
Hearers, I do now profeſs my earneſt Defare, 
that 
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that they may be Printed over again, «por. the 

Mind o; every Reader; leaving my ſolemn 

Supplication at the Throne of Grace, "hes this 
may be done by the Finger of God. 


OdGob. 26. . 
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DISCOURSES 


Upon the 


RICH MAN 


AND 


Lazarus. 


SERMON LI 


Luke xvi. x1x. 
There was a certain Rich Man, who was 


clothed in Purple and fine Linen, who 
fared ſumptuouſly every Day. 


Ntending to go over the whole re- 
mainder of this Chapter, it will be re- 
quiſite to ſpeak ſomething to it, by 
way of Introdudtion, in the general, 
It is much Diſputed among Interpre- 

ters, Whether this be a Parable or an Hiſtory, 
ſome arguing, for the one, and ſome for the 

other ; but there is a third ſort, which go a 
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[ 2 ] 
middle way, to accommodate this difference, 
by underſtanding it as a mixture of both ; 
#,.e. a kind of Parabolical Hiſtory, or Hiſtorical 
Parable. It may be partly a Narrative of 
matter of Fa, and partly illuſtrated with ci- 
cumſtantial additions, which are not to be 
look'd upon as real things, nor ſtretch'd too 
far beyond the main deſagn:, tho \every paſl- 
age will afford us proper inſtructions, as we 
ſhall ſee in the progreſs ( if the Lord will. ) 
The ground-work of all reſembles that of 
Nathan's Parable to David, 2 Sam. 12. 1. 
There were two Men in one City, the one Rich 
and the other Poor. So here, the perſons whom 
this Diſcourſe hath a relation, were, a Rich 
and a Poor Man, remarkably diſtinguiſht one 


' from the other, by their Condition, not only 


in this World, but in the next. 

This 19th 2 contains a CharaQer of the 
former ; and what is ſaid concerning him, re- 
fers to two things, his Apparel, and his Diet. 
1. His Apparel : [There was a certain rich man, 
who was clothed in Purple and fine Linen. ] Such 
was the uſual Garb of the greateſt Perſons. 
The Kings of Midian had their Purple Rai- 
ment, - Judg. 8. 26. So Mordecai, when he 
went out from the Preſence of the King in _ 
Royal Apparel, is deſcribed with a Garment 
of fine Linen and Purple, Efth. 8. 15. When 
they led Orr Lord about as a Mock-Prince, 
they clothed him with Purple, Mark 15. 17. 
and fine Linen and Purple, are mentioned as 
the Robes of Babylon the great, Rev. 18. 16. 
2. His Diet, [and fared ſumptuorfly every 4g.] 

the 
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the Words ſignifie, that he made merry, and 
that he lived ſplendidly. 1. He made merry; fo 
the ſame Word is -render'd in a like Caſe, 
Lake 12. 19. Take thine eaſe, eat, drink and be 
merry. His Exceſſes were attended with a Jo- 
vial Frame; and the Song of Fools was the 
Muſick at his Table. 2: He lved ſplendidly ; 
he ſtudied Pomp and Magnificence, Gallantry 
and State ; and ſo abundance of needleſs coſt 
was beſtowed, and much Treaſure vainly 
waſted to a ſinful end: The aggravation of 
which was, that he did'it day by day; it was 
not now and then, like Nabal's Feaſt, upon 
a rare and extraordinary occaſion ; but it 
was his conſtant, cuſtomary praftice, with- 
out any intermiſſion ; like thoſe Drunkards in 
the Prophet, who ſaid, To Morrow ſhall be 
as this Day, Iſa. 56. 12. 


Obſerv. Pride and Luxiry are ſuch abuſes 
of Worldly Riches, as Worldly Men are ye- 
ry incident to. It was not this Man's /r, 
that he was rich ; for *tis poſlible to be 
rich in this World, and rich towards God 
too: And the Bleſſing of the Lord mak- 
eth ſome rich ; therefore we may be in- 
nocently ſo. Nor was it his ſin, to be 
clothed according to his Quality, or to 
feed in a proportionable manner : Our 
Lord ſpeaks of thoſe that are in Kings 
Courts, and ſuch like places, as being gor- 
geouſly apparelled, and living delicately, 
without paſling any cenſure, Luke 7.25. 
f.e. gorgeouſly and delicately, in compa- 
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ſervice. Here 


Fixſe, Til ſhew wherein this Pride and Luxu- 
ry conſiſt. 

Secondly, How Worldly Riches are abuſed 
by 9, det os & 


Thirdly, Whence it is that Worldly>Men 
are ſo. 1ncident to them. VO! 

Firſt, Wherein this Pride and Luxary' con- 
ſiſt,*' It will be beſt to open each of them di- 
ſtinaly. | | 

1, Wherein this Pride conſiſts. (1.) Tho 
it do not conſiſt in rich Attire it ſelf, yet it lies 
in the affe&ation of it. Rich Attire 1s as ſuit- 
able to perſons of large Eſtates, as the plain- 
eſt and-courſeſt is to thoſe that are. of aa in- 


feriour degree, and may as lawfully be worn ; 


but- none can affe# it, without fin. long 
as the heart is kept from going out after theſe 
things, "tis well ; but a fond inclination to 
them, + makes us- guilty ; as the Jews are faid 
to dote” upon the imapes of the Chaldeans, men 
pourtrayed ' with Vermilion, exceeding in Dyed 
- Attire upon their Heads, | Exck: 23 14, 15, 16. 
There are Three: ways eſpecially, whereby 
this /anful affetation is diſcover'd. (1.) By 


the extravagant coſtlineſs of Apparel ;+ when !' 
\ perſons | 
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) not how. much. is ſwallowed. up. 
oy in a particular. Garment, or when 
z ſubſtance of an ample Revenue is put, on, 
at ance... To go to the utmoſt of what a man 
may conveniently allow, and much more to. 

oe the meaſure, is a Mark of the proud # 
Sperit.; for humility would rather teach 'us to 
come. ſhort, and be content with ſomewhat. 
tels... (2.) It appears often. by the. anity. and 
gawdimeſs, A grave. and decent babit, as well 
as behayiour, is. the.duty and. praQtice of all 
that are not puffed up by a fleſbly mind. The 
Apoſtle, who would have men to lift uþ boly 
bands, requires. in like ytanner ( walyws) that 
women. ſhould adorn themſelues- in modeſt  Appa- 
rel, with ſhamefac'tneſs and ſowrieyy, 1 Timm. 2, 
8, 9 . This is as neceſſary an a&t of obedience, 
as Prayer is an at of worſhip, . Siſera's Mother 
was exceeding eager, that her Son-ſhould re- 
turn with a Prey of  devers colours ; for it is 
thr.ce re id, Tug. 5. 30. which indeed 
was more becoming an Heathen General, thn 
a. ſerious Chriſtian. One would think, that ſuch 
gay. Feathers ſhould be little coveted, by them 
that would not be counted by God. (like his 
beritage of old, Jerem..12. 9.) as-4 ſpeckled 
Bird. (3.) By the waridy and abundance. 
Five changes. of Raiment were thought a very 
liberal Portion for Benjamiz, a pechliar Fa- 
yourite,. when Joſeph made himſelf known to 
his »bretbrez;. and the reſt had not ſo much; 
Gen. 45.22. Cheſts of rich Appare] were 
the Merchbandize of Tyre, Exh. 27.24. But 
when vaſt Wardrebes are the poſſeſſion of bo; 
B 3 £40 
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e perſon, that they thay daily comme forth 

gh Dreſs, it betrays ' an Haughtineſs not 

to be excugd, | 

2, It conſiſts in mens walumg & Kerns 
upon this ſcore: As if what borrow 
from the backs or bowels of other creatyres, 
could really commend then; or add __ 
to them, * It is the abſurdeſt folly: to [ orole 
it ; for while we were i bonour, and retain'd 
our integrity, we neither had, nor needed 
any couermng 3 and after that, when God made 
coats of ins for our firſt parents to clothe 
them with, Ger. 3. 21. the World was in a 
leſs depraved condition than now, in the judg- 
ment of Chriſt himſelf, Solomon ir all bis glory, 
was not arayed like the Lillies of the field, Matth. 
6. 29. Nature beſtows richer Garments up- 
on many things, than Art can upon vs, ' Be- 
ſides, unleſs the Sout be as well furniſht and 
adorn'd within, theſe s are bur like noble 
Trappings on the Aſſes Back, which ſerve to 
render the filly Beaſt ridiculous, And 'yet 
notwithſtanding the abfurdity, itis too com- 
mon for men to magnifie themſelves, and 
ſwell in their own imaginations, meerly | be- 
cauſe their outſides are tiner clad than other 
mens, 

3. It conſiſts in' the contemning of thbſe 
that are below them, and fall ſhort of 
them. in this ref The man in vile 
raiment is bidden, to fat under their footftoo} 
James 2. 3, or not permitted to come -//o 
reqr;, either quite overlookt, or look't upon 
with ſcorn, and with diſdain, as an object _ 
S 
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2 good for their lofiy- Eye, This ſhews, 


Pride is 1a full-Domunion , which blinds 
from. conſidering, how precious and 
le. any Member, of Chriſt, tho-in Rags 
mult needs' be 40 its: glorious Heads how na- 
kedneſs. it elf; does} not! ſeparate from bis love, 
$..35-1 God 3nd or behold a depie afar 


F 


4. It-canſiſts in Ea about. their 
Apparel, :as to that which is of leaſt-ſignifi- 


cationand im x [08:NOnE ata}. Tis 
Pride which 15 — and-root: of: this : 
Particularly, (1, 2 baxe ormameny 1$:pre- 


fexr'd tor real ng fo a leſſer 'end 
made:-ta exclude a greatgr;  The/Rich:Man's 
fine Lamen is not ſo uſeful for warmth, and; yet 
Pride will hardly, conſult that. in the coldeſt 
ſeaſon; but Life;muſt- rather be hazarded, 
than. Fancy; be denied, '(2.) When every 
Faſhwonable: PunRtilio-1is-judg'd a neceſſary or- 
nament. It. was a ſingvlar advantage to the 
Iſraektes 1g the re yo their raiment 
waxed wot old upon years, Deut. 
B. 4.: But how uneaſte cond ro La been to 
many, nalefs it had undergone abave twice 
tbat number of - alterations in ſuch a compaſs, 
that even the making of it ſo often new, might 
haye.been enough'to wear 1t out ; (3; N: When 
$00 great a part of our time and "care is. taken 
up about ſich trifling 'matters,. The Proud 
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are mach more acctifate'in their Dreſs, than 
in their Devotion; COPAGS as tl ' Ha- 


bit, very ies "el 7, That 
which requires - moſt thoughts and þ - is-put 
off 7h fn Bemmmmntmorg res the 


frwet hath com- 


2, Wherein this Luxury coat 1- Tho 
it Go hoe contin the ak of a full Table, 
yet it does in the —_— it with conſtant 
* ſuperfiuities. The 
ne at. once, er , Air and anne. is all 

aq to 1v an Epicure's be ®: <a 

yet he Luſt be a very large Tnter- 

—_ who ſhould reckon all this 2o'be in- 
cluded "in that Petition "which Chriſt | hath 
owe ny ifor daily bead.” Now it ſeems ve- 
ry queſtionable, Abather we may allow our 
ſelves to make' a Trade of conſuming ' and de- 
vouring, what we are [niot- allow #] to-pray 
for; it we ſhobld asb amiſs, in! craving ſo 
much from God, is it-'not amiſs to commit 
ſuch bayock among the good things of God, 
without asking'? - The Scripture ſpeaks in- 
deed of neceſſary food, Fob 23.'12. (Nay, it 
goes ocs farther, to food conventent, Prov. 30. 8. 
to tranſgr eſs all the bounds and-.meaſures 
both of pa” ity and convenience, by a ſetled 
cuſtom of profuſeneſs,. is what” God condemns, 
2, In a contriv/d indilping of their own ap- 
petites, Plain and wholeſome food will:.not 
_ as the luſting /ſpachites heretofore com- 
plain'd, 


g of Three Ele- 
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plain'd;'that there wis nothing but Mama be- 


foreutheir Eyes, Numb. 1416, - Men labour to 
provoke and enflame 'a'defire,” which * they 
ought rather to carby and! ſtudy the” whetting 
| ae ftomaebs, 'when the Holy Ghoſt ccalls 

to put a knife'to their throats, Prov. 2.3.2. 
readily grant, that /Nature - may ſometimes 
need to be aſſiſted in this caſe, when-:/perſons 
are under- bodily infirmities; as languiſhing 
Tſaac ſpake for ſavourymeat, Geri 2914. but 
commonly, they that are ſtrong m_roty 
require a Bridle, rather than a- Spur y anc Ex- 
cept they count rioting. a pleaſure;\' they: will 
not invent means to excite themto\It. 

3. In feedvig withiut fear,” Fude' 12). as if the 
Mouthywere'to take\itrall that it c4#,, or that 
we were ' not \'under the imitation and: con- 
finement of any Law, Vur our own Wil: The 
Throat of a greedy Glutton, -may be truly ſti- 
led an' open Sepulcher, as well as that or the 
bloud-thirſty; it deſtrays multitudes of thifgs 
more uſeful than himſelf, and many lives muſt 
be taken away, before that Grave will: ſay, it 
bath enough, Thus the Liberty which Godhath 
given us in the enjoyment” of his creatifres,” is 
turn'd into Jcenthouſod 3; Men' 'are not 'only 
free, bot "wanton, and nowiſh ther bearts, as int 
4 day of ſlaughter, James 5. 5. eating and drink- 
#ng 1s made the very 6 and deſign of living, 
and any degree of abſtinence is a kind of death.” 

4. 1n endeavonring to debaxchthoſe-thatton- 
verſe with them. The (Spirit of Jnttowperince 
generally works this way, and- the fiſtances 
of its working are very-various. Beſides; = 

rude 
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rude-and barbarous praGtice of conſtr iwing their 
Gueſts, which obtains among ſome Lordly 
Brates ;, the. unreaſanable Smport-orty, . Which 
is lookt. upon. as a piece of friend{bip and cour- 
reous entertainment, ( but indeed. is not Dy 
leads many into exceſs, that would otherwiſe 
forbear--it. How are as. enticed 
and perſuaded to burden th es With more 


Luxury, which the | Maſter - 
does not ſtrive to care, but; makes-it-his- bu- 
finefs to! propagate among his beaſtly compari» 
Ons, | . 3} whe 
Secondly, ; How are. worldly riches abuſed by 
theſe! ſins ?. In general, they are MO on! 
and perverted-to other [Ends, than whioh they 
are given for. Providence affords them in 
order $othedoing of goody! but Pride and Lux- 
ury turns them into inſtruments of exwl,and the 
fewel - of uglawful luſt." This' will appear 
more fully, if we conſider theſe three parti- 


1. Riches are givento gliji Godwith. We 
are-t0 honour the Lord with aur Subſtance, Prav, 
3- 9a: but\ this is an abuſing of them to. his 
open 'dehonour and a laying of .thens out to 
ſerve and gratifie the Devil. It is an employing 
of the. Creatures of God againſt him, and a 


poll ting 
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of his Name with thoſe very bleſfings 
which are as ſo many arguments. and means 
to/ſhew forth bis praiſe. A plentiful Eſtate is 
an extraordinary Talent, which to he 
Traded with for the advancement -of Chriſt's 
Intereſt in the World '; but where theſe 
chargeable and expenſive Yices preyail, this is 
not regarded, Men of this ſort, expreſs no 
concern for the Goſpel ; that may ſtarve 
while we are platted. Luſt 1s infatiable, and 
ſnatches all ; but that which coſt them n0« 
tbing, ſhall be offer'd to God, 

2. Riches are 'given- for the helping and 
relieving of our needy Brethren, Thoaſbalt open 
thy band wide to thy poor brotber, Dent. 15. 11, 
As'*tis the CharaQter of the vertuous Woman, 
that” ber Houſhold 'are clothed with Scarlet ;, fo 
the ſretcheth out her hand to the poop, Prov. 31. 
20,/21: and'indeed the grace of hberal diftri- 
bution to the neceſſities of others, is a great- 
&rand more bleſſed gift than any we can 
beſtow, 2 Cor. 9. 14, 15, But this Grace is 
baniſhtr, and all the frreams of Charity cut 
off,, where the two ſins in the Text are touud 
predominant. Sodom's Pride and fulneſs of 
Bread was joined with this, that ſhe ftrength- 
ned not the band of the poor and needy, Ezek. 16 
43, while their own Eyes ftand out with f to 
neſs, they make no care to refreſh the bowels of 
the miſerable. 

3. Riches are given for a comfort and ad- 
vantage to our ſelves, but the Proud and Lux- 
uvrious croſs this end, and overthrow it, both 
as to Body and Soul. 1* The rich man by his 
Luxury 
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Luxury eſpecially, ins againſt bis own body, Eat+ 
ing for healthjis a duty;, As 27. 34. and the 
—_—_— and the feweſt Diſhes, do (for the 
moſt part) {ervethis purpoſe beſt. The founda- 
tions of manifold diſtempers are laid in the con- 
trary ſin. Where famincatany time hath killed 
its bundreds,- Exceſs. bath ſlain its Thouſands. 
Strenpth is impair'd, and Life ſhortned, by r:ot- 
ous living, 2.” Tis a Sin againſt our own Soul, Tis 
true, that every ſin is ſo, Nm.16.38. but this is 
ſo iarly. The! heart 5 overcharged with it, 
Luke 21. 34. the mindis {tupihed and beſotted, 
and diſabled for the due exerciſe of its reaſona- 


ble faculties; the Man is unfitted to perform the. 
per acts and operations of bumane life ;, as. 


Nabal became ttke a ſtone, even when the Wine 
Was | 9 of him, Sam.25.37. Men that will 
uot be eſtranged from their luſts, quench the bobs 
of their underſtandings; by pampering the 
dy, they Feed a Þrd which: pecks out their eyes, 
T hirdlyWhence is it, that worldly men are fo 
incident £0 theſe fins ? 3 Cauſes may be aſſigned. 
1. | Natural Propenſion. to fleſh-pleaſing. 
Carnal minds are delighted with carnal objes.. 
Men that areunder the: influence of ſence, as 
their governing Principle, and that walk by 
no other Rule, are eaſily carried away to acts 
of ſenſuality. Unmortified fleſh is. a moſt an- 
ruly evil, and (like Adonijab) it »ſurps the 
Kmgdom, till Grace comes and diſpolleſſes it ; 
it will be provided-for; arid have its Juſts ful- 
filled, whatever is ſaid againſt it, Therefore 
'tis obſervable, that the ſtubborn and rebellious 
Sar, who would not obey his parents voice, 1s dex 
ſcribed 


[23 ] 
ſcribed as a Glutton and a Drunkard, Dent. 71. 
20.. Reigning Carnality ſtifles the impreſſion 
of /all ſpiritual things. 

2. The concurrence of ſuitable temptations. 


' As they that will be rich, fall into temptation and 


a ſnare, 1 Tim. 679. ſo they that are rich, 
have their temptations and ſnares alſo, Such 
as are ſuperiour to, others in Wealth and 
worldly Greatneſs, are tempted to lift up them- 
felve>above them, to avſwer roughly, when the 
poor uſeth intreaties, Prov. 18, 23. | How inſo- 
lently did Adombezek treat his Royal Priſoners 
and Captives, when he had got the Aﬀſeen- 
dent !' Threeſcore and Ten Kings gathered their 
Meat under. bis Table, by his own confeſſion, 
Jadg. 1:7; This makes the caution fo need- 
ful, that the Rich: Man ſhould not glory in his 
riches, Jer. 9. 23. Having the command of 
more than Heart could wiſh, they think they 
may diſpoſe and- uſe it as they pleaſe ; they 
prefume that they may do what they will with 
ther own, and becauſe they are not accounta- 
ble-to Aer beneath them, they forget that 
they have received this truſt from God above 
them, 
3. A lothful «naive life, Idlenefs is a 
fit Soil for ſuch fins to grow and thrive in, If 
rich Men did but employ themſelves, ſo as they 
might and ſhould, in things truly worthy and 
becoining, the Devil and inbred Corruption 
would have much fewer advantages againſt 
them. duſtry and Diligence would be help- 
ful to them in the avoiding of many a ſnare; 
but becauſe they ſet themſelves ao better tat, 
| the 
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the works of the fleſh, fill -up' their Lives. if 
they gave themſelves to Reading, Meditation, 
Prayer, &c. which they have great opportuni- 
ties red. _ be leſs roy epr 
Drudgery of taks y. eat, 
and drink, nd oberewad ſhall be clothed. 


Fourthly, The VSE, 
1. Information. In ewo' things. 4, *Covet- 
ouſneſs and Oppreſſion ( it ſeems) are \not the 


Rich Man's only crimes, "Theſe are-very com- 
mon and frequent ; but he that e theſe, 


may nevertheleſs periſh in bis iniquity ; I. mean, 


in other iniquities which his condition- of Life 
does peculiarly expoſe to, The way to" Hea- 
ven is but one ; the road to Hell-is brancht. out 
into a multitude of paths, and he that treads in 
any of them, will infallibly go down thither. 
The 'fooliſh Prodigal, who throws away his 
T1caſure, hath little ground to bleſs bimelf.that 


-he is not as other Men, who hoard it-ap. 


2. The abundance of this World, does rather 
increaſe than leſſen the difficulties of Salvation, 
AEGS 19. 23, _ Men have _ _ to 

ſaved from, which their poorer Neighbours 
are ary liable to be infeted with. ber 
Tables are more dangerous ſnares; and their 
Morſels, tho ſweeter now, - will be moſt proba- 
Miy, and are moſt uſually, bitterer in the latter 
end. They pay very dear for theſe pleaſant 
things, when the final reckoning comes. . Tho 
Chriit «made bis Grave with the rich in bis death, 
tis comparatively rare, for them to find a place 
with bin in Heaven, 2. Ex< 
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-— 2," Bubortation,. In "two things likewiſe. 
4. Let'them thatbave' riches, be ſure to-wareh 
agdiaſt deny theſe Laſts. 
»prery Anat rag Fang Nom Tre 
toibe: arayed in that fine Linen, w the 
Holy Ghoſt ſets forth the righteowſneſs of Saints 
'Reve). 19./8. Conſider the calamitous ſtate of 
mn — of God at _- __ which 
wiſcemly coverings of this day donot agree. 
Whew it rod ill with 'the Jews, | Eftber ſent 
Faviment to clothe Mordecasi with,and takeaway 
his Sackcloth from'him, but he refus'd it, Efth, 


4-4" Hearken alittle to the —_— in 
our Streets, and do '\not contradict your own. 
Reflett npon'the changes which have been made 
by |; Lament, 4, J. -Look 
forward the Judgments that threaten us, 
particularly that of National Poverty ; which, 
where it comes, is terrible as an armed man. 
Or, if ſucha Scourge, by unex methods 
of Goodneſs ſhould be kept off, yet remember 
what a different Dreſs you will put on, when 
you are to be laid in the duſt ;, and how dread* 
ful it will be, for death to come with a meſſ- 
age from God, and hurry your naked Soul before 
his Bar. Remember, that this body, which is 
now ſo delicately fed, is to be a feaſt for Worms, 


-and that rotterneſs and corruption will ſoon de- 


face it. Yea, in Old Ape, the ſound of the grind- 
mg is low, Eccl. 12. 4. and thetaſtes and reliſhes 
of food are loſt, 2 Sam. 19. 35. or ſickneſs 
and weakneſs, before that comes, will make 
you abbor and loath the very dainties, which you 
are now {© eager after, Job 33. 20, P/. "_ 8. 

; 2. Lc 
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2.; Let boxe of is beveryideſirous of entring in- 
#o:the-Rich Man's temptati _ 
them alt together) are not really ſo; much to 
beenwed, as is commonly imagined; . Things 
that feed 10n, and ſubje ns t0 vanity, 
them, if we had a. due zeal rb 

welfare of our ſouls | Having food and raiment 
(thoof'a meaner kind) Jets be content -and 
| 1 Tim. 6. 8. Thereare ſome favours 
Which' forbears the diſperſing of for our 
greater benefit, and the preyention of our r#- 
me, As Exod. 33. 3.1 af pup in the 
-midft of thee, leſt I conſume thee in way. So 
the plenty, which is afforded to ſome others, 
,may be withbeld from us in Mercy, that we may 
not. be defiled and «ndone by it. 


- 
of" l ' | 
4 * <4 \ - : % 
- FA ' 9" 
s he. 1» OE I II_ - — d . 
2» _ . R 
ol =” 4 ——_ *t 
Td Le «a * . a 
, - 4 i \ 
3 = 
"x \ - « + " _ 
Pa w 4 
, i " . ®, 4 


£30 '# Luke xV1. XX, XX1, 


os © . 


20." Aud there" was 4. certain | Begga, 
Ms azarus, who was laid' at his Gate, 
H of Sores. | | 
21, And deſiring to be fed with the 
Crumbs which fell from the Rich Man's M. 
Table : Moreover," the Dogs came and kT 
licked his” Sores,” Pts AF IT 


H ves! of the is 6m being 
+ diſpatchr in i * | * 
ing Yerſe, 1 come x2. 5g Account which 
is given of the Poor Man intheſe words, [4rd 
there was 4 certain Beggar, &c.) In which De- 

ption we- may take notice of theſe Five 
things. 1, His'Tile or Denomination ; [am- | 
ed Lazarus, ], We read of this as the. proper 3..- 
Name. t9 one that was our Lord's Friend, \. "=" 
whom .he*would- not. recover from ſickneſs, 
but raiſed from. the Grave, Joh» 11. But 
here we are tounderſtand it as a common name 

ven to Ungigant and needy perſons, and the 
Paifction of it, which -is, God help me, makes 
J it yery ſuitable to all ſuch. 2. The Place þ 

which he uſially poſſeſs'd;, [ who was fad at bis 
CG 
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(4,2. the rich man's) Gaze. ]J While the rich 
man, himſelf was defended under his roof 
from the injuries and inconveniencies of eve- 
ry ſeaſon, fed\to the full; and warm enough 
within, this poor Beggar was Miſerably ex- 
ſed without, pincht with cold, as well as 
unger, at the Door. 3. The ill ſtate of his 
body : [_ full of Sores] like Job, fitting down 
among the aſhes, when Satan by God's per- 
miſſion had Smitten him with boils from Head 
to Foot, Fob 2, 7, $. Theſe were not pre- 
tended Ulcers, nor wilfully made, nor pur- 


' Poſey kept wncur'd, ( as the Artifice of tome 


wretched creatures is to move and ftir 
pity) but real painful Sores, which it pleat- 
ed God to viſit him with, and add to his 
affliction by. 4. The requeſt which his ne- 
ceſſity put him upon : [ard deſiring to be fed 
with the crumbs waich fell from the Rich .mar's 
Table.) His requeſt was Modeſt, like that of 
the Woman of Canaan, who did not ask for 
Childrens Bread, but pleaded for Crumbs. 
Mat. 15.27. The very Refuſe 'of the Rich 
Man's Food, which he might be willing to 
caſt away, this Lazarus begs to have beſtow- 
ed upon him. But we have no intimation 
here of the rich man's anſwering this requeſt, | 
or fulfilling this deſire : the Beggar lay ar | 
the door, as the impotent man at the Pool, in 
Expectation, but it ſeems to be vain and ' 
fruitleſs ; like the poor Prodigal, who would | 
fain have filled his belly with the husks, but * 
no man gave unto bim, Luke 15. 16, fo here, | 
he ſought for crumbs, but by the ſilence ow 
| the | 


39-1 
the. Scripture, one might gueſs, that they 
were denied him ; not only. the Gates of 
the rich man's honſe, but his bowels of com- 
fſion were ſhut wp againſt , him. $5. The 
Evdre s ſhewn to him. by the Brntes them- 
ſelves. [Moreover the dags came, and licked bis 
Sores. J They upbraided © the rich man, and 
might have taught him by their own Ex- 
le niore mercy and tenderneſs; than he 
pradtiſed ; they did what they could to heat 
the Beggar, whom he would do nothing to 
keep alive. It is remarkable, that thoſe ve- 
ry creatures, which have a devouring fierceneſs 
in their natures, and haye diſcover'd jt 
againſt God's. enemies, have ſhewn a friend- 
p to God's children, The Lord had ſaid, 
that the dogs ſhould eat Jezebel, 1 Kings 21. 
23, And this was accompliſhed fo far, that 
when they went to byxry her, they found no 
more of her, than the Scyll, and feet, aud 
palms ' of ber hands, 2 Kings 9. 35. and yet 
this ery Sort of creatures perform'd a kind 
office to the Beggar in the Text. So 'tis 
threatned, thaF the Ravens ſhall pick out the 
eyes of Diſobedient Children ; Prov. 30. 17. 
but theſe were the Caterers that fed Elijah, 
and brought bread and fleſh to him twice a 
day, 1 Kings 17.6. The Lions did no man- 
ner of hurt to Daniel, when he was caſt in- 
to the Den, but immediately broke the 
bones of his Accuſers aſſoon as he was ta- 
ken up, and they ſucczeded in his place, Dar. 
6. 23, 2-4- 
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Obſ. A poor and mean condition is the fre- 
quent bot of God's preateſt favourites, while 
they are bere in this World. Not that it is 
always, but often ſo: Poverty and Grace 
are not convertible terms ; Every Saint is 
not a Lazarus, nor every Lazarws a 
Saint, The multitudes which annoy 
the doors q our Aſſemblies, but concern 
not themſelves in any a&s of worſhip 
there, are a plain Example to the 
contrary. However, Poverty and Grace 
are many times # conjunttion and tho 
they may be found aſander, yet it is no 
rare or uncommon thing to ſee them go 
* Hogether. Here | 
Firſt, Shew what difference there is 
between the Poverty of God's Favourites 
aud other perſons. | 
Secondly, How it. _—_ that they | 
who are exercis'd with Poverty, may {| 
notwithſtanding be God's Favourites. . | 
Thirdly, Why ſuch perſons are fo ex- 
ercis'd. * 
Fourthly. Uſe. * 
Firſt, What difference there is, between the 
poverty of God's fawourites and other perſons. 
In general, to the one it is an affli#ion, to the 
other a judgment ; to one a Kod, to the other a 
Scorpion ;, to one an infirmity, to the other a 
plague; to one a tolerable infehcsty, to the other a 
grievous curſe. But more particularly, there is 
a diſtinion in the cauſes and effes of each. 
1. As to the caſes from whence this Pover- 
ty proceeds, they are very different, my one 
rom 
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from the other, 1. The Poverty of God's ſa- 
womrites is uſually brought upon them by the 
meer band of Providence : *tis a temptation, 
which God Teads them into : but the poverty 
of others, is for the moſt 'part, by their own 
procurement, and the natural, as well as penal 


* conſequent of their own folly and fin. As 


to ſome, *tis eſpecially true, that the Lord 
maketh poor, 1 Sam. 2.7. and they may be 
called, by way of appropriation, and in the 
moſt reſtrained ſence, His poor, . Pſa. 74. 19. 
for Gods poor are they, whom he places in 
fuch a condition from the firſt, or reduces to 
it afterwards ; but there are alſo the Devils 
poor, who owe their poverty to him and 
themſelves, ſuffering as Evil doers, and Mary- 
tyrs for their own wickedneſs. Several /ins 
might be mentioned, which commonly bring 
men into theſe Circumſtances, which they 
that are belov'd of God, do in the main (at 
leaſt) keep clear from, but which others are 


4 oftentimes predominantly guilty of. As (1.) 


Slothfulneſs. This is an Empoveriſhing fin, 


{ and Cloths many an one with Rags, which 
Z can not with comfort be reflected on, 1ro. 
2 20. 4. the /luggard will not plow by reaſon of the 


cold, therefore ſhall he beg in barveſt and bave 


4 nothing. When the prudent labours of honeſt 


Diligence in ſome lawful Calling are provi- 
dentially Defeated , *ris perfealy another 


$ Caſe, and we may have Peace aud Satisfa- 


Aion, when it is ſo, God hath. no where 
promiſed, that any ſhall be ſupported - and 
maintain'd with the Bread of Idlezeſs ; but 
C 3 the 
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the Command extends to all, that with qui- 
etneſs they Work, and eat their onn Bread, 
2 Theſ]. 3. 12. As if it -were, not ſtrialy 
their own, unleſs earned by theif own Indu- 
ſ{try, when they are capable of it, *Tis poſ- 
ſible, that Bread may not be always to the 
Wiſe, Eccl. 9. 11. but the Fodl, that 

bis hands together, can look to be fed with no« 
thing but bis on» Fleſh, c. 4. 5. (2.) Prodi- 
gality. Multitudes are rvin'd and undone by 
their own Exceſſes. Other Sins may be like 
a ſecret Worm at the Root of flouriſhing E- 
ſtates, wheh inſenſibly conſunies them, but 
this is like a wild Beaſt which openly devours 
them. The Drunkard and the Glutton ſhall 
come to Poverty, Prov. 23.21. Thus he in 
the Parable waſted bis Subſtance, Luke 15. 13. 
They that have Bread enough and to ſpare, 
are brought many times to a Morſel of tread 
by their intemperate Abuſe ; they {we ex+ 
travagantly in Pleaſure for a while, till they 
have not left themſelves wherewith to live 
at all, This puts a dreadful fting into Po- 
verty, when it comes; which is not to- be 
prevented, but by Sobriety and Moderation 


in the management of what God gives us | 


to poſſeſs and enjoy. (3.) The keeping of 
Wu and ufcleſs Company. He- that followeth af- 
ter vain Perſons, ſhall bave Poverty enough, 
Prov, 28. 19. A miſpence of Time among 


thoſe whoſe Converſation is utterly unprofh- | 


table, whom we can neither do any good 
to, nor yeceive any from, leads firſt to a 
neglec, and ſo to the Deſtrufion, even of 


our | 


| 


: 
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our ſecular Aﬀairs. He that is a Companion 
of Fools, does generally ſmart for it in this 
World ; but he that is wiſe to Salvation, will 
alſo learn this Wiſdom, of avoiding all ſuch 
Men, how charming fſoever they may be by 
a little empty Wit and Drollery. . (4.) The 
coveting and purſuing of anr:zghteous Gains, 
Treaſures of wickedneſs ( i, e. Treaſures got- 
ten by ſuch means ) are like Treaſures of 
Snow, which diſſolve and melt away. Fraud 
and Violence tend to corrupt the Eſtates, 


. which they help to generate; as Ruſt. and 


Canker 1n the Mettals which are haſtily heap'd 
up. No Riches ſo deceitful to thoſe that 
have, and hope to hold them, as they that 
are deceitfully acquir'd ;, he that hath ſwallow'd 
them down, ſhall vomit them up again. As 
Elipbaz. fays of the Oppreſſor, that he wande- 
reth abroad for Bread, crying, where is it ? 
Job 15. 23. 2. The Poverty of God's Fa- 
vorites is oftentimes for the Goſpels ſake ;, oc- 


' caſioned by their zealous and ſtedfaſt Pro- 


feſſion and Praftice of Relipion ; but the Po- 
verty of others does ſeldom happen on any 
ſuch account. Perſecution impoveriſhes ma- 


'ny a Saint; they that have Houſes and Lands, 


are very often driven to forſake them, it 
they will faithfully adhzre to Chriſt; Mar. 
19. 29. Thus the Converted Hebrews took 
joyfully the ſporling of their Goods, Heb. 10. 34+ 
What they had, they were content to loſe 
in the aſſured Expectation of a rich and 
glorious Recompence hereafter, To be thus 
Poor, is to pt out our Riches to the beſt 
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» the laying of them down in the"cauſe 
£73 turns to infinitely more Advantage, 
than what we can make any other way. 
But few of the Children of this World will 
ſubmit to this, when they can eſcape it; they 
have not Love enough- to God and Religion, 
' to bereave themſelves of what they eſteem 
{o highly, for their ſakes. , 
2. As to the Effeds proceeding from this 
Poverty, they differ as much. 1. Poverty 
uickens the Friends of God to - Repentance 


or former Sins, but it throws others into 


new Sins, AS the Prodigal's commg to want, 


was that, which made way for his coming to 


bimſelf ; ſo. extream neceſſity hath been a 
ſandGified means of bringing palt evils to pe- 
nitent remembrance. A Child of God, 
when his Father appears as an Adverſary 
againſt him, tho? but in his worldly Con- 
cerns, will be apt to enquire, Why 5s it thus ? 
But other Perſons, inſtead of doing fo, are 
ready to provoke God yet more, by freſh 
Crimes, and increafed Guilt. Agw hath 
given an hint of what is too common in this 
Caſe, Prop. 30. 9. Leſt I be Poor and ſteal, 
a, d take the name of my God in vain, When 
any breaches are —_ upon their Eſtates, 
they frequently ſeek to repair them by unlaw- 
fol Methods and wicked Courſes, 2. Poverty 
wakes. the Heirs of Heaven more earneſtly 
follicitozs about the true Riches ; but it puts 
worldly Men upon more furious Proſecutions 
of worldly Wealth : Being deprived of it, 
they are greedier after it, and when God 
throws 


[ 25 ] 
throws down their Babels, they are mad- to 
build them again. A temporal loſs is a Spur 
to a Believer to look our after a better and 
more enduring Subſtance ;, but other Men, not- 
withſtanding ſuch rebnkes, are for laying up 
Treaſures on Earth, and panting after this Duſt 
ſtill, Poverty does not deter the Men of 
the Earth from their attempts and labours 
to be Rich; tho' the ſtream of Providence run 
ever ſo contrary to them, they are reſtleſs in 
their ſtriving againſt it ; but holy Souls will 
alter their courſe, and contend more for the 

ood Part which cannot be taken from them ;, and 
if God cut them ſhort as to this World, it 
makes them provide with ſo much greater 
Care .and Induſtry for the next. 


Secondly, How does it appear, that they 
who are exercis'd with Poverty, may netnith- 
ſtanding be God's favourites ? There are vari- 
ous undeniable Evidences of it. As 


1. Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, the Son of God's 
Love, honour'd this Condition by being m it. 
Tho” be was Rich, yet for our ſakes, be became 
Poor, 2 Cor. 8. 9, Tho? he was in the Boſom: 
of the Father with reſpe& to his Deity, yet in 
his incarnate State; with Reference to his 
Manhood, he had not where to lay his Head, 
Mart. 8. 20, Tho? he were the Heir of all 
things, the Lord of both Worlds, The moſt 
High Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, whoſe 
Riches are unſearchable and his Treaſures inex- 


hayſtible, who cauſes them that love bim * in- 
I erit 
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; the laying of them down in the"cauſe 
£74 turns $0 infinitely more Advantage, 
than what we can make any other way. 
But few of the Children of this World will 
ſubmit to this, when they can eſcape it; they 
have not Love enough to God and Religion, 
' to bereave themſelves of what they eſteem 
ſo highly, for their ſakes. 
2. As tothe Effe&s proceeding from this 
Poverty, they differ as much. 1. Poverty 
uickens the Friends of God to Repentance 
former Sis, but it throws others into 

new Sins, AS the Prodigal's commg to want, 
was that. which. made way for his coming to 
bimſelf; ſo. extream neceſſity hath” been a 
ſanttified means of bringing paſt evils to pe- 
.nitent remembrance. A Child of God, 
when his Father appears as an Adverſary 
againſt him, tho? but in his ' worldly Con- 
cerns, will be apt to enquire, Why is it thus ? 
But other Perſons, inſtead of doing fo, are 


ready to provoke God yet 'more, by freſh 


Crimes, and increaſed Guilt. Agw hath 
given an hint of what is too common in this 
Caſe, Prop. 30. 9. Leſt I be Poor and ſteal, 
a. d take the name of my God in vain, When 
any breaches are Ha. upon their Eſtates, 
they frequently ſeek to repair them by unlaw- 
ful Methods and wicked Courſes, 2. Poverty 
wakes. the Heirs of Heaven more earneſtly 
follicitous about the true Riches ; but it puts 
worldly Men upon more furious Proſecutions 
of worldly Wealth : Being deprived of it, 
they are greedier after it, and when 300 
throws 
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throws down their Babels, they are mad- to 
build them again. A temporal loſs is a Spur 
to a Believer to look out after a better and 
more enduring Subſtance ;, but other Men, not- 
withſtanding ſuch rebnkes, are for laying »p 
Treaſures on Earth, and panting after this Duſt 
ſtill, Poverty does not deter the Men of 
the Earth from their attempts and Jabowrs 
to be Rich; tho' the flream of Providence run 
ever ſo contrary to them, they are reſtleſs in 
their ſtriving againſt it ; but holy Souls will 
alter their courſe, and contend more for the 
good Part which cannot be taken from them ;, and 
if God cut them ſhort as to this World, ie 
makes them provide with ſo much greater 
Care and Induſtry for the next. 


Secondly, How does it appear, that they 
who are exercis'd with Poverty, may zetwith- 
ſtanding be God's favourites ? There are vari- 
ous undeniable Evidences of it. As 


i. Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, the Son of God's 
Love, honour'd this Condition by being m it. 
Tho? be was Rich, yet for our ſakes, he became 
Poor, 2 Cor. 8. 9. Tho? he was in the Boſom: 
of the Father with reſpe& to his Deity, yet in 
his incarnate State; with Reference to his 
Manhood, he had not where to lay his Head, 
Mart. 8. 20. Tho? he were the Heir of all 
things, the Lord of both Worlds, The moſt 
High Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, whoſe 
Riches are unſearchable and his Treaſures inex- 
hauſtible, who cauſes them that love bim - in 

erih 


of bis Mercy are ſeldom finely painted, but made 
of homely Clay gg 
3. God hath often ſingled out the - meaneſt 
Perſons, for the. moſt honourable Employments. 
As in the natural Body, he hath given more 
abundant Honour to thoſe parts which lacked, 
1 Cor. 12, 24. So in the myſtical Body, he 
hath made the chiefeſt uſe of thoſe Members, 
which have had the leaſt of external Dignity. 
It was Gideor's Objeftion againſt himſelf, but | 
God overruPd it. Wherewith ſhall I ſave Iſ- 
rael ? behold my Family is poor in Manaſſeh, and 
/ 
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2m the leaſt in my Father's Houſe, Judg, 6. 1x. 
— d er 4; ta his ſuceeſs is ſet > ge 
og 3 Bake of Barley Bread ( not of coſtly Flower ) * 
| bis. rerturning the Tents of Aidan, c. 7. 13. 
Apoſtles, of pbor Fiſbermen, were made 
ſhers of Men, and fo the glorious Goſpel 


the 
mi- 


yes as not only preached to the Poor, but by 
No hem, They that made many Rich, were 

th ot Pot themſebyes, 2 Cor. 6. 10. 

; "a 4. The Grace of Sandification hath been be- 

Bre. | owed molt eminently, where the Gifts of Pro» 

ED vidence have been molt ſparingly. Bleſſed be 
oO Jo Poor (ſays Chriſt to his Diſciples) yours 


the Kingdom of God, Luke 6. 20. tho they 
"ent Had little without them, they had a Kingdoms 
Olt< Ewithi _ ; _—__ empty - — 
hi ut with the Spirit, and his 
ws Frakes of Righteouſneſs. So it was 
written to the Church in Smyrna. Rev. 2. 9. 
1 know thy Works and Tribulation, and Poverty ;, 
fe, F but thon art Rich. There is a ſeeming Contra- 
ſels | diction in the Words, but really a great apree- 
de | ment : *tis no ſtrange thing for Perſons to be 
Poor and Rich in divers reſpefs at the ſame 
ft time; Poor as to the things which concern 
'5. | their temporal Condition, Rich as to the 
e | things which accompany Eternal Salvation. The 
Soul hath been mobly furniſht, when the Body 
hath been ſupplied as meanly. 


Thirdly, Why are God's Favourites at any 
| = ſo exerciſed, as to have Poverty for their 
? Ar. 


t. To 
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1. To fignalize Gods own Providence in 
their preſent ſupports, and ſometimes in their 
" future Proſperity, (1.) In their preſent ſup. 
ports.” Providential care is moſt ſeen in the 
maintaining of thoſe, that have the leaſt vi- 
ſible means of their own ſubſsſtence ;, as when 
God ſuffered the Iſraelites to hunger, and 
then fed them with Manna, Dent. 8. 3. *Tis 
marvellous, how many live, that have little, 
but the ſpecial wouchſafements of Divine Boun- 
ty to hve upon : This tends to magnifie God, 
as to his power and mercy; 1 am poor and 
needy (ſays David ) yet the Lord thinketh upon 
me, Pſal. 40. 17. 94. d. therefore, tho poor, I 
do not periſh, (2.) Sometimes Providence 
is ſignalized in their future proſperity. After 
they have been in ſraits, they are ſtrangely 
bleſt with fulreſs again. He raiſeth up the poor 
out of the duft, and lifteth the beggar from the 
dunghil, to ſet them among Princes, &c. 1 Sam. 
2.8. Thus God dealt with Job (tho poor 
to a Proverb) turning his captivity, and grving 
bim twice as much as be bad before, Job 42. 10. 
2, To prove and excite the charity of 'the 
rich. On this account God told the Jews, 
that the poor // ould newer ceaſe out of their land, 
Deut. 15. 11. and our Lord ſays, The poor,you 
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bave always with you, John 12.8. In Heaven, « 
this ſort of charity will fail, for want of 0b- t] 
feds ;, but as long as the World ſtands, there h 
will be a conſtant ſucceſſion of objects, and h 
(we may therefore fear) too often a want a 
of charity it ſelf. If God had equally diſtri- n 


buted the good things of this World, there 
would 
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would have been no room nor ty for 
any ſach beneficence ; ſo that the Wiſdom of 
God hath ordered an unequal diſtribution ; 
to ſome it is redundant, and to others defe- 
Give, 'that they who have more than they need, 
may giye to thoſe who have not enough. 


3. To convince the World, that.our hap- 


pineſs is not to be expected bere ; that our 
Ie emp not in Jarman of earthly poſ- 
ns, Luke 12, 15, for then undoubtedly 
the Saints of God would be priviledged with 
ſuch a meaſure of them, more than other 
men, becauſe they are deareſt unto God, and 
muſt needs be ſuppoſed to have the beſt pro- 
v3/j0n made for them. This Diſpenſation 
lainly teaches us, that the hopes of reaſona- 
le creatures, cann't be in the | woope ſtate, 
in which they who are the firſt fruits of God's 
creatures, whom he values moſt, are the moſt 
miſerable, 1 Cor. 15. 19. Is it likely ( can 
any one think) that ſuch, above all others, 
ſhould hunger and thirſt, be naked and deſtitute, 
wander about, and have no certain dwelling 
place, if the love of God were to be known by 
outward proſperity, or our bleſledneſs de- 
pended on it ? 

4. To render the Graces of believers the 
more illuſtrious, for the ſhaming of the Devil, 
and all their reproachful accuſers. This was 
the yery main deſign of God, in ſtripping of 
holy Job ſo bare as he did, and deftroymg 
bim on every ſide ;, that Satan and his cenſor:- 
ous friends might be found hars, and that he 
might be a famous Example of ſuffering affi 
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© Gian to following Ages. There are ſeveral 
Graces which ſbme out very>remarkably in 
ſich a ſeaſon. As (1.) Their Faith is ſeen 
by truſting in God, when they have not «n- 
certain riches to truſt to ;, the poor committeth 
bimſelf to thee, Pſal. 10. 14. - (2.) Their Pa- 
tience, ina ſubmiſſive bearing - of thoſe bur- 
"dens, which throw others raging dit” 
content. (43.) Their Hwnility ; for *tis the 
© lowlineſs of their minds, which reconciles them 
to the lowneſs of their condition. (4.) Their 
deadneſs to the World; for it ſhews a mortifi- 
ed frame, and an heavenly contempt of earth- 
ly things, when we have attained, with Pal, 
to take pleaſure in neceſſities, 2 Cor, 12, 10, 


Fourthly, The U $ E. 


i. Information. We may learn hence, 
That (1.) Poverty in it ſelf, ſeparated from 
wilt, is not really, any ſcandal or diſgrace. 
| is no Infamy in living upon Abns, 
when Providence conſtrains to jt. And 
therefore the UVnjuſt Steward ſpake the pride 
of his heart, v. 3. of this Chapter, I cannot 
dig, to beg I am aſhamed. The deſpiſing of 
the poor, is indeed, a deſpiſing of God, Whoſo 
mocketh the poor, reproacheth bis maker, Prov. 
17. 5. the maker of the pooy as well as his own 
maker, c. 22, 2. No part of the workmanſhip 
of Providence is eontemptible. (2.) Temporal 
Promiſes muſt not be underſtood too ſtrittly, It 
is ſaid, Pſal, 34.10. That they who ſeek the 
Z ord ſhall not want any good thing ; ow, it 
they 
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they either bave what ight deſire, or 
are ſatisfied witbout it, Seay Fong So David ; 
24 wry ſeen the righteous forſaken, 

ſeed beggi £ bread, Pſal.37.25. Where- 
hbimſel is bread, 1 Sam. 21. 3. 
and. when haunted by Saxl, was forced to 
ſpend a great deal of his time in a Gemteeler 
kend of Beggery, (as one fitly calls it ) but 
yet take his words all together, he was not 
forſaken all this while, nor did he ſeek bis bread 
ont of deſolate places, as Pſal. 109. 10, 


2. Exhortation, 1. Let them that are of 
low degree, rejoice in their ſpiritual exaltation, 


" James 1.9. *Tis matter of Glory, when that 


which is defeQtive in common bleſſings, is made 
up in the choiceſt favours, Beſides, your frag- 
ments are truly ſweeter than other mens whole 
Diſhes ;, there is more of the goodneſs of God 
to be taſted in ypur Water than in their Wine 
and when yau Mve leaſt, you are ſuffered to 
lack nothing, as the Diſciples acknowledged, 
Like 22, 35- Therefore you have ſufficient 
ground of chearfulneſs and triumph. 

2, Let them that have any overflowings of 
this World, diſtribute to the neceſſities of Saints, 
Rom. 12.13. (1.) Diſtribute ;, This is mating 
to your ſelves friends of the Mammon of un- 
righteouſneſs, v. 9. of this Chap. that while 
your own loins are warmed, other mens may 
bleſs you too, Job 31. 20. (2.) Let it be 
to the neceſſitous , not where there - is no 
need of receiving, but rather ability of com- 
municatinzg. Remember Prov. 22, 16, = 

tat 
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ht ib iveth to the Rich, as well as he that op- 


the Poor, ſhall*fa ore. wht. come to want, 
(3.) To Saints, no tray car fit and deſery- 
ing as they. Their , arquieſcence in. their 
Condition 1s a Motive to — 
not an Excuſe for your withholding ' of 
See Phil. 4. 13, 14. Religious Poor, are 
rally the leaſt confident and clamurous, when 
their wants cy loudeſt, andstherefore wor- 
thy of the largeſt ſhare in our freeſt boun- 
ry. 
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SERMON Il. 


Luke xvi. xxil. 
22. And it came to paſs, that the Bee- 


gar dyed, and was carried by the Angels 
into Abraham's Boſom 


HE Three foregoing Verſes have fur- 

niſht us with a Repreſentation of the 
different States of the Rich and Poor Man i: 
this World ;, we muſt now begin to conſider 
how differently alſo'they are diſpos'd of, and 
dealt with in the World to come. And to fol- 
low the Order in the Text, the Happineſs of 
the Poor Man in the next Life is to be ſpo- 
ken to, before the Miſery of the Rich; for the 
Goodneſs of God is to be taken notice of here, 
in taking away the Beggar firſt, from the Evils 
which he underwent, while the Life of the 
Rich Manwwas ſomewhat further prolong'd as a 
ſpace and Seaſon of Repentance, tho he im- 
prov'd it not to any ſuch end, It is very com- 
mon for God to remove his afflicted Saints 
ſooner out ct the World, than proſperous 
Sinners; and we may very well interpret It 
as an aCt of Mercy to beth; for this makes 
God more quick in {natching good Men out 
of their Sufferings, and more /ow to cut 
off bad Men in their wickedneis, But in 
D this 
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this payt of the verſe, which. concerns Z4- 
zarus only ( whom the preſent Diſcourſe 
13 to be confined to) there are two things 
which © nag; occurr ; his Death, and his 
Tranſlation. 1. His Death, C And it came 
to paſs, that the Bepgar dyed 7 this 1s a 
delt, which the Poor are as much in a Ca- 
pacity, and under a xeceſſity, of paying as the 
Rich ; how 1ndigent ſoever they be, they 
are not inſolvent in this Caſe, and 'there- 
fore they are not exempted, nor would ſuch 
an Exemption be their Privilege ; they muſt 
be obedient unto Death, and *tis their hap- 
pineſs, that they are ſo. It is not ſaid, 
where the Beggar dyed, nor is it at all ma- 
terial or ſignificant ; whether he dyed at 
the "Rich Man's Gate, in the open Air, or 
any ' other Place, The iſſues of Death are "the 
ſame, whatever theſe little circumſtances of 
Dying ,þe; to expire upon a ſoft- and ſtate- 
ly Bed, or upon the bare and naked Ground, 
doth neither promote nor hinder the Felici- 
ty of the Perſon. 2. His Tranſlation, which 
is here aſcribed to the whole Man, tho 
indeed it concerned only ce pdrt of him, 
viz, his Soul ; for that was carried by An- 
gels, Q@c. not his Body. "The principal 
Part B ſtiled the Man; what Matthew 
calls a Man's Soxl, c. 16, 26. that Luke 
calls himſelf, c. 9. 25. What the Sov] does 
or cnjoyes, 15 mention'd as a perſonal Act, 
or a perſenal Fruition. Lazarus his Soul 
was carried, and therefore he is ſaid to be 
carried, G'c, But here are two things to 
be 
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be further open'd ; the Inſtruments by which, 
and the place to which, he was Tranſlated. 
1, The Inſtruments by which he was :Tran- 
ſlated. {| And was carried by the Angels] not 
by a-(anz;le Angel, but by more than one, 
= they are ad miniſtring Spirits, Heb. 
. 14. God is pleaſcd in this Caſe ( as well 
as in ſeveral others) to make uſe of the 
Miniſtry of his Holy Angels; ſo the 7:- 
rial of Moſes is probably ſuppos d to be by 
their Hands, and yet tis ſaid, that the / ord 
buried him, Dent. 34.6. In the ſervice of the 
Temple under the Old Teſtament, we often 
read of the Porters and Sinpers together, 
tho the Offices were very diſtia&t; here the 
bleſſed Angels perform both thoſe Functt- 
ons, of ſinging God's Praiſe in-Heaven, and 
of carrying ſeparated Souls to it. When 
our earthly Houſes f.zil, *tis their work to 
recerve us to Everlaſting Habit.ittons, 2. The 
Place to which he was Tranſlated [_ into A- 
braham's Boſom 7 the Papiſts give a ſtrange 
account of this; they make it a Zmmbus 
Patrum, a place for thoſe Saints that dyed 
before C'-riſt's time, upon the very Edge and 
Border of Hell, where they were kept (as 
they would have us believe) till Chrilt 
open'd the Kingdom of Heaven by his Death. 
But we are not to follow ſuch fooliſh Fa- 
bles; Abraham's Boſom 15 the fame with Pa- 
radiſe, and the third Heaven, where they 
always behold the Face of: God; and there 
are ſome probable Reaſons of it's bel ing 
ſo expreſst. It ts ſet forth by a " 
LD 2 Br- 


this part of the verſe, which conceriis - Za- 
zarus "only ( whom the "preſent "Difcourſe 
is ro be—confined to ) there are two'things 
which chiefly: occurr.; his- Death; x ang his 
Tranſlation. 1. His” Death, *[ And #+came 
to paſs, that the Bepgar dyed } this is a 
_aebt, w ” mn Poot /are-:as you in a _ 
pacity, and under a rece; (0 mp as the 
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are 'not mſolvert in this' Caſe, and (there- 
fore they are-not exempted, nor” would ſuch 
-an Exemption be their Priviledge; they muſt 
be [obedient unto Death,” and *tis their hpp- 
pineſs, that” they "are ſo.. It is''not {gid, 
where the” Beggar dyed, nor is it at all»ma- 
terial or ' ſignificant ;/ 'whether / he» dytd- at 
the Rich Mar's Gate, in 'the open Air; or 
any Place. ' The iſſues of Death-are the 
ſame; whatever theſe little circumſtances of 
Dying he; to expire upon a ſoft and'ſtate- 
ly Bed, or upon the bare and naked Ground, 
doth neither promote nor binder the Felici- 
ty of the Perſon. 2. His Tranſlation, «Which 
is here aſcribed to the whole Man, "tho 
indeed it concerned only ce pat of him, 
viz, his Soul ; for that was carried 'by An- 
gels, @c. not his Body. The principal 
Part is ſtiled the Man; what Aatthew 
calls a Man's Soul, c. 16. 26, that Luke 
calls bimſelf, c. 9. 25. What the Soul” does 
or enjoyes, is mention'd as a- perſonal A, 
or a perſenal Fruition. Lazarus his Youl 
was carried, and therefore he is ſaid t6 be 


carried, &c, But here are two things - to 
be 
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, be further open'd ;- the Inſtruments by which, 
and the place to which, he was Tranſlated. 
1. 'The Inſtruments by ' which he was Tran- 
ſlated. { And was carried by the Angels) not 
by a /mzle Angel, but" by more than one; 
for they - are" af. miniſtring -Spifits, Heb. 
1.14. God is pleaſed in this Caſei( as well 
as "in: ſeveral others ) to ;make: uſe of the 
Miniſtry of his Holy. Angels4 fo the P:- 
rial 'of Moſes is probably tuppoYgd- to be by 
their Hands, and yet tis {aid, that/ the /ord 
baried him, Dent. 34.6; In the ſervice of the 
Temple under the Old Teſtament, 'we often 
read of the Porters ' and Singers ' together, 
tho the Offices were very diſtin; here the 
bleſſed Angels perform both thoſe Functi- 
ons, | of' ſinging God's Praiſe in Heaven, and 
of carrying ſeparated Souls to It.” * When 
our- earthly Houſes fail, tis thar work to 
yecerve us to Everlaſting Habitations. © 2. The 
Place to which he was Tranſlated {| mto A- 
braham's Bo/ſom ] the Papiſts give a ſtrange 
account of this; they make it a Zimbus 
Patrum, a place for thoſe Saints that dyed 
before ChriſFs time, upon the very Edge and 
Border of Hell, where they were kept (as 
they would have us believe) till Chriſt 
open'd the Kingdom of Heaven by his Death. 
But we are not to follow- ſuch fooliſh Fa- 
bles;, Abraham's Boſom is the fame with Pa- 
radiſe, and the third Heaven, where they 
always behold the Face of God; and there 
are ſome probable Reaſons of it's heing 
ſo expreſst, It is ſet forth by 'a ZBoforn. 
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t. Becauſe that is a Place of eaſe and reft, 
and ſo is Heaven. -'2. It+ notes extraords- 
#ary Favour and Aﬀettion to thoſe that jye 
in it; as Jeſus Chriſt; a beloved Son, is faid 
. to be in the Fathers Boſom, John 1. 18. So 
they that are in Heaven, are the ObjeFs of 
the higheſt Love, and under the higheſt  Ex- 
erciſes of - it. - 3. The Happineſs of ven 
is often deſcribed by a Feaſt ; where they 
were wont to lean upon the Breaſt of him 
whom they: ſat next to; as John on the 
Boſom of Chriſt, John 13. 23. and the like 
Allukon may be intended here. Again it 
is ſet forth more particularly by the Boſom 
of Abraham. 1. Becauſe Abraham was a ve- 
ry hoſpitable Perſon, while on Earth, and re- 
mark't for entertaining Strangers; and. there- 
fore” as the - Father of them- that do- Believe, 
might -be-judg'd very ready to welcome his 
Children and followers in Heaven. 2. Be- 
cauſe New Teſtament Believers are Heirs of 
the ſame Salvation, and partakers. of the 
fame Glory with thoſe under the Old Te- 
ſtament, Abraham that liv'd fo many hun- 
dreds of Tears before, and this Lazarus of a 
much Jater Date, lodge | together. 3. Be- 
cauſe the Gentiles are counted to the Lord 
as Abraham's Sced ;, therefore many ſhall come 
from the Eaſt and Weſt, and ſit down with 
him in the Kingdom of God, Mat. 8.11. It 
1s noted .by the Learned Dr. Lightfoot, that 


Lazar, is the Contraction of Eleazar ( or - 5 


Eliezer ) who was Abraban:'s Servant of Da- 
maſcus a Gemile ,, not ſuffer'd to be his 
Heir 
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Herr on; Earth, but- lying in his Boſom in 

eaven.. 4. To ſhew that all worldly Re- 
ſpe#s and Diſtinions are utterly aboliſh't and 
laid aſide in the Life to come, God fills 
bis Hoxſe above with the Poor and Maim- 
ed, not only out .of the Streets and Lanes, 
but from the Figh-ways and Hedges, Luke 
1-4. 21, 23. And thele, are mingled with the 
wealthieſt Saints that ever were, and ate 
advanc't in Glory as much as they. The 
greatelt «Prince and meaneſt Subje will be 
equal there. Rich Abraham does not dif- 
dain to embrace a needy Lazarus, 


Obſ.. Holy Souls, and among the reſt, the 
Godly Poor, are inſtantly after Death, 
convey'd by Angels to ther Place of 
Bleſſedneſs. Here 


Firſt, Shew, that there is ſuch a Place of 
Bleſſedneſs for Holy Souls. 

Secondly, How it appears that they go 
inſtantly to it after Death. , 

Thirdly, What kind of Conveyance they 
have from the Holy Angels. 

Fourthly, Why it is order'd {, 

Fifthly, The Uſe. 


Firſt, That there is ſuch a Place of Fu- 
ture Bleſſedneſs deſign'd and reſerv'd for Ho- 
$ ly Souls ;' for them in general, and the God- 
ly Poor 1n Particular. 

S 7. The preſent Severitiesfof Providence 
which are often exercis'd towards the be/t 
D 3 Men, 
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Men, are a certain Evidence of their in» 
tended Bleſſednefs in another Life : Be- 
cauſe it fares ſo il! with them now, we 
may conelude that it. ſhajl be well with 
them hereafter. We are ſure, , that ſuch 
troubles would not befal them here, if 
there were not an infinite recomperce to 
be made for them at laſt. Multitudes of 
Saints have fo little eaſe or quiet in this 
World, that from thence we cannot but 
Argue, there is a Reſt which remains for 
them in the next. To you who ate troubled, 
reſt with us, 2 Thelf. 1. 7. The Scripture 
mentions this, as the great ſupport .and 
comfort of Suffering Believers, that. their 
ſowing in Tears Telaw, ſhall be rewarded 
with reaping in Joy above ; that there 1s a 
Glory to. be yevealed, wherewith none of 
theſe Calamities are to be compared. 

2, The Amticipations and Fl -Aefs of this 
Bleſſedneſs prove it to thoſe for. whom 
it is deſign'd. The Promiſe of 1t is per- 
form'd to them in Part already, and there- 
fore it can be no Deluſion. They have 
ſo much Experience, as to convince them, 
that their Hope will not make them | aſha- 
med. "They have ſome preſent feeling of 
the Powers of the World to come ;, ſome {weet 
and ſatisfactory Beginnings of Eternal Life. 
They need not ſay, Who - ſhall aſcend for us 
into Heaven ? For Heaven is brought down 
into their Hearts, a very comfortable Mea- 
ſure. There is" but a_ gradual Difference 
between their Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Rom, 
14 17. 
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14-17. And the Foy of their -Lord, "Mart. 
25/21, One is a Pledge and forerunner of 
the* brher ; their Ba puneſs in Poſſe/ſion, af- 
ſores, their HappinelS in ExpedZation. 

- The Nature "of the Soul. it ſelf, ſhews 
that it. was made to live for FO Iris 
of ach a ſfiritual Subſtance di E from 
a od Ne, =E tat | its intend- 

ur Tival of the y, after *tis ſepara- 
ted” Fo it. There are not "two"! hihgs 
more different and diſtant in their Natgres 
one from" the other (except God andthe 

Creature ) than the Soul and the Body, 

the. "Dt and the. Spirit,, as Solomon Galls 

mer, Eccl. 12.7. and therefore the ifſhes 
of Death are not* alizte to both; the Duſt 
rhbd to the ground, the Spirit.” to \God, 

While” theſe tho are united, the. "Soul 'per- 

forms many Ads and” Operations, without 

dependance on the Body, without any 

Rn from \ it; and therefore who can 

think, that this Soul ſhould be deſtroyed 

with the Body? Or that it ſhould haye no 

Sphere to Act of Operate in, when once 

the Fleſh ſees Corruption ? 
4.,.The utmoſt 'Perfeftion of our Beings is 

not attainable in. this Life ; and ' fo never 
will nor can be attained, unleſs there: be 

a more bleſſed Life after this. That which 

is the great and Principal End of Man, 1s 

very far from being fully accompulle, uP- 
on . Earth ; we. can, neither glorzfje God, 
nor. enjoy him, but. very ,mper ealy, while 

WE are here ; we.cannot be ſatisfied with 

D 4 bis 
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bis -Likeneſs, nor have his Image compleat- 
ly .reſtored, as long as we dwell in #leſb , 
we cannot - riſe up to. the Pitch of. Fiap- 
pineſs which God hath fram'd - and wroug 
vs for ; but, muſt be lookt upon as-Crea- 
tures made. in vain, that, bave loſt the End 
of our - Creation, even ( in. ſome Degree ) 
without our own, Fault, This muſt be ſup- 
pos'd,. if Eternal Life be not given to them 
that ſeek for Glory, Honour and Immortality, 
Rom. 2. 7. = 

5., The Main and. Chief Diſtinfiom be- 
. tween bs and the Brutes is taken. away, if 
there be no ſtate of Future Bleſſedneſs; the 
Man that hath Underſtanding, as well as 
he that wnderſtandeth not, is like the Beaſts 
that periſh. *Tis upon this Suppolition, that 
Solomon diſcourſeth ;  Egcl. 3. 18,----21,. That 
Men mipht ſee, that they themſelves are 
. Beaſts ;, fir one thing b:fals them both ; as the 
one dyeth, ſo dyeth the other ;, ſo that a Man 
bath no prebeminence abwe a Beaſt ;, all go 
to one Place, all are of the Duſt, and turn 
to Duſt again, Only here 1s the Diffe- 
rence, that the Sfirit of a Man goeth upward, 
and the Spirit of a Beaſt  goeth downward to 
the Earth, The Bodies of Men and Brutes 
at Death are reſfolv'd into the ſame Ele- 
ments ;, Man's Prerogative is the Ewcrlaſting 
Exiſtence of his Soul in, a ſeparate State, 

6. Feſus Chriſt muſt be accounted as the 
greateſt Impoſtor that ever was, if there be 
not a Bleſſedneſs jn Hope beyond the Grave 
for Holy Souls, AThat which is. the ar” 
c 
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eſt Blaſphemy to imagine concerning; our 
Lord: Chriſt, muſt be an undeniable Trath, 
if the Dodrine and Belief of a Life to 
come- be indeed an Error. The | Scripture 
ſays, that He is the, faithful Witneſs, - that 
there. was -»o deceit 'nor guile found; in bis 
Mouth; but how contrary a Character muſt 
he. deſerve, if thoſe Expettations of a. bleſ- 
ſed State hereafter, whach he ſo frequently 
encourag'd in his Followers, ſhould be Falſe 
and groundleſs ? I» my Father's Houſe (ſays 
He) are many Manſions ;, if it were ,not ſo, 1 
world have told you; I go to prepare a Place 
for you, John 14. 2. If theſe things be but 
iſtaken Fancies, he did not deal /ancerely 
with his Diſciples. | 
Secondly, How does it appear, that Souls 
go inſtantly after Death to this Place of 
Bleſſedneſs? That there is but | a ſtep as 
it were, betwixt: the Holy departing Soul, 
and Eternal Glory; and afſoon as we re- 
move out of this evil World, we paſs as 
ſpeedily as poſſible, into the better World. 


1. All the Opinions contrary to this, are 
moſt abſurd and irrational; which are eſpe- 
cially three. 1. The Annihilation of the 
Soul, upon the Death of the Body, and af- 
terwards new Creating of it again at the 
Reſurre&ion, when the Body is reviv'd. 
This hath been the wild Conceit of ſome, 
for which there is not the leaſt pretence 
or appearance of Reaſon; and where no- 
thing 
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thing i faid-to tis needleſs to fa 
any thitle Owe. > 2. The feeping of th 

_——_— of orur- Death to the 
End of the World; which'of the two, is a 
mote - ridicfous '#nd fooliſh Notion than 
the other : TN an uot ſhould” \# 
oy wh per Fewer Soup 

% 


Ik likely | eſe Þ ci. Fry it to Kr 
pn; We. "The Inventiorr Sf P ut gatory,' "a8 
am a ate 
way, Where "they are ed for a Jong- 
er or” ſhorter time.. © This. 1s" built aport 
Sand;as mich as the other two ; for 'Ho- 
ly Souls are made meet for Heaven (rt the 
Moment of their leaving the Earth, are 
immediately capable of it, and require no fur- 
ther” ratons' or ings for: that End. 
2.” We have varions plath Teſt;movies t6 
this Trith, throughout the Goſpel; beſides 
the cloſe Comteion in the Text between 
the Beggar's dympg, and: his bring carried” in- 
to Abrahart's Fejom, which imports, that 
there "was no intervat berwixt theſe two 
things. . So the Apoſtle ſpeaks of being ab- 
ſent from the  Fody, and Preſent with the Lord, 
2 Cor. 5. 8. No ſooner abſent from the 
one, but preſent with the other. | $0 he fays, 
that he had a deſere to depart, and' to be 
with . Chriſt, Phil, 1, 2.3. If Communion with 
Chriſt were tobe interrupted from the hour 
of our 'departure ro the Day of Judgment, 
it conld. not be deſirable to a Believer ; it. 
would be rather better” to' abide in the BY 
ull 
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ſtill,-if we were to be Kept fo long ont of 
Heayen, after we, are turn'd ont of the 
Book. " Even the 'Dead that dye in the Lord, 
co 
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vld Hot be ſtiled' Bleſſed, as they "are, Rev. 
14. 13, For Death, tho it put an" End 'to 
all the, Evils of this Life, would neverthe- 
leſs” be. an heavy curſe,” by ſtripping them 
of all Opportunities. - both of Service to 
Chriff, and Converſe with him.” "Bur, the 
moſt poſitive Text of all, is that Paſſage 
of. our Lord to the. Converted Thief upon 
the Croſs; To Day ſhalt thow be with me m 
Paradiſe, Luke 23. 43, There is uq way of 
evading this Proof, but. tra»ſpoſing the Com- 
ma from. the Ward, [ Thee, *], ( Yerily. I [6 
wnto thee,) and putting it after thoſe "Words 
[To Day], and fo-referring thoſe Words, 
C70 P91 to the” Time, of makiny the 
Promiſe, not of ferfurming it, But. this is 
ſo groſs a wreſting and abuſing 'of | the 
Text, . that barely ro mention it,. 1s enough 
to. overthrow it; for 'what will Scripture 
ſiznifie, if ſuch a Liberty be taken in the 
Reading and Interpreting of it? 


Thirdly, What kind of Conveyance have 
the Souls of Believers at Death from the 
Holy Angels? JAr/. In four Things ; it is 
Free, and Safe, and Pleaſant, and Honoura- 
ble. 


I. It is a very Free Conveyance; a. Work 
which. the Angels are moſt ready to be em- 
ployed in. They willmgly undertake and go 

p about 
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about. it, tho ot of their own ind, without 
Commiſſion, and Order from God. Tho? | 
they do..not rw: torfetch home this or that, 
Soul, before they are ſent, yet when” the 
are ſent, they fly with | winged ſwiftms, 
They that rejoyce #2 .owr. Canverſion, Luke 15. 
10, Are glad to be inſtrumental towards our 
Glorification. They do it not with Reluftan- 

cy, . but | Chearfulneſs ; *tis not a burden. im- 

ey ipon them ; but. at once an AQ of 0- 

ence to-God, and alſo of Aﬀedion to us, - 

2. It is-a very Safe Conveyance, there is 
no, danger from the wicked Apoſtate Spirits, 
tho like Pharaoh, they do' purſue us, when we 
are going out of their Land, Satan 1s indeed 
the Prince of the Power of -the Air, Eph. 2. 2. 
and we are to paſs thro his Territories to the 
City of the Living God ;, but having ſuch a 
Royal Guard of Angels to accompany us, we 
are. moſt ſecure, For theſe Angels excel in 
Strength, Pſalm' 103. 20, Are greater in Pou- 
er and. Might, 2. Pet. 2. 11, Tho the Powers 
of Darkneſs be our Afailants, Angels of Lipht 
will be our ProteQors, and do more for us, 
than they can do apainſt us, 

3. It 'is Pleaſant. There would be Terror 
and Affrightment in converſing with Angels 
now, while we are compaſſed with (5,riwy" 
Eliphaz ſays, that when a Spirit paſſed before his 
Face, bus Hair ſtood up, Job 4. 15. So when 
the Angel appeared at our Lord's Sepulcher, 
T be Keepers ſhook for fear of him, and became 
as dead Men, Mat. 28. 4. But when-we 
come to be ſtript of our Body of Fleſh " 

0 


[ 45] 
of Sin, they will be very acceptable and de- 
lightful: Companions. To ſee by Faith theſe In- 
o1/ible Spirits hovering about our: Death-beds, 
is a-{weet Proſpect, far beyond ' the moſt 
_ Objeds of Senſe, which we now be- 


4. It is Honourable, To be tranſported 
thus by Angels, is to be carried in Triumph, 
it-is the putting of a Glory por us, in our 
paſſage to Glory, to be waited upon by Crea- 
tures Superior to our ſelves. This is the 
Father's good Pleaſure, not only to give us a 
Kingdom, but to Condud# vs into it by ſome 
_ of the Chief Officers and Princepalities of it. 

The C bildren of God, are brought home, like 
the Children» of a King, with Noble Atten- 
dants;, they have Company aſflign'd them, 
which are a Credit to them. Creatures which 
ſome have been tempted to Worſhip, are not 
only our Fellow-ſervants ( as they own, Rev. 
19. 10.) but made to do Service to us. 


Fourthly, Why does God Crder it ſo, that 
Holy Souls ſhould be convey'd/ to Heaven 
after this Mamer ? Anſ, Here are ſeveral 
things fit to be conſider'd. As. 


1. When God drove Adam out of the 
Garden, he placed Angels at the Door of it, 
to hinder his return into it, Ger, 3. ult. 
There were Cherubims, and a flaming Sword 
to keep the way of the Tree of Life. It is 
therefore the” more fit and Conugruoxs, that 
they ſhould mate amends for keeping us out 

of 


' 
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-of an- Fartbly Paradiſe, by being-the Inſtrn- 
-ments to ler. us into the Heavenly; 'that'they 
who 'were the Miniſters\of God's Juſtice 'up- 
.on our Fall, ſhould be” "made the ' Miniſters 
of his Mercy at our. Diſſolution. - | | 
2. When Eljab was tranſlated without: ta- 
ſting of 'Death, it' was bythe ſame 'Means ; 
and cheteloie God makes inſe of them” in'the 
Tranſlation of dying 'S airts likewiſe ; to ſhew, 
that) Death- makes no differences in reſpe& of 
our bleſſed Comvoy. | There appeared'@ Chariot of 
"Fire, "and Horſes of Fire, when Elijub 'was ta- 
ken | up, 2 Kings 2. 11/ as afterwards, when 
Eliſha ( his Succeſſor) was'beſet 'by the Sy- 
rian Troops at Dothan, the'Place was fall of 
Horſes and Chariots of Fire ronnd / about 
him, c. 6.17. 4. e. (as moſt do very reaſon- 
ably underſtand it ) Angels aſſuming-ſuch 
Forms. . 1 
3. Chriſts Aſcenſion very probably, was not 
without the Company of Angels, We-read of 
them not only at his commg into the World, 
Luke 2, 13. but at his going ont, ARS 1, 10. 
One of the Evangeliſt fays, that he was car- 
ried: up into Heaven, Luke 24. 51. For tho he 
aſcended by. bis own Power, and needed not 
the help of Angels to bear him thither, | 
yet for the greater Solemnity of the ' Ation, 
they were appointed to attend him. - Hence |} 
David ſpeaks of the Chariots of God, and of 
the Lord's .being among them, upon this oc- 
calion, Pſalm 68. 17, 18, Now, as our Afſ- | 
cenſion is by YVertue of his, it is conformable 
to it; as our forerunner went to Glory, fo | 
£0 We. 4. An- 
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\ 14: Angels are fevt forth to. Minter » tous 
while we. kve,. aud therefore are. the firter 
to perform this Miniſtry when-we dye. Be- 
lievers being thew Care and :Chay e now, 
tis not reaſonable, that they ſhould be negle- 
Ge then, when their Aſſiſtance 4s:eſpecially 
neceſſary. Good Angels under. God, ate 
- bor” preſent Defenders; . The - Angel of | the 
Lord 'encampeth ' round about them | that fear 
bim,, '&c.; Pſalm 34-7. Again, | They ſhall 
keep thee in. all thy:Ways, and bear thee up in their 
Hands, &c. Pſalm g1:141,12.: It would be 
if they that accompany us all along, 
ſhould forſake us in:our laſt Moments: . 
a, m_ will! be' employ'd to gather us 
together Death,” at the Reſurredror, Mat. 
24:31,” And on that: account they are 'ſti- 
ted the Reapers;'c. 13.39. Tho Chriſt him- 
felf will raiſe and quicker our Dead Bodies, 
yet © when they are-raiſed, and quicken'd, it 
will- be: the Work 'of Angels to colle& and 
bring us from the ſeveral Parts of the World 
into one great and' general Aſſembly ; there- 
fore it is the more properly their Work alſo 
to carry our Souls before-hand unto. Glo« 


6. We are to be made equal to Avpels 
hereafter, Lake 20. 36. and to be their E- 
verlaſting Aſſociates, Heb. 12. 22. And there- 
fore what Meſſengers ſo fit to convey us to 
that Place which they themſelves inbaiit ? We 
are deſign'd for the ſame glorious Conditi- 
on, in which they have ſtood from their firſt 


Creation ; we are to hive 18 their Communion, 
and 


[$] 
and 'to- wiite' in their* Praiſes ; conſequently 
they are our moſt ſuitable Tranſlators. 


Fifthly, The USE. 


1. Information, 1, This teaches us, that 
the Glory of Divine Providence is not eclip- 
ſed by the ſubſerviency of ſecond Cauſes, God 
is the grand Agent in our Preſervation ipon 
Earth, and Reception to Heaven ; but An- 
gels are ſubordinate to him in” both. We are 
carried by God ſupreamly, from the Womb to 
the Grave, Ia. 46.3, 4. But this does not 
exclude God's nſe of ſfach Inſtruments as he 
thinks "meet. He is to be moſt gratefully 
acknowledged, and yet they are not to be-de- 
nied, 2, Tho God bath a defire to the whole 
Work of bis Hands, he maniſeſts it ſooreſt to 
our beſt and moſt valuable Part. He does not 
forget the Bodies of Believers, which are his 
Workmanſhip, but yet hedeaves them to lye 
rotting in' the Earth for 4 long time, before 
they are brought to dwell in Heaven ;, where- 
as our Souls, which have the kwelieſs Prints 
of his'/1mage, are immediately upon the diſ- 
ſolving of our Clay-T abernacles let into his 
Preſence ; as Jobs the Beloved Diſciple was forſt 
admitted 1 into the Fiph-Prieſs Palace, and 
afterwards be brought in Peter, John 18; 15, 
I6, 

2. Exhortation. 1, Let Sinners tremble to 
conſider, whither they will be carricd at Death ; 
who are committed to no ſuch Guardians as 


Lazarus in the Text, but on the contrary 
are 
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Canaaht' | bf het laſt \ 7%, Hoon Journey thro 4 
gloomy Valley, yet we ſhall not be pbBy it, 
nor will the- paſſage be' lov ; for we ſhall de 
=_2 "Angels winys, ich move a 'grear 
"faſter, than. thoſe Waggons, Let this 

ther help to Yt' vs wider our ſaddeſt 
Fears, and i» our Agonies, that we 
are embolden'd to ſay' with our laſt "breath, as 
a Ojing Man of God onee did, Angels do Jour 
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—_ he fn all 7 the Subſtavce of. bis Hoſe to 
himſelf Soatuſt it. As 'tis ſaid, Palm 
49. 10, Likewiſe the Fool and the Bruitiſh Pex - 
fon periſh, and leave their Wealth to others. 
When their Soxls are required, they have no 
more Power to retain them, than other Men. 
2, His Funeral; [ And was Buried ]. There 
is no-fuch; thing mentioned concerning the 
Beggar, when he Dyed; not that "” are 
there- 


xdidly adorn'd, aor gallantly attended , he 
$ down. to the Grave with leſs Noiſe and 
ſervation... A decent, [uterrmertt is- without 
wb. 4 due reſpe& to the, very Aſhes. of the 
Dead; and therefore. "uh Long 6: ; 's H 
Pumſhment- to. Jeboggebin, that he ſhould. 
ied with the bxrial of an, AG, Ferem, 22. 19. 
Bt the higheſt reſped of this ſort ( even wheh 
beyond all 


all the bounds aud meaſures of Sobrie- 

ty) which is expreſt ro. the Dead Body, is of 
o- Benefit or Kindneſs to: the departed Sol; 
that. 10. the mean time very often needs the 
pac Coimpaſſion, but. cannot. receive it 3 
Lhe, Mourners here walk about the Streets for 4 
little while, when perhaps the 'Deceaſca is lain 
| down-in-exdleſs Sorrow. 3..'The wretchedneſs of 
his Caſe in the next World; ſer forth by be- 
ing [iz Hell Þ and. [im Torments}. (1.) In 
Hell. "The -origiaal Word "Advs does com- 
monly. ſignifie the tate of the Dead in general, 
and {ſometimes the, Grave, but-here *tis put for 
Hell,” the tate of the Damned, that wotul Re- 
#100, which God hath allotted for the Everlaſt= 
iog Refadence of fallen Angels and wicked Men, 
(2.) Bemp in Torments ;, they that are 1n Hell, 
cannot. be otherwiſe, but ſpend their Eternity 
without one Moment of Eaſe. They are deli- 
ver d to the Tormentors, Mat. 18. 34. And ne- 
E 2 ver 


lerable, when pohanunr ri they 
bn World where cah'be'no or poſſibi- 
4. His Exerciſe of ſight there 
Ls bis Eyes 1. Bodily "Members. 
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the Earth , Phil. 2. 10. ki cantiot , be 
meant of ſuch a bowing, as ſome ſuperſtitiouſly” 
Praiſe, becauſe the Things in Heaven, and 
under the Earth, have no Knees to bow ina li- 
teral Senſe; but 'ris meant of an univerſal Sub-= 
jeUion and Submiſſion to the Power and Autho- 
rity of Chriſt. $o here, the Rich Mad in Hell 
had no Eyes of Fleſh; but the Eye of bis Mind, 
which had been ſhut, while he liv'd, began to 
be oper'd after Death ; his Underſtanding and 
Conſcience were awaker'd, and - he was Core 
vinc'd of thoſe things which he did not appre- 
bend, or would not believe before, 5, The Ob- 
jet of this Sight ; [ And ſeeth Abraham afar 
off, and Lazarus in bis Boſom. ] It would be 
very difficult to conceive, what Profpe the 
damned in Hell (who are compaſit about with 
bl ackoefs of Darkneſs ) could have of the gloti- 
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fied in Heaven, if this were to be underſtood 
Minds very equinly in Serieirs fe fork 
1s very y in Scripture 
by" Sethnp.” 1 ſee (fays Paul) another Law in 
my Members, &c. Rom. 7. 23. 4. e. T under- 
ſtand and Experience that there'is ſuch a Prin- 
ciple of Corruption ſtruggling within.me. So 
here, the Rich Man ſaw Abraham and Laza- 
rus, Le. he knew that - they were together in 
a more Happy State than he was himſelf; he 
knew that the Beggar who had lain at his Gate 
- in Extremity of Pain and Want, was now cer- 
tainly got above all thoſe Evils, and advanc't 
toa far better Condition, than he or any Per- 
ſon _ be in, during their ſtay in this 
World. | 


Obf. The Souls of the Ungodly, even while their 
Bodies lye in the Grave, are m a ſtate of 
greateſt Miſery, which is ag gravated by a 
Senſe of the Bleſſedneſs of Saimts at the ſame 
time. Here 


Firſt, Shew, that there is ſuch a State of 
Miſery for unholy Souls. 

Secondly, That they are AQvally in it, 
when their Bodies are lying in the Grave. 

Thirdly, How they come to have a Sence of 
thoſe things, which before they had nor. 

Foxrthly, How a Particular Sence of the 
Bleſſedneſs of Saints, is an Aggravation of 
their Miſery. 

Fifthly, The USE. 
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Firſt, To ſhew, that.there is ſuch-g fate: of 
Aifery tor wnboly Souls, | Hell-Torments axe no 
Melancholly Fancies, nor:empty threatawgs to 
keep the World in-awe, but fad and dreadful 
Realities, For. - i; 14; 111 s bat 


1. The v/ible purity of Multitudes of Sin- 

ners..in this World, js a/plain Argument-,of 
Wrath treaſured «p | againſt them in| the next. 
It is this very Conſideration which hath chief- 
ly quieted and fatisfied the Minds of good 
Men, with reſpe& to wicked yer ng 
that the Lord knoweth bow to reſerve the unjuſt 
to Future Puniſhment, when he exempts them 
from it at, the preſent, 2 Pet. 2. 9. They are 
not - gre like other Men now, Pſalm 73. 5. 
Becauſe they are to ſuffer a great deal worſe at 
laſt ; the Kod of God. is not wpon them now, 
Job 21.9. Becauſe it is to reſ# upan them 
for ever. Malefafors deſign'd for the Gal- 
lows, eſcape the leſſer Penalties of Whippmg, or 
Burning m the Hand; and their Execution 1s ge- 
nerally, /x/pended to a longer-time, when this 
kind of Penalties are more ſpeedily inflited for 
lighter Offences,  $o the greateſt Criminals 
being often let alone in this Life, it ſhews, 
that there is a /orer Deſtrution appointed for 
them 1n the next, 

2. The worſt of Evis, which at any time 
are, or can be ſuffer'd bere, fall vaſtly ſhort of 
the due Demerit. of Sin, *Tis not poſſible far 
any Sinner to be ſo miſerable within the bounds 
of this Life only, as he deſerves to be on the 

AC» 


there mg DES of the Farting f 
zdlefs alſo, This is implyed in every 'di/- 
CT eating 4 juſt x» het; Heb. 3. 2, 
The Wages of Sin ## (and cannot be” but Eter- 
nal )" Death; Rom. 6. 23. Such a Wages as 
anſwers to the Work, cannot be paid; 1. the 
compaſs of this Temporal Life. = | 

3. There are. few, if any, -Sinners in. the 
World, but what have ſome ntmations and 
preſager in themſelves of ſach a miſerable State 
ercafrer, What elſe is that which the Apo- 
ſtle calls a fearful looking for of Judgment and 
fiery . Indignation ? Heb. 10. 27, | Theſe, fears, 
which. they would remove or extinguiſh, if 
they were able, are the earneſt of what they 
muſt expe& to feel.; their Condemnation by 
their own Hearts at preſent, is like the fir/# 
drops of that horrible Tempeſt which God hath 
threaten'd to Raw vpon them. The Worm 
that never dyes, begins to bite them in, this 
World ; they are tormented before the time, c- 
nough to put it beyoad all Diſpute, that when 
the Time comes, of their Paſſage into Eterni- 
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rors, (Jo .14).5 0 
Ir preſent bemg ſo much, 
tion to Future Miſery. The value of 
Lift which Death puts an end to, is migh- 
tily ſadk by the continual Preſſures and Grie- 
vances which attend. it, and taking them all 


together, they gen weigh down our Com- 
forts and DR ILY That we might. be 
reaſonably willing to quit, both at once. - *Tis 
therefore the ſecond Death 'which gives the 
main bx 5 to the juſt 


5. The Glory of God's Juſtice could not. en- 
dure ever, if all the Monuments of it. 
ſhould be defaced, when this World comes to 
an end. Every Divine Attribute is to ſhine 
forth with an Eternal Luſtre ; and therefore 
the impenitent Sinner muſt ſuffer the Venge- 
ance of Eternal Fire. "The Wrath of God which 
1S now reveald from Heaven 'in the Word, 
Rom. 1, 18.'is to be manifeſted without feng 
by its Effefts in Hell. Afoſes cryes qut, 


- 
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«th, the Power of thine Anger ? Palm'go. rt, 
is all ſpent and ewbauſtedin this World, 
ON might-cably be anſwer'd.. A 
s Wrath would then reach: as far as 
God's ; for Men can kill the Body, and torture 
it, before. they kill it ; but when-theyihave fo 
they can do. no;more, all their: Revenge 
ver ; whereas, the: anknown Triumphs: of 
ite Juſtice are. perget#al. 01 21 
'» 6, Jeſus Chriſt came upon /a very yan 'and 
eedleſs Errand imto the World, if there be no 
-thing as a State of Miſery , after. Death. 
His Buſineſs ( worthy -of being undertaken by 
ſo great a Perſon )- in;coming from the higheſt 
Heavens, was to delizzer. Souls. from \the' loweſt 
Hell. 1. Our 'Loxd does-nort ſaveius from the 
le 5 Conſquences of Sin, the. Calamities of 
this Life, for we are. ſtill expoſed to- them, 
tho he. be made Redemption to us; he: ſantiifies 
them indeed by his. Spiris, but his' Providence 
daes not certainly defend us againſt them, Do 
we therefore enjoy no. nmwnty by the Death 
of Chriſt? Did he ſhed his' Blood, and leave 
us. as Obnoxious, as we were before ? No ſure- 
ly; He bath deliver'd us from the Wrath to 
come; 1 Theſl. 1. 10. There is our Priviledge; 
but it that Wrath be Imaginary, 10 is our De- 
liverance, | 


_ 


Is. 


_ 
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Secondly, That unholy Souls are afally in 
ſuch a State of Miſery, when the Bodzes 
which Death hath parted them from, are-lymg 
in the Grave, As there is a Reſurreftion of 
( or to) Damnation, which concerns-the <4 
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oi aan "brift does not. 
of what'the - "So8'endarts,” when it'is ve 
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not yot-opke oem en Toru ”. 27 
28, 29.” "Which conld\not be conliſtent with 
Truth, if -the Rich! Man's''Forments' here, 
were to be underſtood after” the RefuredFion, 
for "then the ſtate of all Ferfons and Things, 
will be univerſally alter'd-and fixed. | 
2, "There 'is a Judgment which paſſes v 
every Perſon at the end of this Life, as we a 
there will be at the end of the World; when 
he dyes; \as well as when he comes to be rais'd 
; Which is commonly diſtinguiſht into. a 
Particular and General-Jadgment, and there is 
the ſame" event as to' both. The Particular 
Judgmeiit- determines/the Sou! to that —_— 
neſs 
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part 'of us at" our laſt Moments: The 
ſeems to hiat theſe two ſeveral Sea- 
fſaxs of Judgment. : We ſhall all ftand before" the 
Tudgment Seat of Chriſt ;, i. e. all together, ma- 
king our Joint-appearance, Roy. 14.10. And, 
#viery one of us give account- of bimſelf to 
God; i. 'e; every one fangly, and alone, wer, 
I 
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© 28; The Time of Life is the Time of Di- 
vine Forbearance ; whereas if the Souls of the 
Wicked were not turned into Hell before the 
Day» of \Judgment, there would be'a much 
greater Exerciſe of Patience towards them af- 
ter' Death, than befare it. The long ſuffering 
of God" waits on the Diſobedient, while living , 
. 1 Pet. 3. 20. Bnt when Death comes, it: gives 
Way to provoked Fury; God bears with Sin- 
ners or this [ide the Grave ;* but not beyond it ; 
he bold®#his Hand ( it may be) as long as they 
are in this World, but upon their removal, he 
lets it looſe; and Wrath takes place from 
thence forward for ever. 

4.. Next to the Frevention of Hell it ſelf, it 
would be the maſt acceptable Doctrine to a 
Sinner, to think that he ſhould be kept, not 
only while he lives, but while the World 
ſtands, from going thither. If the not executing 
of Judgment ſpeedily in this Life be an encou- 
ragement”to Sin, Ecd, 8, 11, How much 
more would it be: to have the THE , 
uC 
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Thiwdly, How come. the. damned in-Hell to 
have a Senſe! of thoſe things there, which they 
had not here in this World ? To lift »p their 
Eyes then, which were always clos'd befare ? 


1. In Hell, the vail.of Judicial Blindneſs is 
taken away ( fo far as'it tended to their fin! 
Quiet) and. the Spirit of deep goes off, 

ow they are given up to: ſtupid Security, 
like Forab in the Sides of the Ship ;, but they ſhall 
feel their Danger when they are irrecoverably 
in it, like a Man that is tumbled to the midſt 
of the Sea. They are ſear'd and Fd now, 
0 that things /to come do not afte&t them, but 
when thoſe things become preſent, Conſcience 
revives, and ( as Sampſon with the Philiſtines 

him_) ſhakes it ſelf. | God hides the Heart 
Foo Underſtanding here, and that very juſt! 
after Men have hoodwinkt themſelves, and 7 
they go on;to:Hell Blndfold; but in Hell, they 
are immediately rows'd, Convittion ſeizes and 
faſtens upon them. That Lsght which they 
withſtood and. kept oxt. from tm 
Repentance, will break &: to their Everlaſting 
Confuſion, 2, In 
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Foaring ; no Ws ine, but 
Gad, The miſerable Sin- 
e. alluring Vanities behind 
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ly, How i is KA Miſery of the Damned 
, by w Sence. of the Bleſſedneſs of the 
fide! ? 4 | 


N "ge. | conty ary ka of, Caſes, and particular- 


ly in this, does ſet and heighten another. 
It makes Hell ſo much the worſe, becauſe there 
is ſuch a place as Heaver: Outer Darkneſs is 
e more. Diſmal by reaſon. of it's Oppolition 
0 an Inheritance in iekt It adds to a Man's 
orment to be upon the Rack, when others 
are" at perfe&t reſt in Abraham's Boſam. A 
ſtate of wretched Corfinement is the lels tole- 
able,” when there are ſuch as live. in the 
weet Enjoy ment of glorious Liberty. It is an 
Aggra- 


of God, 


deration of . the Quality of the P who 
are the Objet#s of it. © "Theſe bleſſed ones-jn Hea- 
ven, were formerly during their abode ' on 
Earth, of all Men the moſt deſpiſed ; were 
made a Cache ford ( many © them) | by 
Reproaches "and other Afﬀii@ions, Heb. 1 23: 
A ſcorn and a deriſjon tb thoſe that were- round a- 
bout them; Pſalm 44. 13.. Now . that theſe 
Men ſhould be advant't to fo much_Glory, 
muſt needs be yery cutting to thoſe that have 
vilified and et them at nought ; they can never 
bear that, ſuch as they, counted the filth of the 
World; fionld be tiumber'd among - God's 
brighteſt Jewels. | 

4. It will aggravate the Sinner's Miſery, 
that the ſame Bleſſedneſs which Saints now 


poſ- 
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more bitterly bewail his Folly. . 

» JJ. 3 of ” a4 

;{Fiftbly; The V'SE.” 

(:; t;{nformation. ' 1 .:Ohſtinate Infidelity will 
have a-deſperate Cire at laſt; As:ſtabborn as 
Men are -now) in. their: re/iſtingiof the. Truth, 
Sobiing, Defiance to alt the Reaſon and 
Evidence which is laid defere-eheayy or let 
them know, that' theſe Atbeiftical Trixmphs 
are;but. ſhort, for there is not one wnconvinced 
Sitnier: in Hell, As. the' Devils believe, ſo do 
all that ſhare in -the fame Puniſhment with 

| them, All ſuch Perſons may read both their 
Temper and their Doom in that Text, I/a; 
26.11. Lord, when thy Hand is lifted up, they 
will not ſee ; but they: ſhall ſee, &c.'\ They will 
uot as. long as they can -avoid!it, but they 
ſhall, when they canavoid it no longer. 2. If 
Fleaven needed any thing to recommend it, or 
render -it more defaynble than it is, it would be 
© by the Senſe which the Glorified have of the 
Miſery of the Damned, This is teaſonable to 

con- 
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2. Exbortation. 1. Let all Perſons be per- 
ſwaded to krow that for their good now,'whi 
otherwiſe they will know to their fruitleſs Yex- 
ation, 'whets it is too late. ' Hewho'turneth in 
to the Stravge-womar, is ſaid not to brow that 
the Dead are:there, and that ber. Gueſts ar# ini'the 
= wear 18.- But the'time'is 
ening;:when he-ſhalb be-made to know: it 

by woful Experience. Its in this Caſe, 48 it 
was. with acre, geo who knew \ n0t - that 
Evil was near ; Judg.” 2o. 34-:But: quick- 
ly after:ſaw that Evil was come penrabeier 7 44; 
Our Wiſdom -lies/ in -therExerciſe of preven- 
tive Knonledpe; keeping our 'Eyes: ſo: open 
now, that ow pM ven lift the ini Hell, 
2:"Let'us learn to ſtand in awe of: thati-God; 
who is able to:ſhew bis Wrath; and' make his 
Power known by ſuch terrible Effectsi!v7 Tis & 
Leſſon 'which Chriſt teuthesius; Ada. 10728; 
Fear bim; 'who' is able ' to deſtroy both Soul \and 
Body in "Hell ;, \firſ# the Soul; and afterwards 
the Body, The meer fear of Wrat ” _ 
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deed too /awiſh a Principle for Children to be 
ated_by; but yet _it becomes even a Child 
of God to tremble at the thoughts of what bis 
Father will inflict 0n/\ the *DeviPs ' Slaves, 
while he rejoyces in being begotten to better 
Hopes, We are to ſave Men with fear, ra- 
ther than let them | periſh by fooliſh Con- 
fidence ;, for they that dare. to Sin in the 
Face of ſuch Deſtru@ion, can have no- ex- 
cuſe or Cloak 'for their Sin, 
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24» And he. cried, - and ſaid; Father 
Abraham, have Merey on me, and fend 
Lazarus, that he may dip the Tip of 
his Finger in Water, and cool my 


Tongue , for I am tormented in this 
e. 


HE Rich Man being ( like Judas) gore 
4 oF eAirw Place, as hath been pe 

e Words begin the Dialogze, which is 
continued to/ the end of the Chapter, between 
Him and Abraham ;, which we are by no 
means to underſtand, as if there were, or 
could. be, any ſuch Conferences held between 
the / glorified and damned; for the Rich Man 
Jaw Abrahara afar off, v. 23. Heaven and 
Hell are at too great a Diſtance, to admit of 
mutual Converſation betwixt their ſeveral In- 
babitants; but the ſcope of the whole is to 
ſhew, what might be probably urged by the one, 
and what might as reaſonably be replied by_the 
other. In this Verſe particularly, we find the 
Rich Man turn'd Beggar : Lazarus bad been 
| fo on Earth, and now he js ſo in Hell. And 
be cryed, and ſaid, &C, 

Where 
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Where' we have- theſe three things; 

Perſon whom he addreſſes to, the Petition i 

, with the Growid and Reaſon of it. 
I. Perſon whom” he addreſſes to; [ Fa- 
ther | Abrabam”] He-calls him by that Title, 
not only out of reſpe&t to him, as an Emi- 
xent-Perſon, but as the real Father of the Jew- 
iſb' Nation; And that People to whom this 
Parable ,was ſpoken, boaſted much in it, and 
laid a great deal of ſtreſs upon it, that they 
bad A m. to be their Father, Mat. 3. 9. 
Joln 8. 39. They Thought that the Privs- 
ledge of being deſcended from him, gave them 
a rightful claim to all manner of Bleſſings ; 
and therefore the Rich Mar here is intro- 
duced peaking in their Language, to Preface 


the following Words with more Advantage... 


2. The Petition it ſelf, which is ſet down 
both more generally, and more expreſly. 
(1.) More Generally ;, | Have Mercy on me }. 
One may _ well think that the Papiſts are 
pur very hard to it, when they would draw 
1n this Text to countenance the Dodarine and 
PraQtice of Praying to departed Saints ;, where- 
as the Swpplicant here, was not a lwwmg Man, 
but a damned Soul in Hell ; and the 7ſſue of 
the Petition was diſcouraging enough ; he 
urged it to no purpoſe, as the iſſue of all 
Prayers to Saints will be ; he was diſappoint- 
* ed as to what he delir'd, and mer with a de- 
mial, Saints can have no Mercy, where God 
bath none ;, "tis in vain to invoke their Bowels, 
when bzs are ſhut up. They that have'forſa- 
ken the Fountain of Compaſſion, can have no 
F 2 Be- 
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Benefit. © by going to 1ſterns.. . (2.) More Ex- 
uk Is and'ſo his requeſt - may 
vided into three Parts. 1. [; _ 
x4rus ]; *tis no ſtrange thing for the. 
Swmets to be ſometimes glad of the h 
the meaneſt Saints + to ſeek to. be roy 
thoſe very Perſons to whom they, themſelves 
have been- moſt barbarons ; [as the Rich" XAan 
here intreats relief by. that Lazarus, whom. 
he when on Earth would not relieve.. The 
Time may come, when the great ones; of the 
World - will not only: earneſtly covet -the 
Mercies which they now contemn, 'but. be 
" -alſo to:employ the Inſtruments which 
ey are moſt apt. to ſleight. © '2:- [That 
Taye may dip the Tip of bus Finger in Water the 
three hundred Men of whom Grdeor's Army 
__ compos'd by God's Dire&ion, were ſuch 
as lapped the Water, by taking a little in the 
Palms. of: their Hands, and fo putting it to 
their: Mouths,  Judg. 7. 6. But. this; dipping 
of the end of the Finger in Water, isa-great 
deal-lefs. It is a ſmall Favour which is askt, 
and | yet: not. ſo: ſmall, but that it is 1efus'd 
how. little ſoever thoſe miſerable Souls do 
crave, there is nothing which will be granted. 
3. [And cool my Tongue 7] ſeparate Souls have 
really no Tongues, any more than Eyes; but 
there may. be an Alluſion to the Anguiſh of 
this Part; becauſe- the Tongue is a Member * 
whoſe fonful Abrſe is: particularly puniſht- in 
the next: World; for the Holy Ghoſt: ſays, 
that the Tongue 1 is a Fire, and ſet on Fire of 
Hell, James 3, 6. Therefore 'tis very jolt, 
at 
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that it, ſhonld be reveng'd. with Fire in ., ell 
alſo... That Tongue which. is ſo often inor- 
dinately heated now, will need as. much to be 
cooFd. LM "The Ground and Reaſon 
of this Petition ; { For / am tormented in this 
Nw ; He is faid to be #n Torments, v, 23, 

e.Cauſe of the Tormeat. is ſet forth. 
This aka uch like Paſſages in Scripture, 
have given the occaſion of the Diſpute, whe- 
ther. Hell-fire be Materia! or Metaphorical ; 
whether it be properly and ſtrictly Fire, 
ry: $.we ſee or feel in this World, or on- 
moſt exquiſite Torture re reſented to us 
that Figure. The latter 15 moſt likely, 
we. conſider, :(1,) That a Material Fire 
cannot feed upon Spirits ; however the Body 
might. be femel <q a devouring Flame ; the 

Soul” is no . combuſtible Subſtance. , (2.) "The 
Fire, which the Damned. are fſentenc'd to, is 
the lame with that which 1s prepared for the Le- 
wil and his Angels, of whom real Fire can take 

-no hold, and upon whom it hath no Power, 

Hat, 25. 41-. (3.) Temporal Calamatics 10 
this. World are often;ſet forth by the Meta- 

phor of _ Fire, - Pſalm 66. 12. Ifa. 43. 2. and- 
many other Places. (4.) The Wrath of God, 
and Guilt of Sin are frequently compar'd to 

Fire, when it cannot. be underſtood of Fire 
in a literal Senſe, Pſalm 79. 5. James 5. 3. 
(s.). This Metaphor, when applied to Eter- 
nal Puniſbments, is often varied, which inti- 
mates a figurative Meaning. Sometimes Hell 
is ſtiled a Furnace of Fire, Mat, 13. 50. and at 
other Times a Lake of Fire, Rev.*29. 24. i5, 
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Now a Furnace and a Lake are {© very diffe- 
rent, that Hell cannot be both, if we take thoſe 
Phraſes according to the Letter. 6) The 
Repreſentation of the Torments ell by 
Fire, does not only refer -to Fire'in general, 
as a raging furious Element, but jt ſeems to 
have a particular refpet'to that Fire, where- 
in the 1dolatrow 1/raelites offer'd up their Chil- 
dren to Moloch. This is the t, which 
the Prophet ſays, was ordaird of . Old ; Ifa. 
30. wt. And the place where this Cruelty 
was exercis'd, was the Yalley of Himom (near 
to Jeruſalem ); and therefore Hell-fire, Mat. 
$. 22. 18 in the Greek, the Fire of Gehenna, 
or the Fire of the Valley of Hinnom, Wretch- 
ed Souls will be ſacrificd to Infinite Juſtice, 
as thoſe Poor Infants were there to a ſenſe- 
leſs Idol. So that the Holy Ghoſt makes uſe 
of the ſamilitude of Fire in this diſmal Caſe, 
becauſe the thing it ſelf was made uſe of by 
the Jews on that inhumane-Occafion. 


Obſ. The leaſt Refreſhments are 1mpatient 
deſir'd by Damned Souls im Hell, thoup 
moſt righteouſly withheld from them, 
Here, q 


Firſt, Shew, what Refreſhments they are 
which the Damned in Hell defire. 
' Secondly, Whence theſe Deſires do ſpring. 
Thirdly, Why all Refreſhments are righte- 
ouſly withheld. 
Fourthly, The US E, = 
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7ft,, To ſhew, what thoſe Refreſhments 
as = or wg row =_ defire. ' 'S0 
r as the Tight tpture, and the Nature 
of the thing will help-us'to judge of a State, 
which we are utter Strangers to, we may'with' 
good Reafon conchude, that © whatſoever 
would Miniſter any relief to them, is earneſt- 
. ty wiſht for by them. Particolarly 


1, A Recovery, if it might be, of their for- 
mer Enjoyments, It Pig truly "faid of 
them in Hell, as it is of Babylon upon her fall, 
Rey, 1.8. 1.4. That all things the which their Souls 
lifted after, are departed from them ;, but. the 
Luſt after fuch things does ſtill remaiz. "Their 
worldly carnal Inclinations and Appezites are 
not. deſtroy*d, tho - the ObjeFs of them are 
taken away. The Miſeries of the Damned 
do not make ſuch an happy Alteration, as to 
render any of them, more ſprritually Minded 
than they were on Farth., . "They ſavour'd the 
things of the Fleſh before, and ſo they do ſtill ; 
they were Lovers of Pleaſures more than Lov:rs 
of God before, and fo they continue fill. 
The Principles of Senſualiry ſtick to them, as 
much as ever, tho they are debarr'd from 
the As. It is part of their Sorrow, that 
they have left all their Delights behind them ; 
for if they could command them ow, as free- 
ly as once they did, Hell would be better to 
them, than Heaven. Tho they enjoy'd too 
much of theſe things, while they liy'd, yet 
even after Death they ſay not, that they had 

F 4 enough ; 
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enough ; they would be glad to return to them 
again 5) chey would . look out for. 
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cannot. bear .up.:.,. AS, no Ne, Power 
dh the, Todicnation of God, y Hu-. 
atience can. endure 1t "The, reat 7 
of bis Yath 5s come, and. who ſtall be able. to 
and? cry they, Rev. 6.17. And yet.that 
was but a leſſer -Day of Vengeance . here; on 
Earth ;,.. Damned Souls have a, load; upon 
them, which Mountains ,of Lead are, nothing 
in. Compariſon of; and yet if we could ſup- 
an e ay gracious "Influence or Yertue going 
om* God to them, . how ſtrangely 
99es they be apheld 2 God Promiſes to make 
Fo Man's ed; in his Sickneſs ;. and. it he 
do the like for. thoſe that make, ther 
bee in Hell, how math more eaſze . would 
y... be, than they - are. ? ., One Smile. from 
oY the leaſt Glimpſe of any Favour, would 
wonderfully revwwe them in, that, Con + pn 
of the Dead. Now tho the Damned 

Love ta God themſelves, yet_they muſt en 
deſire Manifeſtations of Kindneſs from him for 
their own Relief ; What would they not, give 
to hear the leaſt ſounding of bis Bowels, while 
they are ſtruggling with hus Diſpleaſure ? " 

3- 
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13: An abatement of their Miſery is ſelfy a 
hgbrening . of. their Burden, is very deſirable, 
when. there. is not. Strenath. to. under it. 
Tho. God do: not. quite take off his Hang from 
2. muſerable Creature, yet he cag;anake a great, 
ace in the meaſure of layin & 67; ſome 
ain that God's. Hand reſſth hen fore, 
alm. 38..2. When- others, iy Compariſon 
re but ently roucht; with it; Now the, Hand 
God. lyes wery beavy. upon all ,that, are, in 
Hell; and therefore it God would, but ode- 
rate their. Sufferings,: it, would be a;.marvel; 
lous Refreſhment. Here, .if God. do: 21/at-. an 
Tus yet we know. it. not 1m great, Extremity, 
Jo .35-.15- But in Hell, he makes. a way to 
s Anger, var 1p. all bis. Wrath, \{o; that, a 
forhearance of ſome. Negrees of ;Punaſſiment 
would 'gratifie them in oy, part ;.of - their 
Wiſhes. The Scripture Ipeaks.,of; Judgment 
witbout-, Idercy,. James 2.:13. Such ;Judgmenr 
is ſcarcely executed any. where, but among 
the Damned, and there it is; the Compaſ» 
ons of God may be faid to. fail there; he pu- 
miſhes Sin there, as it deſerves ; the Yeages 
ance which he. hath now i fore, .will then 
be all krought forth; and: therefore. in fuch..a 
Caſe, the Suppreſſion of any of it is undoubted- 
Iy to be. defir'd. ; 

4- Jntermiſſion m Suffering, tho but for a 
few Moments, now and then, would be count- 
ed an Advantage. in.,a miſerable Eenyts 
'That which makes their Torments the worle, 
is the Conſtancy.of them, as well as the length ; 
they.are. continual, as well as endleſs. 17Tis the 
| Accent 


Jaſtice of God makes no ſtop 

in the "inflicting their Torments' v 
them, bnt-is | always going on, How comtor- 
table therefore would*ir be to. them, to be 
allowd"the leaſt breathing Time, the ſhorteſt 
meerval' between one” Pars and another ? 
Whereas'in Hell, it is not ſo much a Sacceſſi- 
on of "Miſery, as one Inſtant of it without 
Succeſſion. 

5. A Power of tak r Arathor Thoughts 
from the” Torments which they endure. If 
they were cable to do this, the enduring of 
thoſe Torments would be far leſs grievons : If 
they conld' ſeparate their Minds from their 
Troubles, they might make them” tolerable ; 
but when our Tronbles do fully poſſeſs our 
Minds, and take wp all our Faculties ( which 
is their Caſe ) it muſt of neceſſity be very 
doleful. The Soul in Hell is the very Seat and 
Subje of their Suffering ; and therefore *tis 
impoſſible that they ſhould forget their Miſery, 

or 
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or put it ont of their View. As David ſaid 
of his Sin, they may ay of their Sorrow, that 
"tis ever before them, Pfalm 51. 3. It niuſt be 
always preſent to their Underſtandings, be- 
cauſe = ntnpery is _ of the Parts 
affeed;, the e of 't orment 15 Conti- 
nually flying Ss Eyes, and beating 'back in: 
their Faces, as faſt as it iſſues forth. What a 
Refreſhment would it be, if they could bur 
retire and withdraw a little from themſelnes ! 
If they could but benum their ſpiritual Senſes 
for a while, and'lay their Sods aficep in that 
Fetl of Fire ! Surely if Deſires could purchaſe 
ſuch a Liberty, every one . wonld have it, as 
one of the beſt Remedies for that deplorable 
Condition. i 


Secondly, Whence do theſe Defrres'of Re- 
freſhmeat ſpring in damned Souls? 


T7. Defire will move and work of-it ſelf in 
a reaſonable C reature. We mult ceaſe to be 
reaſonable, if a known and apprehended abſent 
Good be not defir'd. The Soul hath as natu- 
ral an Appetite to good, as it hath an Averſs- 
on from Evil; an Appetite (TI fay ) to the 
receiving, tho not to the doing of Good. De- 
ſires of Grace are not more natural to holy re- 
newed Souls, than the Love of Reſt and Eaſe 
is to the very worſt of /aful Souls. If Heaven 
be revealed to a Sinner in Torments, as a 
ſtate of Happineſs and Tranquility, he cannot 
but covet it, tho he hath no Inclination to 


it as a ſtate of Parity and /mleſs ES 
A 
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Nature will "piers fuch | Deſires as theſe , 
juſt as, in Pharaob, -notwithſtanding: all his 
bardneſs,, who ſtill mmtreated.the removal of the 
ſeveral Plagaes. from him;  .; | 
2, Deſire of Rebef is excited and increas't 
Ro gener Miſery, 4 Man's 
in a: burning- Feaver -15\ more and more 
enflam'd and. hei end, by the continuance 
and progreſs, of his Diſcaſe.; the longer - the 
iſtemper laſts upon him, the greater is, his 
Tharſtz. ſo 'tis, here ,. the loyger ther Maſery 
abid n.them in Hell, {o. much; the ,more 
nfoffr e it. is, and 40; much the more. eager 
are they; to get-'( iſ they. could ) ſome Miti- 
gation, of it. Cuſtom. which makes ſome. E- 
vils fanultar to us, makes us more quiet uny 
der them; but in this Caſe, the Soul is more 
impatient. of them; ; The longer the. Sinner 
bath born them, the greater tedrowfneſs he hnds 
in bearmg *them ; he is ſtill the leis ſatished 
with his; Condition, and the more ſollicitous 
to bave it mended. 

3. The letting looſe, of raging Paſſions, in 
Hell is purpoſely order'd by: God as an Addi- 
tion to their- Torment, It. is in the Power 
.of God, ( and bis Prerogative alone it 1s) to 
reftrain ,and tye up - Men's. Aﬀe#1ons., as. he 
Pleaſes z, that the Soul ſhall.not go forth to any 

+ Objedts.from which. he -hath, a; mind. to keep 
it - back. Or. elſe how could he have made 

ood that Promiſe to. the Jems, that no Mar 

d. deſire, their . Land, . &c.. Exod. 34. 24. 

But when he will, he can. alſo take off the 
Ftridle, and leave Men to be their own .T or- 
mentors 
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mentors by the vehemency of their own Paſ- 
ſions, $0 it is it Hell; for imſatiable reftleſs 
Deſires after that- which 1s impoſſible to be ob- 
tain'd, are certainly-an. extraordinary Puniſh- 
ment ;, to Luſt and not to bave,:yea:to Luſt 
ſtrongly, when we camot have; /is'a moſt 
woful Plague. 


Thirdly, 'Why.are all Refreſhments righte- 
ouſly withheld from damned Souls, tho, paſſio- 
nately defir'd ? There: are divers: Reaſons 
tending tothe Vindication of God's Juſtice in 
this; Caſe | As ;. x #3 


1. Becauſe they did .not-ackrowiedge God/in 
the Plenty which they once 'had,' while they 
were on Earth. They; that wilt not; own 
their Benefador, are deſervedly puniſht with 
the loſs of all his Benefits. ; as was threaten'd 
to the Iſraelites, Neut. 28.47, 48. Becauſe 
thou ſervedſt not the Lord' thy God.with Toyful- 
neſs and gladneſs of Heart for the abundance of 
all things :, therefore thou ſhalt ſerve thine Ene- 
mies in Hunger and Thirſt and Nakedneſs, and 
the want of all things. Sinners, while. they 
live here upon God's bowrty, regard him not, 
and therefore hereafter they ſhall be:cut ſhort 
as much. They. receive Z#erally now, and 
they ſee not the Hand that's oper'd to them ; 
therefore hereafter that -hand ſhall be ſhut, 
and give out nothing for;them to take Com- 
fort in. He whom they deny while their 
Cup runs over, will deny: them at laſt, 


2, Be- 
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2: Becauſe-all that they had from: God, 
while they were in this World, they were 
ready to 'take' it as their dae'; as if it'were a 
Debt, and 'not an Alms as'if it rj jy be- 
longd,- and were not Freely communicated to 
them. © Iris juſt therefore, that in 'Hell they 
ſhould find the contrary; viz. that they ne- 
ver eojoyer any thing, but what was the 
meer” "of - Mercy, and what God might 
have withheld, if he'had\ thought fit. 
extream Perry -of that State teach them, 
that when God filled them with good things, he 
might have ſent them cleamneſs of -Teeth ;, that 
he who ts the Lord of both. Worlds, might 
have\dealt with them before, as he does mow. 
God is kind #0 the untbankful and to the Evil 
in this World, Zak 6, 35. But they are not 
ſenſible- of his Kindneſs ;- when it ceaſes in 
the next World; they will-be ſenſible. 

3. Becauſe they enlarg'd their Defire as Hell, 
and. ould not be ſatisfied, while they had their 
abode oh” Earth, Aab.'2. 5. Small Matters 
would not Content them, while they were 
living here; *a ſufficiency would not ferve ; 
they muſt be, as' Job in his Proſperity was, 
c. 29. 6. When be waſhed: bis Steps with Butter, 
and the Rock pour 'd - bim ont” Rivers of Ol ;, or 
elſ& they would be Cur/ing God in their Hearts, 
and ſetting their Mouths ' againſt the Heavens. 
Daily Bread was not enough for them ; they 
asked- Meat, ( like the Jews of Old ) not on- 
ly for their Neeceflity, ' but for their Luſts, 
Pſalm 78:-+8. It is: therefore a righteous 
thing that theſe lofty Sinners ſhould be brought 


/o 
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fo ow, as to value that which before they 
would - have /pilt por. the Grownd ;./ to. ſeek 
thoſe mean Refreſhments which once they 
ould | have ſearn'd. | | 
_ 4+ Becauſe they ſhew'd wo Mercy, when they 
were capable of doing-it, to thoſe that were 
more #udigent than themſelves., . Now they are 
puniſhr in their own Kind; they that draw out their 
Souls 30 the Hungry, are under a Promiſe that 
God will /atisfie” their Souls in Drought ;, 11a. 
$8..10, 11. The tiberal Soul partakes of the 
Fatneſs of God's Houſe in Heaven, while 'the 
Uncharitable - Fine - away in Hell. | Job ſays, 
that he had »&x withheld the Poor from their 
e, nor cauſed the | Eyes of the Widow to 
ul, nor eaten- bis Mor ſel alone, without afford- 
ng. the Fatberleſs. a ſhare, C. 31, 16,47. - But 
how.can they expet -to- be reliev'd by God 
hereafter, that have ſent ſo many empty away 
whom it was in their Power to ſup- 
ply 2: The Rich Man refuſed Crumbs to La- 
Es, and (is therefore denied a Drop him- 


Fourthly, The-V S E. 


Tt. Information. - 1. If Souls have no RKe- 
Jreſhment in Hell, how much leſs will they 
have a releaſe out -of it? Who can look for 
a total Ceſſation of thoſe Torments, of which 
he cannot obtaia ſo much as a Partial Miti- 
gation ? If the Sinner - can have nothing to 
leſſen his Miſery, how can he. ;think that any 
thing ſhould ever pt. an end to it, which-1s a 

| great 


[80 ] 


«oe more?! The Rich _— not pre- 
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"that *Re-union - will com 
Happineſs 'of their whole Perſons ; but it will 
the wretchedneſs of the Damned; and _ 
for that. Reaſori muſt - needs be againſt their 
Wills Their Puniſhment ' already is greater ' 
tha#h they\can bear ;, and if the Body were ne- 
ver to he raiſed,” and if in'this Senſe they were 
to lye down and not be gathered, (Job 27.19 ) 
they would never repine. 3. Feing #t ſelf "is 
without doubt de/3rable to rhe Damned. If 
they could return to their firſt nothing, or- be 
turned to 'abſolute Deſtru&1on, it would be 
better for them. - Like thoſe, Rev. 9.6; They 
ſeek Death, and find it not and deſare to Dye, 
but it fl s from them. There is no Man fo 
fond © tha Notion of Exiſtence, but what 
would rather chuſe not to be, than to be ex- 
trearmly miſerable. Chriſt tells- us in the Caſe 
of Fulas, It had been good for that Ma; if be 
Þad not been Born,” Mat. 26. 24. 

2, Exbortation. 1. Deſpiſe the «tmoſt Se- 
verities of Men, when compared with 'what 
God-inflits in the next World. Humane 
Puniſhments'cannot be ſo-imbitter'd, but that 
there -may be 'a ſweetneſs mingled with them 
- an 
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and that ſweetneſs predominant too. Wheti 
Men do their worſt to make” our Sufferings a+ 
bond, we may have ( even more) abownding 
Conſolation alſo, 2 Cox. x. g. If they: will al- 
low us otlly the Water of Aﬀii&ion, Gott can 
TinGure it with the rich Wie of the Kingdom: 
2. Beware of reſting in 'a meer deſire of Sal- 
vation . from Hell ;, for that alone cannot be 
ſaving ,, there are deſixes of the ſame kind ig 
Hell it elf. . Flatter not your ſelves with that 
as a Mark or Evidence of Gyace, which ( you 
ſee ) is conſiſtent with a ſtate of a@#nal Dam- 
nation, No Man would go to Hell; if wiſh- 
ing to eſcape it were enough; or at leaſt, no 
Man would be detained if the'craving 
of ' Deliverance thence "might be ' accepted 
with God. 3. Live in the diligent Purſmats of 
Heaven, where you will meet with the Hap- 
2» Reverſe of all that -hath been now faid. 
God - will :deal with you” there, as | Solomort 
with the Queen of Sheba, 2 Chron: 9g. 12, Give 
You all your Deſare, and vaſtly oxtdo it. God 
will do for -you, beyond what you can think ; 
future Enjoyment ſhall exceed all preſent Ima- 

mation. You ſhall not ask - of Watt 

t have Rivers of Pleaſure, and {wim ina full 


Ocean of Joy, 'without; the leaſt Drop of Sor 
row to'dimuniſh it.” 
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Inks xvi. KEY. 0 315" 

. oBur Abrahatn"/a94 Sons "Tement- 
ber that” thou? int Lifton, -recetu- 
qd thy ood Hhags, and le &, La- 
a g.27, pon things. but is: com 
"Ah aud thow atf. tormented. 
oOQ ol + y; 

F. HESE Wards begins the Ae which 
ga which 18 ſet own in the oreg, Ve 
and this ;Anſwer-conſiſts of/ two \Parts'; the 
Manat the Equity of te eequlE being wie, 
Equity af his requeſt: being 

in; this Verſe ; "06d the-latter Part. iz 26 con- 

tince him likewiſe of the awpoſfibility of y—_ 
j 1n the Verſe hich ee apo 4 

rſt conſider what relates to the-#quity of the 

refuſal; in-this Verſe ;\-But Abraham ſard,” &c. 

In which part of che: Anſwer we have theſe 
four things. th the Title: of -the--Perſon ſpoken 
to, the ſerious AGF which he'is putmpon; the 
ſubje Matter of that A&, and a reaſonable 
Inference propos'd from thence. 1. The Ti- 
t'e of the Perſon ſpoken to; [ Sor]. As the 
Rich Man had called Abraham Father ;, ſo here 
Abrabamicalls him Sor," as being, Lineally de- 
Neended from him, and of his/Sced according 


to 
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to the Flefh, or becauſe this was a cotthmon and 
tary Term, which Superionrs 'made uſe 
of king to their Inferiors. So Joſhua to 
Acban, M9 Son, Joſh. 7. 19, | And Fl: to 

'Man' that came out of the 7Faclitiſh Ar- 
EE Sam. 4.16. Nor is there any more 


ego: expreist hereby, than by the nſual 
pellatioa of Friendz a Name ſometimes 
given'to real Enmentes;, as by Chriſt to Jagas, 
Att. 25. 50. And to him that had not the 
Wedding-Garment, ©. 22.12. who was after- 
wards bound Hand' and Foot and taken away 
and caſt into outer Darkneſs, v. 13. Names and 
Titles are poor dependances, and will do 
no kindneſs to thoſe who are not as they are 
c:led; bot rather ſerve'to wpbraid and ſhame 
thetm. Abrabam's Children, that -walk not in 
bis$teps, will fall into the greater Condemna- 
tion; ifhe be their Father, ic will be enquir'd, 
where is their Fath, and their Obedience, in 
Imitation of his ?©For otherwiſe, fuch a Xe- 
tation will but make them the greater Sinners, 
and the more miſerable. 2. "The ſerious AGF * 
which he is put npon, [ Remember ]. That 
Faculty which, is "4 lirtle improy'd, and fo 
much- perverted now, will be exerciſed here- 
after, to the incyeafe of their Sorrow ;, for they 
will have Everlaſting Leiſure in Hell to review 
their Folly and Madneſs, while they liv'd on 
Farth. "Thoſe things which they would not 
apply their Hearts to in this World, they will 
nor be able to avoid thinking of in the next , 
as Facob when he firſt heard of his Son's 7:- 
veſt, ſeems to paſs it over in Silence, Cor, 
G 3 35. 23, 
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35- 22... But. when he came to Dye, recollects 
1t,. and pronounces a ſharp Cenfure upon i 
£. 49.'4. Men have their Arts of for, fume? 
while they live, which are impra&icable after 
Death ; for the Sins which God retains, will 
be certainly brought to the Sinner's own re- 
wenbenet, | $2) wr ue mga of- this 
which is Tw partly concerning 
himſelf, and partly referring to the T, 
(1.) Concerning Himſelf; [ That thou in. thy 
Life-time receivedſt thy good things }.-. AV the 
of Divine Bownty, ſo far as they pro-, 
ceed from that Spring, are truly ſtiled good 
things, tho of a temporal Kind ; and this is the 
common Language of the Scripture, Pſalm 
103.5. Jer. 5. 25. They are really good in 
their Meaſure and Degree, and capable of ſer- 
ving very. good Ends and Purpoſes, if they 
were. not. abus'd by our Corruption. But 
here they are emphatically term'd his good 
things, becauſe in his Opinion and Eſteem th 
were. the beſt things ; and becauſe he 
them for his ſhare and choſe them for his /»- 
beritance ;, and becauſe he manag'd and enjoy'd. 
them, as if he were not the meer Steward of 
them, but had an uncontroulable and abſolute 
Propriety in them. Theſe Things the Rich 
Man was to remember, had been given him 
in bis Life-time ;, he had worn out his accepta-, 
ble Seaſon already ; Providence had indulg'd 
him, during that ſpace, in what his Sowl de- 
rd, tho now an End was put to all thoſe 
Fruitions. (2.) That which. referr'd to. the 
Feggar ;, [ And likewiſe Lazarus evil things}. 
A 
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Afflitions and Sufferings are properly Ewils 
tho they Work for good; their Operations and 
Iſſnes do not alter their Natwe. Now the 
Z4t which was appointed and afſign'd to La- 
zarus, conſiſted moſtly of ſuch things; and the 
ſame Hand, by the guidance of unerring Wiſ- 
dom, diſtributed both ; that which was grate- 
fl to the one, and-grievoxs to the other ; for 
Evil is received at the Hands of God, as well 
as Good, Job 2. 10. He diſpoles and drſpen- 
ſes to all, according as he ſees fit. 4. A rea- 
ſonable Inference propounded from hence; 
[ But now he (1. e. Lazarus ) is Comforted 
and thou art Tormented. ] He that took his 
turn of Miſery before, is now advanc't to a 
ſtate of Happineſs, and thou who haſt taken 
thy turn of Happineſs, art juſtly thruſt down to 

of Miſery ; God hath recompenc't his 
Poverty with Riches in Glory, and he hath pu- 
niſht thy Senſuality with Extremity of want. 
Thou couldſt not expe&, that thou ſhouldit 
be Happy, or he be Miſerable, in both Worlds , 
but as he preferr*d the Delights of Heaven to 
the Pleaſures of Sin, ſo he now polſleſles them, 
and asthou haſt choſen the Pleaſures of Sin,tho 
follow'd with the Tormefits of Hell, ſo now 
thou art righteouſly Sentenc'd to-endure them, 


Obſ. The outward Bleſſings which are affor- 
ded to wicked Men on Earth, will be ſad- 
ly remembred in Hell, and the Juſtice 
of God windicated thereby, Here 


Firſt, Shew on what Terms theſe outward 
G 3 Bleſ- 
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Bleſſings :are afforded to wicked Men, 
S , Why they. will be fadly remem- 
bred in Hell. fl1 9 
Thirdly, How the Juſtice of God is vindi+ 
cated by this Means. -* | 
Foxrtbly, 'The' USE, 


Firſt, To ſhew, on what Terms theſe out- 
ward Bleſſings are afforded to wicked Men on 
Earth. Avf. In five things. 


1. They are ſometimes given in Conſide- 
ration of ſome piece of Service done to God, 
or to his People. Bad Men may in ſome 
Caſes perform Adtions materially Good ; 'tho 
nothing ſavingly profitable to themſelves, yet 
things Xn Hy »ſefid and beneficial to' others, 
and to the'Intereſt of Chrift "in the World. 
Now tho God deſerveall this, and a great 
deal more and better at-their Hands, and 'is 
ſo much befiyehand with them, that they can 
challenge! x0. 7equital, yet he does generally 
overpay them 'for their greater Encovurage- 
ment. God ' hath his differing Rewards for 
differing Perſons ; Eternal'' recompences for 
the Good, and Temporal ones for the Bad, 
The Men of the Earth are as God's bired Ser 
wants ;, when they do any thing for him, 
they ſeldom o it for noupht. © We have a 
ſignal inſtance; Ezek. 29. 18, 19, 20. Son of 
Man, Nebuchadnezzar Kmp of Babylon cau- 
fed his Army to ſerve a great Service againſt 
Tyrus, yet had be no Wages, nor his Army for 
it ; therefore bebold 1 will grve him the *T 
0 
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of Egypt; &c. Becauſe they wrought for me 
ſaith the''Lord God. For of ts y 

2, They are 'given' them as their Portion. 
David prays to be deliverd from the" Men of 
the World, n bo bave' their Portion in this Life, 
Pſalm'15. 14. i, 'e. Their whole Portion made 
up of the things of this Life. When God gives 
out all 'the Good that he ever deſigns to give 
to this or that Man, it i calld his Portion, 
as when the Prodigal,” apon the Diviſion of 
his Father's Eſtate, took- that Part of it nhich 
fell to him, Luke 15. 12/ $0 Abrabam, when 
he gave all his Hereditary Poſlefſions to 7- 
ſaac, the promiſed Seed, in whoſe Veins the 
Blood of the Covenant ran,” yet to the Sons of 
the Concubimes which He: had; he gave Gifts 
alſo, Ger, 25. 5, 6. He did not fend them 
away empty, but gave them what they were 
to rhe from him, at once, during his own 
Life. Thus God deals with the Children of 
this World ;, tho he does not make them Joynt- 
beirs with bis own, who are Joynt-beirs with 
Chriſt, Ctypiſied by Tſaac) yet he allows 
them for their preſent liberal Maintenance, 
as his Creatures and off-ſprimg in general. 

3. They are given them in Compliance 
with their own Deſire and- Choice, God an- 
ſwers them in the Toy of their Heart, Eccl. 5. 20. 
He grants them according to what they wh, 
and ſuffers them to pleaſe themſelves ; he 
ſets two Worlds before them, ſeen Things wm 
Hand, and unſeen Things #m Hope ;, and 'be- 
cauſe they incline to that which 15Vifible 2nd 
Preſent (as of our ſelves we all ſhould do ) 
G 4 i 
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he lets them it; and: try. how - Happy 
they -can be e by it. As when Samue! 
had told the People the mamer of the King 
that ſhould Reign dang how Arbitrary 
and T CT « yer they woakl: nor be 
diſſw ed on being like the 
reſt of the) oh ys, Hearken to their 
Voce, and me rthon, King, 1, Sam. 8. 22, 
Let it. be to 5 tar vire and re- 


ſolve. that i =. , ſet up _— Form 0 
Government — them, which they are 
fond of, and when they come to ſmart > 
der it, as I have forewarn'd them, they may 
thank themſelves. So here; *tis Men's Folly 
to ask Riches and Wealth ( contrary to 2 Chron. 
1.11.) and God yeilds to their Requeſt. 

4. They are given as Trials of their Fideli- 
ty. Worldly Meg are -very apt indeed to 
think themſelves Lords, and call theſe things 
their own, as if not . accountable to God him+ 
ſelf; ſo Nabal proudly and churliſhly ſpeaks 
of his Bread, and. bis Water, and bis Fleſh, 
1 Sam. 25, 11. But when God ſpeaks of 
ſuch things, he changes the ſtyle, and alters 
the Py ; I will take away my Corn, and 

Wine and recover Wool and my 

. &c. Hof. 2.. 9. Ne rn m68 ſay Yours, 
but Mine. The Things of this World are 
ſtrictly committed to their Truſt, and they are 
truly ablig%d to be faithful in the bteous 
Mammon, v. 11. of this Chap. God knows 
yery well that they will not | be {o, be- 
fore he proves them ; and therefore the Ex- 


periment. is not made for bis owp Informati- 
on 
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on ( as Chriſt once put a Queſtion to Philip, 
to prove him, when he himſelf knew what 
would do, John 6.6.) But others do fot know, 
nor- they. themſelves, what Corruption is in 
them, till diſcover'd by ſuch means. 

5. They. are given in Jadgment to them, 
not in Merey; as appears by the Event. They 
that will be ich ( and whom God permits to 
Obtain their Will ): fall into Temptation and a 
Snare, 1 Tim. 6. 9. The infinitely Wiſe God 
foreſees how hurtful and miſchievous theſe 
things will be to their greedy Owners, before 
they compaſs them ; >. therefore *tis an in+- 
ſtance of his diſpleaſure, that he does not pre- 
vent or diſappoint them. Whatſoever God 
givs, without bis Effe&ual Grace, for a due 

mprovement of it, and eſcape of the Temp- 
tations belonging to it, is certainly given mn 
Anger, rather than in Love. Pſalm 69. 22. 
Let their Table become a Snare before them, &c. 
Do not we take that for a Curſe upon the 
Sinner's Proſperity ? And how can this Curſe 
be avoided, where Grace is denied, as an An- 
tidote againſt the ſweet, but killing Poiſon ? As 
Tudas's Diſcipleſhip made way for his Trea- 
ſon ( he could never have betrayed: Chriſt, if 
he had not been ſo familiar with him ) fo 
their flouriſhing prepares for their DeſtruQi- 
on. | 


Secondly, Why will outward Bleſſings en- 
joy'd on Earth, be ſadly remember'd by wicked 
Men in Hell? A». The Reaſons are very 
Evident; it muſt needs be ſo, becauſe. . 
$8 
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1. *Tis'a miſcrable thing for a Man to bave 
been Happy, and tg | out-live his Felicity. 
They ;who never poſſeſt an wy deſirable, 
cannot ſo-well feel-the loſs of it. To think” of 
what we did-enjoy, and are now condemn'd to 
a perpetual want: of, is moſt tormenting, - A 
Sinner 'that hath merrily ſpert bis- Day, will 
have melancholy refleGions upon it, when Night 
comes. Tis dreadful to conſider, - that all his 
Pleaſure is gore, and the Place where he took 
his fill of it, -muſt know him no more. - When 
Damd in his time of Baniſhmenrt from the 
SanQtuary, remember'd that be bad gone with the 
Awultitaude of Devout Worſhip to. the 
Houſe of God, it almoſt overwhelm'd him, 
Pſalm 42. 4. So Jeruſalem remember d in the 
Days of her and Miſery, all ber plea- 
fant things which ſhe bad in the Days of Old, 
Lam. 1. 7, So tis diſmal for a Soul ſhut up 
in the- Bottomleſs Pit, to remember from whence 
it hath fallen; how it hath been | phonged from 
the Pinacle of worldly Happinels into thoſe 
Depths of irrecoverable Wo. 

2. They will be /ffw2g with a Sence of their 
Folly, in. over-valuing things ſo «ſerviceable 
tothem at their greateſt need. They now find 
that the Riches which they magnified, 'an 
truſted in, Profit not in the Day of Wrath, 
Prov, 11. 4. Their ſtrong City is beaten down, 
and the bigh Wall in their. own Conceit, ( like 
thoſe of Jericho ) is now laid flat. They find, 
that their gallantry and greatneſs was no Secu- 
rity againſt the force of Infinite nem + 
or 
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for they have fared; like Azay, the King of 
the Amtaltkites, who tho. he came delicately, 
was hewhs 41 Preces, 1am. 1 5: 32, 33. What a 
Price did'l fet ( wilt the once Weatthy Sinner 
fay upon my great Poſſeſſions,, which ſtood 
all for ſorry worthleſs Cyphers at the- approach 
of Death and Judgment? -- What am I-the 
bettey-now for that which 1 madly thought to 
be my chiefeſt Good 7 What have: I done in 
leanmg on ſuch weak and wretched Supports, 
which have all failed me, and are utterly 
withdrawn from Me? How blind was I to 
make "Gold my Confidence, inſtead- of God ? 
Like the Idolaters that lay bold upon feeble 
Deities, which cannot bear them up, 2 Chron. 


7. 22, 

3. The Thoughts of theſe things will be 
the more wneaſze, in that they were bewitcht 
by them into a total forge#fulneſs of God, and 
of their main Concernments. Theſe very things 
diverted and put them by from chn/ing the 
good Part, which would never have been taken 
away from them ;, theſe ſenſual Delights on 
Earth kept them from having any Comverſats- 
on in Heaven, Theſe broken Ciſterns made 
them forſake the Living Fountain ;, this outward 
Plenty led them to be regardleſs of their - #7- 
ward Poverty. In minding and pnriving earth- 
ly Things, they negle&ted their Soxls and all 
that was Spiritual; like Sal, and his Servant, 
who went aboyt ſeeking bis Father's Aſſes ſe 
long, till they almoſt loſt themſelves, -1- Sam. 
9. 5. Will not the remembrance of this be 
very perplexing ? That for ſuch Vanities _ 

[is 
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Trifles they ſhould waſt all their Time, and 
hazard their Eternity ? - How may they Curſe 
the Day wherein they were made Rich, and 
when the Glory of their Houſe was increaſed ? If 
they had been poorer im this os oy 
they might have been Richer towards God. 
Conſcience will- be always reckoning up, 
| iding them-with, their particular 
ſonful Abuſes of theſe things. As God hath a 
Book of Remembrance written e him, ( his 
own Omniſcience being a Regiſter' of 
all our Sins) ſo the Simmer himſelf hath' a 
Book of remembrance too in his own Boſom ; 
he carries it about with him now, ( as Uri 
did the Letter from Dawid to Joab ) but he 
reads it not ; whereas in Hell it will be al- 
ways Pen, and he continually poring in it. 
And many : numberleſs Abominations 
will he find recorded there? He threw away 
bis Talents, he cared not how, ſo that he 
might but gratifie his Luſt; he conſulted no 
Rule, confin'd himſelf to no Meaſure, in his 
uſe of theſe Things ; but Conſcience all this 
while kept a ſtrict and faithful Accownt, and 
and in the next World this account will be 
all calfd over, and ſpread like the Prophet's 


>. Aoll, which was written within and without, La- 


mentation, and Mourning, and Wo, Ezek. 2.10, 

5. The Dew, who hath been their ſucceſs- 
ful Tempter by theſe things, will be alſo their 
Everlaſting Troubley. Satan is moſt ready to 
accuſe thoſe now, whom he camot prevailing- 
ly tempt ;, as Joſeph's Miſtreſs charg'd him 
falſly with the wickedneſs which ſhe could by 
no 
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no. means allure. him: to commit ; but theſe 
Accuſations - can do no barm, tho they may 
| Jome Diſturbance, till the Soul is clear'd 

m them by the Witneſs of the Spirit. The 
Caſe of the Damned is much otherwiſe, they 
lye open to the fouleſt Charges from this Ac- 
cuſer, and have no Advocate to defend them ; 
Teſus Chriſt hath already Sentenc'd them, and 
their own Hearts reproach them 'on the very 
ſame Score ; ſo that the Devil hath an 
Advantage againſt them, which his Malice 
will be ever improving. If he will trouble 
Believers with lying Calummies, . how much 
more will he torment the Symer, when he 
hath Trutb/on his fide? The Prince of this 
World will induſtriouſly put them in mind, 
with "_ empty Toyes he charm'd them in- 
to He 


ana How is the Juſtice of God windica- 

ted y!? For God will be clear when be 

dpeth, and the Condemned ſhall be ſpeech- 

leſs. Anſ. ln this Caſe we may conlider, 
| . 


1. Theſe good Things which they receiv'd, 
were truly: good in their Original, and in their 
Tendency, and became Evil to them, meerly 
by thew own Means. They were good in 
their Original, as they came down from God, 
James 1.17. And good in their Tendency, 
as they would carry back a thankful Receiver 
wito God. They might have uſed them as 
ſteps to aſcend to Heayen by, and onght to _ 

one 
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done fo. | A delightful Paradiſe was an help 
to Adam in raiſing up his Heart to his glo- 
rious Creator, till Sin corrupted and de- 
prav'd him. Souls ſhovld be drawn to God 
even with outward Mercies, as, with Bards 
of ' Love, Hol. 11. 4. Tis wmatzral 0 be 
wearied from him by the Kindneſs which he 
ſhews tous; and yet if we'were not'fo wean- 
ed, our good Things could do vs no*Preju- 
dice, but would be doubly beneficial. | 
+2. There was a diſtinguiſhing Providence in 
the giving of theſe things'to them. © Ml 'the 
Members of God's Family had not 'ſucb large 
Supplies. Others mire Kighteons than them- 
felves, received evil thins at: the ſame time, 
as we read in the Text. "They /ate at eaſe, 
while the Church of God was afffi&ed,” toſſed 
with tempeſt, and not comforted, Iſa. '54: 11. 
They had a ſmooth Paſſage thro the World, 
while many excellent Saints' were dealt*very 
roughly with, and encounter'd a great many 
Difficulttes in their way,” Providence was' fa- 
wonrablt to them, wherritt was more ſevere to 
better Men. And therefore if ſuch Clemency 
hath harden'd them, when the Rigaur of Ad- 
verſity hath wrought contrary Effects upon 
others, their Damnation muſt needs be 2 
3. Their life time was a ſuffcient' time of 
Tryal; ' they had theſe good _ lonp. e- 
nough to ice, whether they wonld be better'd 
by them or not. They ſpent their days in pro- 
ſperity; and their years in pleaſure; 1b \there 
can be no room for 'complaint, that they 
were ſnatcht out of their hands, before = 
ha 
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£ 
had any opportunity of doing g1od with them 
or of getting good from them. They liv 
under the exerciſe of God's patient forbear- 
ance, as well as extraordinary bounty. It 
was- one of the poſing Queſtions: which Job 
put to' his friends, concernitig the proſper- 
ouſly- wicked, Wherefore do they hive and be- 
come old ? Job 21.9. as if it were hard to 
reconcile 'it to.the riphteouſneſs of God, that 
they-are permitted- /6 long a life ; and there- 
fore tis plain, that he cannot be' impeacht 
for making theit fpace and ſeaſon of proba- 
tion too ſhoyt. | 

The Examples of ſuffering Saints were 
ſufficient warnings to them, of what they muſt 
took for. God is "never moved to deſtroy 
or afflit without a\cauſe ; Now, if there be 
' a"cauſe for his affiifing of good men in this 
World, there'is mnch more 'cauſe for his de- 
ftroying of bad men in the' next, If Saints 
for leſſer provorations (comparatively) receive 
Temporal Evils here, Sinners for their greater 
Indignities can expect no lefs than Eternal E- 
vile hereafter, ' If they whom *God' hath cho- 
fen"out of the World, be ſortly chaſtew'd, the 
World out of which they are choſen, muſt 
conclude upon” being. finally condemned. The 
Rich Man might have read his own Doom 10 
Lazarus his Beggary ; that was a token mani- 
feſt enough, if he had conſider'd it, 1 Pet. 


4. 17, If Judgment firſt begin at us, what ſhall 
the "End be of them that obey not the Goſpel of 
God 2 


Fowrthly, 
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Fourthly, The U SE, 


I. Information, 1. They that call the rich 
haves: are much miſtaken, and give them a 
CharaQter-which; they eaſt deſerve. In a lit- 
tle while. we may. ask them; as Pax did his 
Galatians, and they will vor je able: to. An- 
fiver, Where, is the Bleſſe w {pee of # 
Thoſe cutting Words ir on ſpeedily 
take Place; | Luke 6. 24. ; Wo to you that-are 
Rich, for you bave receiv'd your Conſolation, 
Such a time is coming, wherein this will; be: 
verified-in them ; for the Conſolations which 

y are now receiving, Gnage be durable, 
Ten 49. 17, 18, When be dyeth, be ſhall car- 
ry nothin g amy his G tory (hall not deſcend af- 
ter bim ; le Kid be bleſſed bis Soul, 
&c. 2 The things will help to perpetuate 
a Man's Mifery in Hell, which will not pers 

tuate his:Name on Earth. His Remembrance 
decaies and periſbes here, but his git Is is 
continually revived there, Eeccl, 8. 10.1 
the. Wicked; buried, who bad: come and gone - 
the Place of the Holy, and they were forgotten in 
the. City where they had ſo = It is ſpoken 
of ungodly Ralers, w ole Memories, - not- 
withſtanding all their Grandeur and Magni- 
ficence, rot in the Places where they. lived 
but yet "their own Memory of the wha fr 
{:s they committed, remains with them after 
Death, 3. They that refuſe to ſuffer AfiiGs- 
on: with the People of God now, would be-glad 
to change Lot's wt. Conditions with them Po 
5 
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the laſt, Men that are moſt averſe to the 
bearing of their. preſent Croſſes, would eager- 
ly enough embrace a ſhare in their Eternal 
Conmints. they would: not go thro the Yalley 
of Trouble with them, but when they enter in- 
to Peace, they will deſire to follow their Steps. 
Every ſinful Worldling will be as Sick of his 
own Portion 1n the End, as Babylon will be 
when her Plagues come to be weigh'd and 
meaſur'd out- in Proportion to her Eaſe, and 
Honour and Wealth, Rev, 18. 7. How much 
ſhe bath glorified her ſelf, and lived deliciouſly, 

fo much Torment and Sorrow give ber. 4 
2. Exhortation. 1. Let us employ our Me>- 
mories in a due Manner, and to a good Purpoſe 
here, that they may not be the Inſtruments of 
our endleſs Diſquiet afterwards. Remember 
your Ways, and be aſhamed now, Ezek. 16.61. 
That you may not remember them and be 
tormented, when the End comes. Look 
back upon your vain Life, and lament it a- 
mong, God's Penitents, that you may never 
hear, nor have any concern in,-the doleful Re- 
petitions among the Devil's Priſphers. 2. Be 
not. put off with the beſt things of this Life, 
you who have moſt of them. You need not to 
be, unleſs you will, God is not only able, 
but ready to give you much better things, if you 
defire them, and are wnſatisfied without them. 
Do not take up with -theſe, as your Al; as 
if you were ſent ( as one ſays) like Swallows 
into the World, only to gather a few Sticks 
and Dirt for a Neſt wherein to breed up your 
Young, and then fly away. God had a _ 
H eſa; 
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defipn in, Man's Creation, which *tis, our fault, 
that we come ſhort of, 3. Be Content "with 
4 meaner State, you that meet with moſt 

ribulation iu the World. Keep it” always in 
your Minds, that *tis infinitely better to have 
your Hell, than your Heaven here, Think 
of things Preſent as Paſt, and of things Fu- 
ture as Preſent ; for both will quickly be ©. 
Learn to exerciſe the Patience of Hope in the 
midſt of your greateſt Diſtreſſes ; / and when 
God is giving you Tears to Drink in the larg- 
eſt quantity, ſtill feed upon his Promiſe, Job 
11.16, Thou ſhalt forget thy Miſery, and re- 
member it as Waters that paſs away. | 


[ 99 J 


_ 


"SERMON VI. 
Luke xvi. xxvi. 


And beſides all this, between us and 
you ' there is a great Gulf fixed; ſo that 
they who would. paſs from hence to you, 
cannot, neither can they paſs to us, that 
would come from thence; 


F bs firſt Part of Abrabam's Anſwer to 
the Rich Man's Requeſt being diſpatchrt 
in the handling of the Prececng Verſe, 
which concern'd the Equity of a Refuſal, | 
come now to the- ſecond Part of it, which 
holds forth to us the impoſſibility of a Grant ; 
as he ſhew'd before, that there was no Reaſon 
for the doing of what he deſir'd, becauſe be 
had receisd his good things, and Lazarus Emil, 
ſo here (to put a final ſtop to any further 
Petitzon of that kind ) he ſhews, that it car- 
not be done. And beſades all this, &c. 1. e. be- 
ſides what I have already urg'd, conſider like- 
wiſe this which I am going to add, which may 
juitly produce a fflencing Effet upon thee. 
Where we have two Things, an Aſſertion 
laid down, and the Conſequence of it. 1. An 
Aſſertion laid down [| Between us and you there 
5 a great Gulph fixed ] particularly. (1.) A 
| H 2 great 
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great Gulph, Not like that ſpace between the 
two Hills on which David and Abner ſtood, 
i Sam. 26.13. For they were both acceſſible 
through -the intermediate Valley z;but this 
Gulptr is 'too deep and wide. Thy breach. is 
great like the Sea, ſays the Prophet to Jeruſa- 
lem, Lam. 2.13. But this Chaſm in the Text 
is vaſtly greater. (2.) This Gulph is fixed, 
or liſht. Tis: not a movable boundary, 
which may -be coutracted and 'd, Or 
continued and taken - away at Pleaſure, but 
ſtands firm, - like thoſe Mountains of Braſs, 
Zach. 6: 1. whereby fome underſtand the E- 
ternal Decrees and Immutable Purpoſes of 
God. (3.) Tis fixed between us and you, i. 
e. Between Abraham and Lazarys and the reſt 
of the glorified in Heaven, and the Rich Mar, 
and the reſt of the Damned in Hell ; for beth 
Parties are here mention'd in the Plural Num- 
ber. The World to come is divided into two 
contrary Regions ( more contrary than any Cl:- 
mates in this World can-be) and all Com- 
merce betwixt the People belonging to them, 
is utterly cut off. 2, The Conſeq ence of what 
is here aſſerted; which is twofold; (1.) So 
that they which would paſs from hence to you, can- 
not. This does not in the leaſt imply, that 
any of the glorified do a&zally defire-to go 
from Heaven to Hell, in Pity to, the Dam- 
ned; but the meaning is, that if it could be 
ſuppoſed, that they ſhould deſire it, yet they 
could not do it ; if Abrabam had been incli- 
nable to ſend Lazarus, and Lazarus had been 

willing to be ſent, to miniſter that relief to he 
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Rich Man which he requeſted, yet Lazarms's 
coming to him would have beenan inſupera- 
ble Difficulty, 2. Neither can they paſs to us 
that would come from thence, The Damned 
cannot viſit the Glorified, nor ſtir a ſtep to 
relieve themſelves ; as Shime: was to dwell in 
his Houſe, and not go forth thence any whither, 
1 Kings 2. 36. They cannot change their 
Place, nor their Company, but are 'tyed, and 
ſtaked down to both, They ſeparated good 
Men from their Communion here, and they 
ſhall zot be admitted into good Men's Commu- 
nion hereafter ; as that murmuring Generatt- 
on which deſpis'd the pleaſant Land of Canaan, 
were never Ffferd to ſet a Foot in it, but 
all their Carkaſſes fell in the Wilderneſs, Numb. 


14. 32. 


Obſ. The miſerable Condition of damned Souls 
in the next World is unalterably ſo. Here 


Firſt, Prove, that their Condition 1s in- 
deed unalterable, 

Secondly, Shew whence It is thus. 

Thirdly, How reaſonable it is, that it ſhould 
be thus, 

Fourthly, The US E, 


Firſt, To prove, that the wretched Con- 
dition of Damned Souls is indeed wnalterable. 
There are ſeveral Arguments which may be 
drawn from Scripture, for the Evincing, and 
Corroborating of this Truth. As 
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 y. There is no Living again after Death, 
in ſuch a Manner or to ſuch a Purpoſe, as be- 
fore, The Dead Bodies ( *tis true ) will 
live again, but not till the Diſſolution of the 
World, and then it will not mend the Caſe, 
but make it worſe, What Alteration can 
there be for the better in the ſtate of the Dam- 
ned, unleſs they could be allow'd to come back 
and re(ifie the Errors they were guilty of in 
their former Time of Life? Now this can 
never be; the Scripture hath declar'd againſt 
it in many Places. Job 7.9. As the Cloud is 
conſumed, and vaniſheth away, ſo be that goeth 
down to the Grave, ſhall come up no more, A+ 
gain, c. 16, 22. When a few Days are come, 
then I (hall go the Way, whence I ſhall not return. 
If it be appointed to Men once to Dye, conſe- 
quently they are to Live but once; for there 
is no Life upon Earth, but whatends and ter- 
minates in Death, We have but one Life, 
wherein to flee from the Wrath to come, and 
are not to look for, another, when that 
Wrath hath overtaken us. | 

2. -All the Hopes of miſerable Sinners End 
with their Lives ;, which is Evidence enough, 
that there can be no Alteration of their Con- 
dition afterwards. The Scripture ſays, When 
a Wicked Man dyeth, his ExpetFation ſhall pe- 
riſþ, Prov. 11.7. And, They that £0 down n= 
to the Pit, cannot Hope for God's Truth, Ia. 
38. 18. Every carnal Man and his vain Hope, 
dye together ;, they uſually laygwiſh, but always 


ire, at, the ſame Time. Upon a Bed o 
ek Sickneſs 
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Sickneſs they commonly grow weak and faint ; 
but when the Spirit comes to be relign'd, they 
are as the giving wp of the Ghoſk. A Sinner's 
hope never ſurvives him ſo much as one Mo- 
ment ; and yet why ſhould it not, if after this 
there were the leaſt poſſibility of a Change ? 
Where any Poſſibility is, Hope will ſtill abide, 
and faſten upon it; and therefore if all Hope 
be taken away, *tis a plain Sign, that there 1s 
not any ground to Encourage or Snpport it. 
'The Deſpair which ſeizes Damned Souls, aſ- 
ſoon as they leave their Bodies, ſhews their 
State to be utterly remedileſs, 

3. The Door of Mercy is finally ſhut againſt 
all Perſons dying in their Sins. It is ſhut a- 
gainſt all Perſons Living in their Sins, but not 
finally. Mat. 7. 7. Knock, and it ſhall be open'd 
unto you. Opening implies a ſhutting ; but 
that which is finally ſhut, is never open'd, 
Sinner's here are within the reach of this Pro- 
miſe, if they have Faith to lay hold of it, and 
improve it to their own Benefit ; but this 
Promiſe is out of Date, aſſoon as Life ceaſes. 
Afterwards came the other Virgins, ſaying, Lord, 
Lord, open to us, (1. e. ans the Door was 
ſhut, they came) but he anſwer'd and ſaid, wve- 
rily I ſay unto you, I know you not, Mat. 25. 
11,12, Hence it 1s that Chrilt tells us, 24a- 
ny will ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be able, 
Luke 13. 24. All ſeeking, and ſtriving too, 
how earneſt ſoever, if the ſeaſon be paſt, will 
be ineffe&ual ; and the ſeaſon» muſt needs be 

ſt, when our Time in general is quite ſpent ; 
or the Day of Grace (at longeſt ) never out- 
laſted the Day of Nature, 4. It 
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4. It is upon this account, and can be up- 
on no other, that the Judgment to come is Iti- 
led Eternal Judgment, Heb. 6. 2. It cannot 
be Rid to be Eternal in reſpe& of the Continu- 
ance of Adminiſtration, but only with a regard 
to the Effet and Iſſue of it. Tho the Eternal 
God be the Judge, yet. the A# of a os is 
not Eternal, 'but the reſults and co nces 
of it are fo. How long the Day of Judgment 
will laſt, is a Controverſie which I ſhall not 
enter into, but leave it among the ſecret things 
nhich belong to God ;, this is certain, and with- 
out Controverſie, that he will not be always 
judging ;, for if the Trial were to hold always, 
when” ſhould the Execution be ? But the 
Judgment which God paſſes upon the Sinner, 
will be everlaſtingly Deciſxve, and the Sen- 
tence which he pronounces, will be Irrever/s- 
ble. There is no Appeal from this Tribunal to 
any other, nor will any Caſe come before this 
Tribunal a fecond Time ;, but that which God 
does, it ſhall be for ever. 

5. It is for this Reaſon, that All is ſet 
forth not only by a Priſon, but ſuch an one, 
as there is no eſcape or diſcharge from, The 
Apoſtle Peter ſpeaks of the Spirsts in Prifon, 
z. e, Souls in Hell, 1 Pet. 3. 19. A Priſon, 
where they are in ſafeſt Cuſtody, and can ne- 
ver break away, or obtain a Releaſe, Mat. 5, 
26. Verily I ſay unto thee, thou ſhalt by uo means 
come out thence, till thou baſt paid the uttermoſt 
Farthing. There is no Goal-delivery here , 
the Debts which are not forgiven in this World, 
are never forgiyen i the World to come. The 
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ftrifeſt Confinements on this ſide of Hell are 
not ſo hopeleſs, but that our Freedom ſome 
way or other 'may be recoverable ; whereas the 
Gates of Hell are made fo ſure, that the Ima- 
gination of getting through them, would be 
as vain, as the attempt at Babel, of building a 
Tower that ſkould reach to Heaven, Every Soul 
there is put into ſtronger Fetters, than thoſe 
that are laid in Iron ;, Fetters not to be worn a- 
ſunder, nor taken off. 

6. The Devils are ſet forth as Examples of 
God's intended dealing with unrepenting Sin- 
ners. As they ſhall never regain the Happi- 
neſs which they have loſt, but are condemn'd 
to = 1 Miſery ; So the Soxls which are - 
wnder their influence now, muſt look to be 
dealt with hereafter, Jude 6. The' Anpels 
which kept not their firſt Eſtate, but left their own 
Habitation, be bath reſery/'d in Everlaſting Chains 
under Darkneſs to the Judgment of the great Day. 
God hath caſt them down ſo low, that they 
ſhall never r:ſe moye ; and this he did immedi- 
ately, aſſoon as ever they fell ; and they have 
never had the leaſt ſingle offer of Grace ſince, 
nor ever ſhall have. Now if God hath been 
ſo ſeverely and inexorably juſt to ſuch noble 
Creatures Swperior to us, in laying ſuch a Pu- 
niſhment upon them, not to be remov'd, for 
their firſ# Offence, he will certainly not be leſs 
juſt to thoſe that continue /arming wilfully all 
their Days under the Means of Eternal Salva- 
£10N, 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, Whence is it that the miſerable 
ſtate of «the Damned is thus unalterable ? 
What are the true and proper Cauſes of its 
being ſo? Af. We may reſolve it into the 
Power and Will of God. . 


1. The Power of God which is JIrreſsſtible, 
makes. the ſtate of the Damned unalterable. 
He by bis Strength ſetteth faſk the Mountams, be- 
ing pirded with Power. Pſalm 65.6. He bath 
eſtabliſhed the Earth, and it abideth. Pſalm 119, 
90. And thoſe Rocks which the Prophet calls 
the Bars of the Earth, Jon. 2.6. Are firmly 
placd by his Almighty Hand, ſo as that. no 
other Hand can move them, The Waters 
of the Sea are kept within bounds of his 'ap- 
pointing, which they cannot paſs over; He 

th ſaid, Here ſhall thy proud Waves be ſtayed, 
and fo they are, Job 38. 11. Now Hell js as 
much within the Verge of Ommipotence, as any 
Part of God's Creation ; and therefore what 
can they, do,. to help themſelves, or deliver 
their own Souls, that have the ſtrong Lord God 
to judge thim ? They who cannot change any 
of the Ordinances of God in Nature, how will 
they do to reſcue themſelves from his Armed 
Vengeance * He that is able to Guide and Ma- 
nage the whole Courſe of this World, and bring 
about his own Glory by every Action and E- 
vent, in deſpite of atl that does oppoſe it, 
how eaſily can he detain a Company of wretch- 
ed MalefaFors under that Wrath which he 
Dooms them ta? Whom he Binds, none can 
Looſe. 2. The 
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2, The Will of God, which is invariable, 
makes the ſtate of the Damned to be ſo like- 
wiſe, 'He isa God, whoſe Counſel ſtands for 
ever, whoſe Purpoſes and Determinations al- 
ter not, and from whoſe Eyes Repentance is bid. 
Whatever God wills to be, muſt needs be fo 
as he wills it ; and under all the chazges and 
turnings of Providence, his Mind is ſtill but 
ove, and that one- Mind is moſt infallibly ac- 
complifhr. We ſe in the Aﬀairs of this Life 
many times, repeated endeavours of emerging 
out of a low Condition, which ſtill come to no- 
thing, as Veſſels that are tugg'd up a little 
way againſt a Stream, and then carried back a- 
Zain ; of which no other Reaſon can be giv- 
en, but that God hath appointed ſuch a Con- 
dition for them. How much leſs can they, 
of whom God hath ſaid, that they ſhall be p«- 
miſled: with Everlaſting DeſtruGion, 2 Thell. 
t, 9.  Out-live this Deſtruftion, and with- 
draw'themſelves from the Eternity of their 
Puniſhment ? If this could be done, we muſt 
not only ſuppoſe Divine Power to be wan- 
quiſkt, but the Divine Pleaſure to be changed 
alſo; for if God do not go back from his de- 
clared Reſolution, Singers can never ſhake off 
their Bands of Death, 


Thirdly, How reaſonable it is, that the ſtate 
of the Damned ſhould be thus unalterable ? 


1. Becauſe they woxld not come under a fan- 
Qifying and ſaving Change, while they were 
in this World, They would not alter their 


fanful 
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fanful Courſe here, and there their miſcrable 
State ſhall not be alter'd, tho they would. 
God is often ſolliciting, urging, requiring, 
intreating of them now, but they are obſt:- 
nately Bent againſt it ; inſtead of turning from 
their Courſe, they tw to it, Jer, 8.6. As 
long as God forbears them, their Hearts are 
fully ſet to do Evil, Eccl. 8.11. And there- 
fore, when he comes to reckon with them 
tis a very juſt requital, that the Gu4ph ſhould 
be fixed. While Judgment is deferr'd and 
ſuſpended, they. will go on, in their Road of 
Wickedneſs ; when Judgment is ripe for Ex- 
.ecution, and Execution begins, God will go on; 
in his way of threatened diſpleaſure, They 
would have ſpent an Eternity in Sin, if they 
might have had it to ſpend; they would never 
leave off the purſuing of their Luſts, there- 

fore Wrath will bold on the purſuit of them. 
2, Becauſe they remain Impemtent, even in 

' the midſt of all their Miſery. As they find 
no Place for Repentance, ſo they have n9 Hearts 
to it, Their Judgments indeed are chang'd in 
Hell, bur their Wills are not; they have abun- 
dant ConviGion, but not the leaſt foot-ſteps of 
Converſion. They are as full of Enmity againſt 
God, as ever they were, and really as much 
vnconcern'd for the Evil of Sin, tho pierced 
through with the Ewil of Suffering. Among 
all their Weepings and Wailings, there is not a 
drop of true godly Sorrow, They are as deſpe- 
rately Wicked as before, - and diſcover it as 
they can ; like that unconverted Thief who 
railed at our Lord Chriſt, when he hung up- 
ON 
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on the Croſs by him ; to whom the other ſaid 
well, Doſt not thou fear God, ſeeing thou art in 
the ſame Condemnation? 1 uke 23. 40. Anti- 
chriſtian Idolaters are the o__ Emblems of 
the Damned in this reſpec ; for they under 
all the Plagzes which are ſent upon. them, 
Blaſpbeme and Repent not, Rev. 9g. 20, 21. c, 
I6, 9, 1. 

3. The Alteration of their Condition would 
not-make for the better, while they themſelves 
continued the ſame. Unleſs they | had other 
Sprrits given them, it would _ nothing 
to-put-them into another State. If God were to 
try the ſame Perſons again and again, the //ſue 
would be ſtill the fame; as Pharach after ſe- 
veral Judgments inflicted and recalled, would { 
not let Iſracl go, and ſo God honour'd himſelf 
upon him at laſt in his utter Ruine, Souls in 


that buyning Furnace are not melted, but bard=/ 


er'd rather ; and what could be expected from 
a Sinner that is ſtill incorrigible, but freſh Pro- 
vocations, if God after he Pad ſhut him up in 
Priſon, - ſhould ſet him at Liberty again ? New 
Opportunities and Temptations would infallibly 

produce more new Sins. The Ecripture fore- 
tells how unſucceſsful Mercies would be, 
where Sin 1s yet in Dominion; {/a. 26. 10. 
Let favour be ſhewed to the Wicked, yet will not 
be learn Riphteouſneſs. So that the removal of 
Judgment from them only, would do them 
no kindneſs. 

4. Sinners can, never make SatisfadGtion to the 
Juſtice of God for any ove Act or Thought of 
wickedneſs by all that they can ſuffer a and 
there- 
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- get there is a Neceſſity that Suar bwy or 
always. They can never reſtore the 

- Nourto God whi they have robbed him of 
by. Sin ; they can make no Reparation for the 
Unrighteouſneſles and indignities which they 
have done to him ; and being ſach inſolent Deb- 
tors, not able to pay what owe, nor ha- 
ving any Swrety to do it for them, they can ne- 
ver be let out. He who cannot clear bis ac- 
count with God, nor ſo much as begin to clear 
it, can find no fav}t with his an Ever- 
laſting Priſoner, After a' Soul hath lain thou- 
ſands of Apes in Hell, he hath as much to an- 
ſwer for, as he had athhis feſt Entrance; there 
is not one Line wiped out of his whole Score. 
The gwit of au Infinite, by mp o 
the Obje& againſt whom ir is commi an 
this aitnore fe expiated by the «tmoſ® Tor- 
ments of a Finite Creature, 


Fourthly, The USE. 


1. Information, 1, How great muſt he be, 
who 1s thus able to Deſtroy ! Surely the Per- 
fetions of God are geeper than that Hell, 
which he caſt Sinners into. Fob 11. $: what 
awful words are thoſe, whereby he expreſſes 
one part of his Glorious Excellency ! Dent 32. 
40. I lift up my Hand to Heaven, and ſay, 1 
tive for ever. God ſpeaks here inthe form of 
an Oath, and as the Angel ſwore after the 
like manner by the Life of God, Rev. 10. 536. 
{o God here ſwears by his own Life, to intimate 
what an Obje& of dread the Living God is to a 


periſh- 
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periſhing Sinner ;; for as ſurely as God lives, 
the Sinner ſhall dye. How fearfal a thing 
muſt it be to fall #nto bis Hands, out - of which 
every Criminal woald fain flee, 'but cannot ! 
Job'2.7. 22. what Conceptions can we have of 
him, that bear a Proportion to his terrible 
Mar ! 2. How falſe and gronndleſs is 
that fancy of the Expiration of a Sinner*s Miſe- 
ry and Torment after a limited term! one of the 
Ancients dreantt of a flaming River, through 
which all Creatures were to paſs, ( not onely 
damned Souls, but eventhe Devils themſelves) 
andfoto be ſav'd at laſt. Others ſince his 
time, have ſtarted fome fond Opinions' of the 
fame kind, as if -_ mw finally-rejoyce 

mſt Fudgment, and ſwallow up all m its own 
xt But the largeneſs of fach Men's 
Charity outdoes the ſoundneſs of their Faith ; 
and how reconcileable ſoever this may be to 
a ſoft indulgence in their own Tempers, it con- 
tradifts the Scripture-Acconnt of God's in- 
flexible Righteouſneſs, and the ſtate of the 
World to come. Abrabam was no ſuch Com- 
forter to the Rich Man, asto tell him, that he 
fhould or might ſhoot this Gulph hereafter. 
3. What Madneſs muſt needs be in the Heart of 
evcry Sinner, that does not conſider this ! the 
Holy Ghoſt makes uſe of that very Word, and 
indeed it can be nothing leſs. Eccl. 9. 3. That 
man who goes on inhis Sin, till it be too latg. 
to retire, and knows it will be too late 1n * 2 
tle while ; who continues treaſuring up Wrath, 
till thoſe Treaſures be oper'd, which will never 
be emptied, is certainly beſide himſelf. It 5 
impoſ- 
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impoſſible, that reaſon ſhould be- exercis'd 
in this caſe, where is ſo vaſt an py 
tween what tempts to 'Sin,. and what 
deterr from it. That which . allures, is trar- 
fient, that, which ſhould reſtrain, is perma- 
nent ; the Pleaſure is ſbort, and PuniſhMent is 
endleſs. 4. What a bleſſed Security is it to Saints 
in Heaven, that they cannot leave their glo- 
rious Habitation, as the falles Angels have 
_ for cages they _ as wmaxl 1g 

in their Happineſs, as the Damned in 
their - 44ſery. As they that are ſalted with 
Fire (Mark 9. 49.) are preſerved, from Con- 
ſumption, ſo they that dwell in perfe® Light, 
are free from any ſhadow of turning. They eat 
of the Tree of Life which is in the hs of the Par a- 
diſe of God, Rev. 2. 7. and they who once eat 
of that Tree, can dye no more. . After they are 
enter'd upon the Poſſeſſion of their Inheritance 
they can never forfeit it, nor be thrown out of 
it ; No Conwulſions can ſhake theſe Pillars in 
the Temple of God. They are above thereach 
of Temptation, and the poſſubility of Simmg ; and 
all the. ſpiritual Enemies - which aſſault and 
diſturb them now, they ſhall mot ſee again 
more for ever. After a ſtormy Voyape, we ſhall 
ly ſafely at Anchor in tnat Port, and never be 
driven from it. 

2, Exhbortation. 1. Put not off the working 
out of your Salvation to the laſt Extremties, 
Do not ſay concerning the Councels of God, 
2 Huſhai concerning that of Abithophel, 2 Sam. 
17. 7. That they are zot good at this time. It 
is bigh time to obey thoſe preſent calls, which 

ere 
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ere long-you will be out of a Capacity of obey- 
ing.. Break off your Agreements with Hell now, 
hereafter your Bands will be made too ſirong to 
be broken. The Critical Seaſon of Death and 
Judgment are at Hand, when you will inevi- 
tably ſee that Salvation which is of God, or that 
Deſtruttion which is of your ſelves. Whothere- 
would deferr the Settlement of the Af- 
fairs of his Soul, that lives ſo uncertainly 
the Body, and muſt expet at his Yr nag 
ow it ( if his Peace be not made before.) to 
torn in Pieces by an implacable Revenger ! 
2, Put forth your Selves, and your , whole 
Strength to the uttermoſt, while you may, in the 
Service of God ;; becauſe your Opportunities 
for it will ſoon ceaſe in this world- for ever. 
The ſilent and ſwift approaches of the Night, 
ſhould quicken our diligent Improvements of 
the Day. . Negle&t nothing now, which you 
will vainly wiſh bad beer perform'd, when the 
Hour. comes that. your Time ſhat be no longer. 
This Conſideration ſhould ſtir us up to At 
moſt induſtriovſly ; for /othful Servants, as 
well as they that are more groſly wicked, be- 
wail their Folly to no-Purpoſe in a miſerable 
Eternity, Whatſoever thy Hand findeth to do, 
do it with tby might ;, for there is no Work, nov 
Device, not Knowledge, nor Wiſdom in the 
Grave, Fecl. 9, fo. If you are remiſs and 
ſuperficial ow, you cannot mend it 4þer, 
3. Learn to be ftedfaſt and unmoveable 1n your 
courſe of Duty, Let nothing perſwade ybu 
to change your God, but cleave with full purpoſe 
of Heart to 1m. The Proſpect of an x 
| Wor! 
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World, where our Lot muſt remain” always 
the ſame, ſhould make ns very firm, reſolved 
Chriſtians. When the Devil tempts you to 
o back from Chriſt, remember what It is to 
irrevocably condemned to a departure from 
him, You who are he gr Ho our 

Obedience now, will be chained faſt en 
hereafrer under a load of unpardonable'Gailt. 
Nothing can «do your Shacktes theh, and 
therefore why ſhonld any thing carry you awd 
from your preſent Duty? 4. Keep your 4 
ſtance from thoſe Perſons in this World, 
from whom you look to be everlaſtingly drvi- 
ded in the next. As Sinners will never know 
the worſt of what they ſhall {df ſo it will 
be good for us to have no Acquaintance or 
Concern, with what they do. Their Breath 
( which ſmells of the Infernal Sulphur) ought 
to be ſtrange to us, There is to be a_Gulph 


between us at the laſt, and for that Reaſon 
there. ſhould be no unneceſſary Feld, w/hip, or 
ff into 


choſen Familiarity now. Enter not ath 
of the Wicked, Prov. 4.14. If you expett that 
your End ſhould difter ſo much from theirs. 
It is certainly moſt abſurd to Aſſociate with 
them on Earth, who are to be baniſht ſo far 
off in Hell. 
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Lake xvi. xxvii, Xxviil. 


7. Then he ſaid, I Pray thee there- 


_— 


fore, Father, that thou wouldeſt ſend 


him to my Father's Honſe ; 
28. For I have five Brethren, that 
he may teſtifie unto them, leſt they alſo 


come into this Place of Torment. 


HE fiſt Petition of the Rich Man which 
more djretly and plainly concern'd 
himſelf, being rejected, and that Rejection ju- 
ſtihed and ſupported by very convincing 
Reaſons ( which have been confider'd ) we 
have here before us a ſecond Requeſt from the 
fame Perſon, which does ſeemingly referr not 
ſo much to himſelf, now in: Hell, as to thoſe 
whom be left bebind him upon Earth. He found 
he could not ſucceed in the other Matter, 
and fo, he tries whether he can prevail in 
this. Then he ſaid, I pray thee therefore, Fa- 
ther, &c. | q 
In which Requeſt we may take Notice of 
five things. 1. The Meſſenger whom he ſnes 
for: [ That thou wouldſt ſend him” i. e._ La- 
Zarus;, the fame Perſon whom he begp'd to 
have Uiſpatch't tipon the former Errand, v, 
I 2 24; 
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24. How uſeleſs and burdenſome ſoever this 

r Beggar was thought to be while he yd, 
bo nhom really the World was not © worthy ) 
we find, -there were .more good Offces than 
one; which he was judg'd capable of perform- 
ing after Death. So, many times a double 
Honour and Reſpett is paid to the Names and 
Memories of departed Saints, when Men have 
learnt by Experience, that the want of their 
Service 1s not to. be ſupplied ſo well by any 
others ; their Enemies very often, who have 
haſten'd -them to their Graves, . have wiſh'd 
them alive again, and felt the necd of their 
Aſſiſtance ; as that wicked King of Iſrael wept 
over the: Face of dying Eliſha, 2 Kings 13. 
14. 2. The Place which he would have had 
him ſent.unto; [ To my Fatber's Houſe ]. As 
if he, who lay negleQed at the Gate before, 
might Promiſe himſelf better Entertainment 
now; Lazarus had been trampled on and 
ſpurn'd at, as an wngrateful Speftacle, now he 
is invited to make a Viſit, as a deſirable and 
welcome, Gueſt, "Thus our Lord Chriſt, whom 
his own would not receive, while he went up and 
down among them, foretels that there would 
be a Time, when they ſhould ſay, Bleſſed is 
be that cometh in the Name of the Lord, Matth. 
23.39. 3. TheCccaſion of asking this ; [For 
I bave five Brethren ]. Whether theſe were 
ſtrictly ſuch as deſcended from the ſame Pa- 
rents, Or remoter Kindred ( who in Scripture 
are frequently ſtiled Brethren, as Mat. 13. 55. 
and many other Places ) and whether there 
were preciſely ſo many of them, or wal de- 
mire 
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finite and: certain number put for an wncertain, 
Is not material. There-were ſome' remaining 
Branches of a diſſolute Family, that follow'd 
the ſame Courſe, and trod in the ſame Steps, - 
as this Rich Man had done ; which is no un- 
uſual thing in the Tents of Wickedneſs. When 
one 1sſnatcht away, there are ſtill others that 
keep up. bis ungodly Cuſtoms, and inherit 
the Yices, as well as Eſtate of their wretched 
Predeceſſor ;, as is ſaid, : Pſalm 49. 13. This 
their Way is their Folly, yet their Poſterity ap- 

ove their Sayings, '4. The Meſſage which 

e would have him deliver [ That he may te- 
ſpe to them] "tis implyed, what the Matter 
of his Teſtimony ſhould be; viz. The Evil 
and Danger of their preſent Pradice, backt with 
an Account of what the Rich Man himſelf was 
now  altually enduring for thoſe very Sins in 
which they yet liv'd. Q. d. © Let Lazarus 
* be a Preacher of Righteouſneſs to that lewd 
© Generation whom 1 am taken from ; let him 
* tell them that which he knows of what I 
© feel, and repreſent my woful and diſtreſſed 
« Caſe with all thoſe Circumſtances of Hor- 
Pror, which ſuch an Eye-witneſs is better able 
© to deſcribe than another Perſon. $5. The 
End for which he deſir'd it; [| Left they alſo 
come into this Place of Torment]. He knew 
that his Brethren muſt come thither as ſurely 
as himſelf, if they went on in the ſame Road, 
and therefore he ſought to have this extraor- 
dinary Means Wie for Prevention. He 


reckoned, that wyyle they were joyned to the 
Living, there might be Hope concerning them ; 
I 3 1 


— 


[| 11S ] 
if they ' were brought. to Repentance, they 
might eſcape his Doom; and this was what 
he aimed at in the preferring of his Petition 
'on their behalf. But here the difficulty lyes, 
how this muſt be anderſtood ; whether the 
Rich Man had not really more reſpect'to him- 
ſelf, than his five Brethren, and whether he 
askt not this ſingular Favour rather for his 
own ſake, than #beirs, who were ſtill alive. 
For, 1, It is moſt undoubred, thatithere is 
no real Charity among the Damned to the 
Souls of their Survivers,. nor any"true Zeal 
for their Salvation ; they that have-finally 
loſt their own Souls, are not ſincerely ſollici- 
tous about the welfare of other Men's. Can 
any ſuch good thing be found in Hell, which is 
the very Sink and Center of all Manner of E- 
vil? No certainly. 2, It is poſſible indeed, 
( as ſome have thought) that there may be 
common Remnants of Humanity in the reaſon- 
able Nature, and that theſe may produce a 
few workings of Aﬀe&ion and Compaſſion 
towards thoſe that have dear to, them, 
if they be likely to ſuffer with them. But 
however, 3. It is moſt probable, that the 
main Reaſon which ſwayed the Rich Man to the 
making of this Requeſt, was the fear of the 
Aggravation of his own Torments, by the con- 
tinued Sin and future Damnation of his now 
living Brethren ; he ' expe&ed to fare the 
worſe, and ſuffer the more by their Means, it 
they were not reclainrd, , So that whatever 
deſign was pretended or appar at the firl: 
fight, this regard to Self was at the Bengan 
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Obſ. Sinful Relatives and Companions help to 
add to the Miſery of the Damned, Kere 


Firfs, Shew ia General, that the Miſery of 
the Damned is capable of Addition. 

Secondly, How linful Relatives and Compa- 
nions particularly add to it. 

Thirdly, Why they ſhall do ſo. 

Fourthly, The VS E. 


Firſt, .To ſhew in General, that the Miſe- 
ry of the Damned is capable of Addition ;, 
that their Torments may be increas'd in the 
Place of Torment ; their Furnace made hyt- 
ter, and their Flame more vebcment. 


1. The Devils are already tormented, and 
et are in Expectation of further Torment, As 
1s intimated by that Queſtion of the Unclear 
Spirits to Chriſt, Mat. 8. 29. Art thou come to 
Torment us before the Time ? Not that they 
are now at eaſe, ( for they are ſaid to ſeek reſt 
and find none, C. 12, 43.) But there is a /ct 
Time which they look for, when they ſhall 
be more wneaſte, than they now are. "Tho 
now they are under actual Execution, yer {till 
they are kept to be brought forth to a Day 
of greater Wrath. Hence they are ſaid to 
tremble, Jam. 2. 19. which Springs from their 
fore-knowledge of ſome Emil to come deter- 
mined againſt them, and hitherto, not infli- 
Qed, By parity of Reaſon, we may alſo 
conclude, that they who have their o—_— 
4. Of + 
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Portion with Devils, do not receive all that 
Portion at once ; but new Scenes of Vengeance 
may preſent themſelves. one- after: another, 
and the Floods of Divine Wrath in that Bot- 
tomleſs Pit where they are caſt, may { like the 
os of -the Santtuary ) riſe ſtill higher and 
izber. 

_— The Plagues which are laid up in ſtore 
with God, are not to be exhauſted: Tho 
the Souls in Hell may truly fay,. that God 
hath ſet them up for bis Mark, and he is al- 
ways ſpending bis Arrows upon them, yet his 
Quiver is always fill. It can never be faid, 
that He hath pore to the xtmoſt in puniſhing, ſo 
that he can go no further. How often is that 
Threatening repeated, in Levit. 26. I will 
puniſh you yet ſeven times more ! Seven is com- 
monly taken as a number of Perfetion, and 
ſo uſed in the Scripture; and therefore new 
Deprees ( if not Kinds )) of Puniſhment may 
be executed everlaſtingly. Unleſs a-Man could 
fee to the End of Infinite Diſpleaſure, He can 
never tell when he is as miſerable as he car 
be. In this Sence, God's Judgments are a 
great Deep, and he hath freſh Vials to pour 
out continually, It is the promiſed Happineſs 
of Saints, that the Lamb ſhall lead them to Li- 
ving Fountains, Rev. 7.17. Rewarding Mer- 
cy, and ways Juſtice, make their ſeve- 
ral Diſtributiofis from a boundleſs Stock, 

3. The new Sims which are committed 7 
Hell jt ſelf, call for an Addition to the Sin- 
ner's Miſery. As they who are in a ſtate of 
endleſs Rewards, are ſtill ſerving of wo ifs 

oy 
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they who are in a ſtate of Puniſhment, are 
ſtill ming againſt him; they do not. onl 
not repent of their old ſans, but they go on, py 
ding new ones every Moment. And-is it to 
beſuppos'd, that theſe Sins ſhould efcape wn- 
funiſht, or that the Puniſhment of fuch new 
Sins-muſt be included in the Puniſhment: of the 
old ones? Why ſhould not 'the fame Hell 
have an Acceſſion of Heat, as the ſame Soul 
burns with greater Rage and Fury againft God? 
What Reaſon is there, that their Miſery 
ſhould be at a ftay, when their Wickednefs 
is #mcreaſmg ? Juſtice ſeems to require, that 
their Sorrows ſhould be multiplied in Proportion 
to their Sins ; on the ſame account, that they 
who are greater Sinners, receive greater. Dam- 
nation than the reſt. Mat. 23. 14. It will be 
more tolerable for ſome than others, ( tho po- 
ſitively intolerable for all ) and fo it may be 
more tolerable at the beginning of their Miſe- 
ry, than in the progreſs of it, 


Secondly, How fanful Relatives and Compa- 
ions particularly add to the Miſery of the 
Damned. Anſ. Two ways; by their Sins 
while they live, and by their Society when 
they dye. 


1. The Miſery of the Damned is augmen- 
ted by the Sims of their Relatives and Com- 
panions while they /zve. Tho they that are 
in Hell, be ignorant of what is done on Earth, 
and cannot now be acceſſory to it, yet we are 
to conſider what they have contributed w it 

creo 


to his Vays, ut according to the 
Jer, 32. 19. The of 


to "4 them. Particularly 


(1.) Thesigs of Survivers may be very much 
owing to the former Perſwaſzons and Encour age- 
ments, which they had from thoſe that, are 
gone before them. Jeroboam, upon the Re- 
volt of the Ten Tribes to him, ſets up two 
Golden Calves, one in Dax, the other in Be- 
thel, and the People were-quickly induced to 
go and worſhip. before them, and this {dola- 
in laſted ſo long after his Deceaſe, ( even; tall 
they were carried Captive by the Aſ{yrears, 
2 Kings 17. 22, 23.-) that the Holy Ghoſt 
ſeldom mentions his Name, without-this in- 
famous; Addition, who made Iſrael - to Sin, 
Corrupt. Nature, leads Men to walk in the 
Counſel of the. Ungodly, when the Conn/ellours 
themſelves are 7 4 now tho they, that 


follow the wicked Suggeſtions of others al 


ar 


LEW 
hnar-gheiv on Baden, yet, there. isa guilt. de- 
an o8_the Tewpterst00, Luſtful Any 
haaching of his innocent St» 
vg and adviſing him-to, it.; ag 

was his om Ereny in being ſuch 4: Friend. 
that.” wanton Prince, 2 5am, 13; 3, 50, tho 
Fb4b be mark'*t;out as; a; Aonfter in Wicked» 
bo yer, ”tis ab .mention'd, that Jezebel bis 
Wife ſtir” d bing up, 1 Kings 24. 25. The oft, 
ner any Souls are taken in. Szares which 'we 

bane laid, the worſe it: will be;for us. | 
.(2:) Survivers Sin many times by the A/i- 
Bance of their finful Predeceſlors. A. wicked 
Man, while he Lives, does often help to fur- 
piſh others with fewe! for thoſe Luſts, which 
are not. extin(# ſo ſoon as he. The: giving of 
large Eſtates to diſſolute young Prodigals, that 
have no Senſe of Religion, nor common $0- 
briety to govern them, is putting of a Wea- 
tor into their Hands, -wherewith they will cer- 
tainly fight againſd God, The Devil could not 
have had ſo much Service from ſuch Perſons, 
if they had not been ſupplied with materials 
to Work #pon, This will turn to a; ſad account, 
not only to themſelves, but to thoſe that were 
the Diſpenſers of this abuſed Subſtance. lt is 
a dreadful thing to be charged with the mam- 
taining and ſupporting of the Wickedneſs of 
thoſe that live after us, and ſtand up/in our 
Room ;z when it may be ſaid, that this or that 
Abomination had never been committed, it we 
had not provided the Means whereby to bring » 

it forth. 

(3.) Sur- 
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| ) Suryivers Sin-oftentimes - after: the il 
PS rd; 'thoſe whom. they" fiicceed. | We 
__—_ DL Oe ) as we bave 
our Fathers, Jerem. 44. 17,” Their 
hernite then Dead, but their bad _— 
dents CG ta bf gs 0, 
hk W ty anſcyib” 
thoſe” that Dole bars of Loins.” Bs, 
Imitations-are very natural ; if 'we have ſeen 
others: towards H a, who are .now: 
artivd "at that Sſerable Stage we have a 
ſtrong byaſs within us 'which draws 'us the 
ſame way. But wo to them by whom this: Evil 
comes ; who are the Orr Orgs of it, will 
ſuffer 'the more for \their ſakes whom their 
wretched Pattern' hath wi#fled. There oe 
been Multitudes in the World, that have not 
only fallen by their own Iniquity, " but have ſunk 
the into Hell, by - others fallinz «por 
them, to whom their Iniquity hath been a fa- 
tal ftumblin Block. The more a Sinner's ways 
lo the more his Puniſhment is height- 


2, The Miſery of the Damned is increas'd 
by the Society of their Relatives and Compani- 
ons when they dye. This will appear, if we 
conſider theſe three things. 


(1. If there be any Impreſſions of Tendey- 
eſs and Kindneſs left in Damned Souls, the 
Miſery of thoſe that have been dear and de- 
lightful to them, will aggravate their own, 
Whatever Pleaſure ſome Deviliſh Minds =: 
take 
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take in. the Ruine. of thoſe whom they bate, 
yet. the DeſtruQtion of thoſe whom they 
Love, will be tormenting. To ſeethe Cala- 
oy re Foros, whom our Adi ns 
are peculiarly ſet upon, is a wounding SpetZa- 
.cle.;, to have the deſire of our Eyes Hh 444 
the Rack before our Eyes, is enongh to. cxt us 
; Hap 6ay? a {be A Ip were 
Fain in; his ſight, before they Jut out bis Eyes 
/2.Kings'25. 7. David tells Huſhai for This 
Reaſon, . when he was fying tram Abſolom, 
that, if be paſſed on with bim, be would be a bur- 
den' to: bim, 2 Sam. 15. 33. That Company 
which otherwiſe wh be the greateſt Plea- 
ſure, adds to our AﬀiGion, when they are 
made to ſuffer with us. They muſt be very 
unnaturally barbarous, who ſhould / chuſe to 
have. their deareſt briends involved in the 
ſame Puniſhment with them, rather than ex- 

ed from: it, It argues utmoſt Cruelty of 
Spirit, to be eaſed by others partating in our 
Miferies. 

(2.) The /zght of thoſe whom they have 
frned with, is a freſh revival of their 'own 
Guilt ; like the caſting of the Carkaſſes of Ido- 
laters «pon the . Carkaſſes of their - Idols ;, as is 
threaten'd, Lewit, 26. 30. 'The moſt dreadfu! 
Obje#s to an awakened Sinner here in this 
World, are ſuch as have been the beloved 
Partners of his former Wickedneſs ; but it is 
much more ſo in the ext. World. When 
Ammnon had ſatisfied his .Luſt upon his Siſter 
Tamar, he could not endure her any longer 
in his Preſence; he that was ſo Sick for her 
before, 
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*tis im) Y Oake \ivy Toll eter Yep 
yet it pag by a kind'of Negative Comfort 
- to have afl that joyne with them in'thoſe 
Sins, buried out of their ew; Their tnavoid- 
able perpetual Converſe with fxch, is as bad 
as their fellowſhip with Devils themidives ; for 
hereby all the Cocxonſtances'of their pro- 
fligate Lives will be'every moment re- 


(3.) It is not to be donbted, but that when 
Brethren-and Fellow-workers, in Iniquity meet in 
Hell, they will be always ſharply »pbraiding 
and 'reviling one another. © They will not only 
curſe God 5 preſerving them in being, yea 
and for bringing them into being, but more 
juſtly-and deſervedly 'Curſe thoſe alfo, who 
have been any way the "Inſtruments and Occa- 
fons of bringing them to'that Place *of Tor- 
ment. As Joab once charged David with 
loving bis Enemits, and "bating bis Frieads, 
2 Sam. 1,9. 6. So it may be truly ſaid of re- 
fratory Sinners, while they are on this ſide 
of Hell ; ny hays angry with thoſe that would 
divert them from their Evil way, and Ppleas'd 
with 


 w 
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deed to do, what David was acctis'd of do- 
1 bt order thete Note wil be hon d; 
hey will moſt bizterly exclaim againſt thoſe 
Lonat - they will cry out of them as 
1 Levers of their Souls, who have been 
_ » the Patrons and. Abettors of their Sins; and 
theſe mutual Reprodches 'ahd Invettives will 

the diſmal Employment of their- Eterny- 
ty. | 


"Thirdly, Why ſhall the Miſery of the Dam- 
ned be aggravated after this Manner. . I will 
only propoſe theſe two Reaſons of it. 


1: Becauſe God does in Infinite Wiſdom of- 
ten chuſe to puriſh Men in that wherein they 
do offend ;, fo as to puniſh them not. only for 
their evil Works, bit by them. It tends moſt 
remarkably to the: Glory of God's Fuſtice, 
when the Rad of the Wicked is made their ow: 
Scourge, and their Plagues grow out of their 
Provocations. As David's ſinful Indulgence 
to Abſolom and Adonijab was punifſht in their 
Rebellion and Vſurpation ;, He let looſe the Reins 
to them, and for a requital, they would have 
run away with his Crown ;, ſo here, Wicked 
'Men by the Propagation of Sin, do alſo propa- 
gate their own Mſery ;, they turn Corrupters of 
others, and God makes them ſuffer by thafe 
whom they have corrupted. _ The Evil which 
they ſpread, recoils upon themſelves; - as a 
Candle that ſets Fire to an heap of _ 
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x1 they moſt we 
nor the Sinner 
Ol the Sinner's 
turn'd into, his {rt J-u8 
Gow y 1s the carnal Man's He 
and yet the ſame C 
wget In jent of his Future 
God, never think 
o Foy, , as when they are con- 
oe, are like themſelves ; 
ang oY. render 
think the tire Ra Ny mier $o it fre- 


quently / x ohoy in the Courſe of God's Pro- 
vidence here, that a. Man's miſtaken Comforts 
Fac Were Croſſes; and what he once em- 


eateſt eagerneſs, he afterwards 

Wingly. Soeſſes with greateſt Yexation. 

As Pitn%s threw down the thirty Preces in a 

Ie! which he ſo greedily- coveted; before, 
at. 27. 5. 


Fenty, The VS.E, 


I Wan 1. No /olitude upon_Earth 
ſo fad; as the Society bay is in Helt The 
Wo of being alone, is a Mercy and a Privileage, 
in Compariſon of their more; wretched Con- 
yerſation there. ' Retirement and Separation 
from a Man's pleaſant Companions is accoun- 
ted very prievous- now, whereas hereafter it 
would be truly deſirable. What Job Pye 


buy irigeaſs oor Impatience, 
to allwe, which 


' had ſeduced the Afar of God, 
to IFench the TL, | 
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ſnare to you, or to your Howe 
thing eſpecially very pernicious, which 7944 
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, Was Naamab, *an Ammaoniteſs, 
L4. 21, 31. 3» s - the Sins 
cannot prevent, . to your very ut- 
Ungodly Secrets are- not to. be 
of a fooliſh tenderneſs, but faith- 
ially reveaPd. It is record- 
to og Honour, that he brought to, bis 
Foe the Evil report of his lewd Brethren, 

37.2. The neareſt Relations were 
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. mot to be pitied, nor ſpar'd, nor conceaF'd in 


the Caſe of Enticement to Idolatry, Deut. 


"13. 8. Jnferiors: muſt diſcover Sin, and Su- 


periors ought to' puniſh it.” Els Houſe was 
to: be judg'd for ever, becauſe his Sons made 
themſelves Vile, and he reſtrained them not, 
x Sam. 3. 13. His Power was great, not 
only as a Parent, but a Magiſtrate, and ' 
their Fats notorious ; he beard of them from 
all the People, c. 2. 23. Yet he did but /oft- 
ly rebuke, what: he ſhoutd have ſeverely cor- 
refed, Let us therefore diſcharge our 
R 2 Con- 


"ſaith unto. him, they have WW 
&s and the wh. ge let them hear 3 


' New Petition 4 by the 
Rich Man to -_ "in the oy 
Verſes, wherein implores 
| Lazarus to teſtific to bis five Brethren 
at "bis Father's Houſe ,, theſe Words contain 
Abraham's Anſwer, wherein he gives the like 
dſe to this'R , as he had done to the 
; and fo miſerable Supplicant is 
left unfuccefsful in both. The Scope of what 
-Þ here faid, is to let the Rich Man know, 
+ [that his ſurviving Relations had ſufficient No- 
"tice and Warning already, if they would take 
"it, not to come to that "Place of Torment, 
where he now was; and therefore there was 
no real need or juſt occaſion to Alarm them 
by ſuch an extraordinary Meſſenger ; Abra- 
bam ſaith unto bim, &c. 
Here are two things to be conſider'd ; the 
Means vouchſafed to the Rich Mar's Brethren, 
- the Improvement required of them. 
T, The Means vouchſafed. [' They bave _ 
MES 7 - cs 
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Moſes and the Prophets ;, 1et- them hear 
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that his furviving Relations had ſufficient No- 


" Tice and Warning already, if they would take 
"it, not to come to that Place of Torment, 
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ſeith unto him, they have 


' New Pttition bein TEES 1, 08 
In two 


at "bis Father's Houſe ;, theſe Words contain 
Abraham's Anſwer, wherein he gives the like 
repulſe to this Requeſt, as he had done to the 
former, and fo the miſerable Supplicant is 
left unſucceſsful in both. The Scope of what 
1s here faid, is to let the Rich Man know, 


where he now was; and therefore there was 
No real need or juſt occaſion to Alarm them 
by ſuch an extraordinary Meſſenger ; Abra- 
bam ſaith unto' bim, &c. 

Here are two things to be conſider'd ; the 
Aeans vouchſafed to the Rich Man's Brethren, 
and - the Improvement required of them. 
1, .The Means vouchſafed. [ They bave Mo- 
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every : Ats 
Moſes read in them. Syna- 
21+, Which read- 
with; ſome Explica- 
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bid 
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to. be rationally ſuppoſed, tharthels Brethren 


' of the Rich Man. bexx Moſes rhe 


WO tane 7'S 


frequenters of the Publick WorſW#p;, and there- 
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cher mie yas aca ur the doing. of 
tr ng he done ! . $0 did. 


mpenitencs 


| - va thoſe haihons Sins of A "n' and Mur- 


> ; 82! to the {ervice of the Tabernacle, and 


Renting of the. Law, but. he heard ro y 
nar} that Time; The meer beatin 

the Ear is not enough, as is plain. from 
titudes, of Texts, Mat. 7.26. James 1.22. 


And therefore ſucb Hearing cannot be all that 


is intended”; but” hearing 10 as to come to Re- 
pentance, zod bring farthe anſwerable Fruits; 

to receive Inftruttion, in order to Reformati- 
on; . to bear and be wiſe, and guide our Hearts in 
the Way, z Prov. 23. 19. to hear and yeild 


Obedience, orelſe we do bur ofer the Sacrifice 


of Fools, Eccl. og K 4 Obſ, 


lyes Fith the N eake or .. Antichriſts, 
World; .we_ cannot "x Wk” that we. 
are Hghy pro privided ones: | ith the Heas 


they Wor tho "they Wb ſomething, 

of the Law. Ds on their Hearts (enoughta 

leave them without Excuſe in the tran 

of what they know ) yet "it, is {© mouly | 
: 


Idle with this Tree of Knowledge 'of "which 

= may eat Uo peargy ang ur —_ 
+ * Teachers pretend to it,. is 4 
with abominable rhibtures before Gaſt ca to 
their; Hands... A- free and” nelimited Uſe of 
our Bibles is: our Glory, as Proteſtants , and 
on the. other fide, that which is commonly 
learnt by Popiſh Sermons, needs to be unlearn't,- 
and pull d down again, by them that would bei 
built up to the- beanenly. Inheritance.” © 

2. They that: have not the'Word, are de- 
ſtitute of that which in God's wfal and ftated 
Courſe is requifite-to: Sakvation; * W hat Ttrange 
and ſecret Ways God may _ have in 1a- 
=> Tuaeſer—-ary the Word, 1 tnink, no Man 
is able to aſſign; we are to judge by what he' 
hath- reveaF'd ; and” if we go by that: Rule, 
* wehall find that Faith it ſelf is' not more ne- 
cellary to Salvation, than Hearing is £0 Faith, 
Rom, 


by us; -Avori8;:11, Behold the Days come, 
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2. We have God by Men Ike 
or ſebyes ; "of the fame Faff th us, "AOts 
14. 15. | This-does not te & our Priviedge, 
but bergbtern it. We cannot bear the” immedi- 
ate ; Manifeſtations of God, while we are = 
( ens 
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Thirdly, What. an important Duty the Hear- 
ing of the Word is. are tour) Conſi- 
»«derations which will fully make out: this, 


I1.-The Spiri of Grace does ' ordinarily 

. work moſ# in, Hearing, -It is'no wonder that 
what is by- Divine Appointment, ſhould: be 
chiefly bleſs't with Divine Influence, God mi- 
mſtred the Spirit to the Galatians by the bearing 
of (the Word, of ) Faith, and ſo they re- 
cery'd him, as the Apoſtle makes his appeal to. 
em 
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oe 
' made a diftinniſhins Chara#er and 
| between the Ri 


- you are not of God,” The 
-here laid down, 'and the bferemee which it 
drawn from it, do both teach us; that. this 
| Ss Men bear to the Word, is at 

- infallible to«cbſtore, whereby to try theit «wh 
titual Condition.. So 1 Job: 4, 6. At 
knoweth God, beateth s;, be that it'wot of God, 


bear - 
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us upon Eaple's wings . 


Wnt coming to 


= olefin: Set your ric ys Mo- 
s ) to all the Words which I't amon 
oy Day, which you ſhall command your Fe, 

wren to obſerve, &c. Dont 32.46. | There" Vis | 
Cn 

what. is in er 

tion,” No "Ordinance of God was ever de- 
ſigned only to employ the Ear, or inforni the 
Judgment, but to atfect the Soul, and #1fl.- 


ence 


. 


+ reſolve (as the Jews did. 


them; 
Fer. 42. 5, 6. If this benot-the fall bent of our 


Sp we deceive our ſelves. Kc 
Note mulſt'be a mextare of Faith. with 
the- Word which we'hear, or it-will not. be 


uſeful to us, Heb. 4.'2; - There ſeems to-bean 

Allufion in-that Place to..the mingling 'of the 
natural ferment in the Stomach with our Food, 
which procyres both Digeſtion and Nowiſh- 
ment ; or elſe the Food would be rather hurt- 
ful than profitable, and lay up matter for dar- 
gerous Dſeaſes, This is called very frequently 
a recei9mg of the Word ; Ads 2. 41.6. 8.14. 
c,11,.1, *Tisa taking of it into the Soul, that 
it may-be an internalruling Principley'as by 
Faith- we receive our | Lord Chrift-humſclt, that 
be. tay dwell in our Hearts alſo. Doctrines 
which are no? behevingly embraced, and. 


©... engraftediin the Mind; will be of no Benefit 
. to us; but as Jeb4ſbapbat ſaid in another Caſe, 


. Believe in the Lord your God, and" believe bis 
Prophets, ſp ſhalkyon proſper, 2 Chron. 20. 20. 
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6. There 
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they 1 

ble for the neglet of Means which they ne- 

, ver enjoy'd ; none\ſhall be condemn'd for not 
bearing, . who camot if they wotd; but where 
the--Word is. ſeiit,” and- yet put away, their 

. Condemnation is aggravated. - As 1t was'a 

. far-greater ſhame- to. the Diſciples who« had 

+ .  converſed ſo much with Chy;f, to be ignorant = - 
"SSCL _ of 


ke 15. 1. 
is | than one made up of for- 
mal . tes, who drive on. a Trade of 

" earinginiabans any ſollicitude, whether they 
get real good by it, 3. God hath great Pro- 
vocation to. withdraw the Means, where they 


are ungratefully cont: mu'd. As the Blind Man 
who had been reſtored to bis fight by Chriſt, 
anſwer'd the Jews very well, when they re- 
peated- their captious and frivolous Enqui- + 
ries, 1 bave told you already, and you did not 
bear ; wherefore would you bear it agam ? John 
9. 27.. . The way to fecure our ſelves in the 
Poſſeſſion of any Priviledge, is to improve it.; 
but where that is wholy wanting, no won- 
der if the Priviledge be loſt. It is manifeft 
| Juſtice, that the Prophets ( like Zacharias, the 
'#. Father of the Baptyf ) ſhould be Twnb, "_ 
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njel,' and cauſed my | | 
then they ſhould bave turred them from their E- 
reg (he -2, Be ſure to do That ih reals- 
I. ou- ſo often appear to do. You 
may. as well - utterly forbear, as not hear in- 
deed, It will be {ad to be found in their 
number, who i bearing, bear not, Mat. 13.13. 
For. this is as poſſible, as a Bodily ma- 
ny things joyn'd with Mental Blindneſs and in- 
llity. .So-we_are to underſtand thoſe 
Words of Moſes to Iſrael ( whith*are ſeem- 
mply. Contraditfory ), Deut. 29. 2,3, 4. Tow 
- have ſeen all that the Lord did before your Eyes, 
&c. yet the Lord bath not piten you Eyes to. ſee. 
Hear, as-under the /»ſe&@z9r'of God, and fo 
that you may approve your ſelves in this AR 

tQ 
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weekly buſied in fugh RefleQions, we ſhould 
have more and better Chriſtians, Yo 


—— 


_ « 4 
"hs 4" "4? x . 
. + . : 
bo þ * 4 + 
— P 
«x ; 


nay 


= 
"IT , 
9 Sa ts a0 . - 


er given by Ardbam in the | 
ords to the Rich Mar's 
I : 


told the Shunamite who had no Child, that | 
ſhe ſhould have one in a little time, ſhe being | 
| 1 nag aS it were ) between two contrary 
10ns- of exceſſive Jay and unbelieving Fear, 
delivers her ſelf after a fomewhat indecent man- 
ner, Nay, my Lord, thou Man of God, do not 
ly: unto thine Handmaid, 2 Kings 4. 16. But 
this was much worſe, and indeed little ground 
an 
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» a glorified Sai | 

, how infolently the God of Abraham 

+ (tho infinitely greater than all ) is treated 

£ rebellious . Worms. 2. . His. peremptory 
3n/5ſting upon what. he had faid himſelf. [| But 

- of one went unto them from the Dead, they will 

; repent. ]' q. d. Moſes and the Prophets will / 0- 

-  Perate as little upon them, as they. have done 

- Upon me; I heard them many a Year, while Co 
T liv'd upon Earth, and was never the better, - 
and therefore I conclude by < fs that 
that will avail them” nothing; but if thou 

_. wouldſt Order Lazarys to'go and preach to 
them the Terrors of Damnation, according to 
my deſire, I dare engage that this will do the 
buſineſs, and anſwer the end. It is remark- 
ble here, that the Rich Mar laics all the ſtreſs 

upon the outward Means, and the: influence 
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of Teſs Chriſt, But after this ſeoond ' Tem- 


7 ple was' built, becauſe it "wanted the / out- 


lendour of the firſt, they vilified agd 
defpis'd it, and for that very Reaſon grew 


Hales m Wrael ſhould appear” before him thrice 
i the Tear at the Place which be |bad choſent;, 
but Jeroboam infinuates the tediouſneſs of ithis 
to the People ;, 1 Kings 12.28, | is too nth 


' for you to po wp to Jeruſalem, @*4 as tho 


Angel 


on. Wa 

-- 3, By their obſtinate Fondneſs of their own 
Inventions, and adberence to them. This the 
Holy Ghoſt takes notice of, as an additional 
Circumſtance of Guilt ; 7/a. 66. 3. They have 


ſeems ) repent of their Choice; but 

it with, Pleaſure ; their own Ways ſtill ap- 

pearing moſt eligible and amiable to them, 
\ | tho moſt loathlome and odions to God. 
' Þ| This bs evidenCt ſometimes, 1. In magnify-. 
| ing and applaxding that which carries their 
own ſtamp, above that 'which is dignified 
with s. All Men are inclin'd by Na- 
| ture 
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than not. eſtabliſh-ian "Oftder: of -their 


own; like thoſe. -Phibſtines at who 
eryed, that the Ak of the ti nem arp 
ROT. " 


diſpleaſure azainſt ; (1 fay, his torts: dſplea- 
.- fare; for even when he hath exercisd' forgt- 


geaxce 'oun their Inventions, Palm 99... ) 
This 


ving "Mercy to the 'Perfins, he hathifaker Ver- || 
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es which 


' 1, Pride. There is that arrogant-aſpiring 
-. Temper in all the Poſterity of Adam, as in 
.* Adam himſelf, when he 'begon to fall ; they - 
would be as Gods to themſelves, preſcribing 

; the Mariner of their own Worſhip, and con- | 
[eriving the Way of their, own Salnation, 
*Thus Naamar, a great Man and bonoxrable, 
+ 260k it il, -that the Prophet did-not indulg 
His Fancy in working his Cure, juſt as he 
v expected ; He was wroth and went away (till 
* his Servants wiſely and calmly perſwaded him 
. to ſubmit )) and ſaid, bebold 7 thought, He: will 

ſurely come ont to me, and ftand and gall on the 
©: Name of the Lord bis God, and ſtrike bis and 
" over the Flace, and recoucy the ' Leper,, 2 Kings 

v,-thy 
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vance, how irregular and deform'd ſoeyef 
it be, will have ſuch. a Sentence pronounc't 
upon it, as the TIrimitive Creation had, be- 
cauſe it is bis own. God ſaw every thing that he 
bad made, and behold. it was very good, Gel. 
1. 31. That was really fo, as it was declar'd 
to be; and Self-Love blinds our Judgments 
into the ſame - wg of what we do, tho it 
be moſt groundleſs. 

3. Curioſity, Men's fooliſh wazton Spirits 
render them weary of walking in the 01d Paths, 
and if God do not make Gwe new thing for 
them, they will be formimp ſomething them- 
ſelves. New Revelations and Methods of 
Conviction are more pleaſing and grateful 
than any other, meerly becauſe they are new. 
Paul had quickly crowds of- Atherrans about 
him, becauſe he ſeemed to 'Preach new -Do- 
Grine, and ſtrange Things, AQs 17. 19, 20. 
An extravagant stch after Novelty hath been a 
Diſeaſe entail'd upon Mankind, ever fince our 
_ ovncs rum'd themſelves and their 
whole Offspring, b eting to know more 
than they Lid. wo not ſatished with 
making Experiments which they have oft re- 

ated, but covet to try other Means, which 
ave not been tryed before. The Hearing of 
Moſes and the Prophets hath been pra&'&d ſo 
long, that the Yanity of our carnal Minds 
prompts us now to take ſome other Courſe ; 
whereas indeed Truths of the moſt ancient 
Date, are the moſt valuable, and that which 
we bave beard ſtom the beginning, ſhould the 
rather for that Reaſon abide in #s, t John 3, 
24: M &+« Per 
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4. Perverſeneſs. There is ſuch an Helliſh 
Contyariety to God himſelf in our corrupted 
Natures, that we are prone to diſlike every 
thing the more for bis ſake, and to Obje& a- 

inſt this or that Divine Inſtitution, becauſe 
it is Divine; as if God, who does all things 
well, did nothing ſo. The Authority of God 
is ſo far from recommending any thing to the 
choice of a natural Man, that he js thereby 
the more prejudic'd and ſet _ it. What 
he forbids, is pleaſmg to the ſinful Soul, and 
what he commands, 1s grievoxs, The Devil 
hath infus'd this malignity into our tainted 
Blood, that what is the ground of our Obedi- 
ence, is the Motive and Temptation to our 
Rebellion, The carnal Mind is not ſubje to 
the Law of God, neither indeed can be, Rom. 
8. 7. Sin is erated by that very Precept 
which is given to ſuppreſs it ; and whatſoe- 
ver tends to curb our kcentionſneſs, ſtill diſ- 
covers ſo much the more of our frowardreſs. 
The Jews were never more zealous for God's 
Appointments, than when he was about to 
aboliſh them, and after they were aQually 
aboliſht. When God ſaid, bring no more vain 
Oblations, they were moſt forward to multi- 
ply them; and when he gave them the 
Character of beggarly Elements, they then 
moſt eagerly deſar'd to be in Bondage to them 
Gal. 4. 9. Yea, if we had the Liberty o 
adding to the Words of God, *tis queſtiona- 
ble, whether we ſhould be fo ſtrongly i- 
clin'd to- it, as now that we are reſramed 


from it. 
Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Why we ought not to oppoſe our 
own Fancies to the Inſtitutions of God ? The 
Reaſons are obvious, 


1, *Tis a notorious forgetting of out Di- 
Fance, and 7. of our Place, as Creatures, 
and »/urping of God's eſſential Right. Is it a 
fit thing, that the Creator ſhonld be controud 
by his wn Workmanſhip? Shall the Clay ſy 
to bim that faſhions it, os makeſt thou ? Va, 
45: 9, Which of the two, is the moſt rea- 

onaþle, that God ſhould lay his Injundtons 
us, Or that we ſhould impoſe upon bim ? 
udge impartially in the Caſe betwixt him and 
' your ſelves; whether the moſt High ſhould 
ſroop to ſuch deſpicable Worms as you, or 
whether you ſhould yield and comply with 
him? It is a fdlencing Challenge, which the 
Apoſtle makes in his Name; Rom. 9. 20. 
Nay, but oh Man, who art thou that replyeſt a- 
gainſt God ? q. d. Doſt thou conſider thy 
Quality, how much thou art 7-ferior to him * 
Doſt thou remember, who gave thee thy Be- 
img, and conſequently, who is to have the 
Dominion over thee? Waſt thou not produ- 
ced by bis Power, and ſhouldſt thou not be 
govern'd by bis Pleaſure? Know that he is 
God, and that thon art but a an; think 
ſeriouſly of this, and then attempt any Op- 
polition to his declared will if thou canſt. 
' _ 2. It is an imputing of Folly to God, and an 
aſcribing of greater Knowledge and Prudence 
to our ſelves, This 1s the plain and unavoid- 
M 2 able 
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able Conſequence of our taking bop us to 
dire 'or diate. any thing, that. ſhall -mend 
or outdo the Inſtitutions of God; for whoſo- 
ever. preſcribes any Rules or Models to God, 
beſides what he hath given and fram'd him- 
ſelf, does indeed Deifie bis own Underſtanding 
againſt Jnfunte Wiſdom, © And hath any Man 
in. the World fuch a Frow of Braſs, as to 
aſſert and juſtifie this, that he knows better 
than God, or ſees further than the Father / o 
Lights ? As grave and judicious Ehkbs faid, 

unkeſt thou this to be right, that thou ſaidſt, 
My Righteouſneſs is more than God's ? Job 
35- 2. So may I fay, wilt thou not be a- 
ſham'd to pretend, that thou art wiſer than 
he, who endowed thee with all the Diſcretion 
thou haſt ?* Canſt thou in good carneſt, ſup- 

ſe that God hath communicated more Wiſ- 
om to thee, than he hath reſerved to him- 
ſelf? So it muſt be, or elſe the giving of 
the Prebeminence to thy own Fancies, is un- 
reaſonable Dotage. Be ſenſible of thy true 
bruitiſhneſs before God, and thou wilt deſpiſe 
what thou admireſt. 

3. It is a real committing of ſpiritual Unclean- 
neſs, Every Word and Appointment of God 
is pure, Prov. 30. 5. But We pollute our ſelves 
by bringing in any thing of our own, in Com- 
petition, or ſo mnch as in Conjundion with 
it; as It is ſaid of the J/aclites, that they 
were defiled with their own Works, and went a 
whoring with their own Inventions, Pſalm 106, 
39. He that makes himſelf in any reſpe& - 
his own Idol, contraQts a filthineſs 1 his own 
Spirit, 
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Spirit, and is ory of Heart-adultery, The 
Hans Woman is faid to forſake the Guide of 
ber Touth; i. e, her Husband, whom the 
Holy Ghoſt gives that Title to, Prov, 2. 17, 
And for them that profeſs the like” Relation 
to Jeſus Chriſt, to. renounce his Condud, is 
a Crime of the ſame ſort, but of much high- 
er Aggravation. The ſetting up of / our 
fooliſh and” empty Conceits againſt his or- 
derly and regular Eſtabliſhments, is an »n- 
lawful Luft, which ' conſiſts not with our 
Love and Faithfulneſs to him. 

4. All Divine Appointments are excellent- 
ly ſuited for the attainment of their proper 
Ends. If we are defeated of the Advantage 
which we ſhould reap from them by our own 
Corruption, this muſt not be aſcribed to any 
defett in the Means, as ſch, for the Fault is 
in our ſelves. The badneſs of the Soil does 
not in the leaſt detra& from the goodneſs of 
the Seed which is caſt into it. If the Word 
does »ot Profit Men, *tis not any thing amiſs 
in the Word, but the evil Difpoſotion of the 
Hearers, which is the true Cauſe of that un- 
proficiency, Even as' the Caſe now ſtands, 
God will certainly and infallibly bring about 
his gracious Deſigns and Purpoſes by the 
Word, with reſpect to all his choſen ones ; 
for he hath ſaid, that it ſhall not ret=rn wnto 
bim void, Ia. 55.11. And tho it hath not 
the ſame ſaving effe& upon other Perſons, the 
Word will be vindicated ſtill, becauſe the 
fatal obſtacles lye at our own Doors, 
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5. When God hath/provided thoſe Means 
which are ſuffcient in their kind, "tis 'inexcuſa» 
ble Preſumption to expe&t, that he ſhould 
alter - or add, meerly - tor our- Gratification, 
Where ordinary Helps | are afforded, which 
will ſerve Men's occaſions, Miracles - are not 
Japerfhuonſty ; as when the Jews came 
to cat, of the Fruit of the Land of 
the Mama ceaſed on the Morrow, and they 
had it no more, Joſh. 5. 12. The fame 
God who readily ſupplies our Neceſſity, will 
not Countenance our Wantonneſs. Evil 
and Adulterons Generation ( ſays our Lord ) 
ſeeketh after a Sign, but _ ſtall no ”® be 
given t0 it, but the Sign of the Prophet Jonas, 
which: they hed: befire, Ade. 12: 39: This 
was enough, and re he would grant 
no-more, nor could any more be juſtly de- 
manded. So here, their Deſtru&@ion is high- 
ly deſerved, that cannot be content with 
the Word of Salvation, but muſt be craving 
ſomething elſe. in the room of it, which they 
imagine ( but without Reaſon, as we ſhall 
afterwards ſee) to be wy NN with It is 
our Duty not only to be ſatisfied with this, 
but to be very thankful for it. 


Fourthly, The US E, 


I, Information. 1. Hence we ſee the 
wretched Original of the various ſorts of 7do» 
latry, Superſtition and Will-worſhip, which are 
in the World. Upright Man was pertettly 
under the DireQion and Government of his 

Maker, 
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Maker, but ate Man hath ſought aut ma- 
ny Inventions, Ecclef. 7. 29. There is a Mwul- 
oo of Devices in. his Heart, that fruitful 
omb of a curſed Offspring, There are 
ſwarms of falſe Lex arp. and of ſtrange Cu- 
ſtoms and Ufſages belonging to them, all 
deviſed by Men ; whereas there is, and can 
but oze, which is of God. God is not 
the Authur of ſuch Confuſion, as Humane In- 
ventions often make under the ſhew and pre- 
tence of Order. He hath ſbewed us what is 
good, in telling us what he hath required of 
us, Mic. 6. 8. For that which is nt requir'd, 
can have but an appearance of Good, which the 
miſtaken Founders undeſervedly cloth it 
with. 2. This teaches us, that whenever 
God leaves Men to their own Follies, and 
ſeems to indulge them therein, *tis in a way 
of Judgment and Diſleaſure. It is no Argu- 
ment of his Favour, but the contrary, when 
he chuſes their Deluſions, and fills them” with 
their own Devices ;, it is not becauſe he ap- 
proves them, but becauſe he is provok'd to 
deliver Men over to be undone by them. 
We have a wotful Inſtance of this ; Exzek. 
20. 24, 25. Becauſe they deſpiſed my Statutes, 
and executed not my Judgments, but their Eyes 
were after their Fathers idols, wherefore I gave 
them alſo Statutes which were not good, and 
Judgments whereby they ſhould not live ;, i. e, 
Such as did not commend them to God, nor 
were they beneficial to themſelves. Not that 
God ever enjoyn'd them any ſuch, but he gave 
them vp to make ſuch for themſelves, which 
M 4 they 
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they were as forward to do, as Judas was 
compleat his Treaſon, when he had 


riſt's Permiſſion, tho not his Precept, John 
13. 27, 30. , 
2. Exhortation, 1. Let every Thought which 
exaltsit ſcif in you againſt the Mind and Will 
of God, be captivated to his Obedience. Dare 
not to allow or cheriſh the leaſt oppoſite Mo- 
tion; The moſt Pure and Happy State of 
the Church on Earth, is that which is fore- 
told, Jerem. 3. 19, When Jeruſalem” ſhall be 
called the Throne of the Lord, and all Nations 
' ſhall be gather'd thither to the Name 'of the 
Lord, neither hall they walk any more after the 
Imagmation of their Evil Heart. The more 
we abandon our own Tudgments and Wills, 
the more we lift up the; Throne and the 
Name of God ; and the more we promote 
and advance the coming of Chriſt's bleſſed 
Kingdom, wherein all thmps that offend ſhall 
be taken out of the way, and no Power or In- 
tereſt ſhall ever be able to introduce them 
again. 2. Be always guided by God's Counſels, 
and acquieſce in them as the beſt which can 
follow'd, whether you diſcern the Reafon and 
tendency of them, or not, It was excellent- 
ly faid by the Mother of ow Lord to the Ser- 
vants at the Marriage-Feaſt, Whatſoever he 
faith unto you, do it, John 2. 5. In all ſuch 
Caſes, we are not to diſpute, whether ir be 
really adviſable, for we may be ſure, that what 
he appoints, #s ſo, and cannot be otherwiſe. 
It 1s impoſſible to err, if we Reſzgn our ſelves 
abſolutely and wholely to him, -7 lead in the 
Way 
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Way of Riphteou ſays Wiſdom, Prov, 8, 
20. Far «calls RINGS 
SanFuary, and attend the ns which 
he gives there, we may ſafely conclyde, that 
we ( like the Rich Man's Brethren here) can 
take no bettey Courſe, nor any that is o 
£o0d, 
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SERMON KI. 
Luke xvi. xxx1. 


And he ſaid unto him, If they hear 
ot Moſes and the Prophets, neither 
will they be perſwaded, tho one roſe from 
the Dead. 
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Aving conſider'd the Rich Mar's Reply 
H to Abrabam's firſ Anſwer in the fore- 
oing Verſe, I come now to Abrabam's final 
; = in theſe Words; He had told him 
before, that the ſending of Lazarus was wn- 
xeceſſary, becauſe they had Adoſes and the 
Prophets, whom they might hear; v. 29. 
Here he alſo lets him know that it would be 
leſs afful to his Brethren, if it were gran- 
ted ; for he entertain'd a miſtaken Opinion 
of its Succeſs, and was deceiv'd in what he 
aſſerted Þ gewoy about their Repentance, 
And he ſaid unto him, &Cc. 

In which laſt” Words upon this Subject, 
we have two Parts, a Suppoſition and a Con- 
cluſion from it, 1. A Suppoſition ;, [" If they 
bear not Moſes and the Prophets 7] i. e. if they 
will not do, asI have already ſuggeſted and 1 
. vid, 
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they have ſo much Reaſon to valye and ih 
proyez there is little difference between their 
Caſe 'and yours, They indeed are yet on 
Earth, and you in Heil, but their Condition 
is deſperate and hopeleſs, and the Life which 
they are now living. in the Fleſh, will iſſug 
as yours hath done. Abrabam does not ſay, 

whether they would" bear or not, for he leaves 
that ſtill doubtful and undecided ( as the E- 
wents of our Miniſtry are to us for the preſent, 
with Reference to them that are fitting un- 
der it ) but he clearly intimates what their 
End muſt needs be, if they always refuſe to 
hear. 2. The Concluſion from this Suppoſiti- 
on ; [ Neither will they be perſwaded, tho one 
ro t from the Dead. } Our ford ſays, that if 
the mighty Works which were done in Chorazin 
and Bethiaida, bad been done in Tyre and St- - 
don, they would have repented long before in 
Sackcloth and Aſhes, Mat. 11. 21, But if La- 
Zarus or any other were: ſent from the Dead 
to Preach to unconverted Sinners that har- 
den'd themſelves agaialt the ſtated Preaching 
of the Goſpel by Living Xen, it would have 
no ſaving Effet} upon them, nor conduce to 
their ſound Converſion ;, it would never pre- 
vall with them to quit their Luſts, and return 
heartily to God, They who twrz God's or- 
digary Meſſengers behind them ( as Jehu did 
Joram's, 
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Joram?s, 2 Kings 9. 18, 19. ) will never be 
brought to ſet their Fares towards Sion, as 
d do, by this more wnlikely Means. 

er probability Men" may a d 

in this Way and Method above the other, 
they do but flatter themſelves with a falſe 
Notion ; the Rich Mar's Brethren would have 
remain'd really as far from the Kingdom of 
God, and in as much danger of Damnation 
as they then were, tho be had been ſuffer'd 


Bot his extravagant - Requeſt for 


Obſ. Where the daily Miniſtry of the Word 
works mot, the ſending of one from "the 
Dead would be fruitleſs alſo, and avail 
nothing. Here 


Firſt, Shew, how unavailable the ſending 
of one from the Dead would be. 

Secondly, What are the Reaſons of its be- 
ing fo. 

Thirdly, Wherein it appears Inferior to the 
Miniſtry of the Word, and not to be com- 
pared with it. | 

Fourthly, The US EF. 


Firſt, To ſhew in general, how «navaila- 
ble and fruitleſs the ſending of a Preacher from 
the Dead to a ſinful World would be. There 
are ſeveral Evidences of this, which put to- 
gether, = ſufficiently Confirm and Aſſure it 
to us. As 


1, There 


& 


JE: C 273 ) 


1, There have been Perſons raiſed from 
the Dead, who have wrought nothing upon 
_ngoaly Slanges by their Revival. When Jo» 
ram, that wicked King of 1frael, was enqui- 
ring of Gebazz, concerning the great things 
which his Maſter Ehſba had done, the Shu- 
namite and her So» whom the Prophet had 
reſtor'd to Life, very providentially* preſent- 
ed themſelves before the King, 2 Kings 8. 
> ho 6. Which, tho it extorted ove Ad of 
Th ice from him at that Time. yet we do 
not find, that it \made any Reformation 
in his Courſe of Life, When Lazarus was 
raiſed from the Dead by Chriſt, the Chief 
Prieſts were ſo far from being Converted by 
that Miracle ( tho they were Convinc't of ir, 
John 11. 47. ) that they conſulted how to put 
bim to Death, becauſe that others believed on 
Jeſus by Reaſon of him, Jobn 12. 10, 11. 
There were others alſo, whom our Lord 
rais'd up, in the Days of his Fleſh, as the 
Widow's Son at Naim, and the Daughter of 
Jairus, the Ruler of the Synagozue, &c. Ma- 
ny that aroſe and came and. appear'd in the 
Holy City after his Expiration on the Croſs, 
Mat. 27. 52,53. And yet all theſe contri- 
buted nothing to the Cure of that People's 
ſtubborn Infidelity. Above all, Chriſt himſelf 
roſe from the Dead ; and tho he did not ſhew 
himſelf openly to all the People, but to a ſele(? 
number of Witneſſes, AQts 10,41. Yet the 
number was conſiderable, for he was ſeen of 
above five bundred Brethren at once, of __ 
the 
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the: greater part were alive and remain?d, more 
than twenty Years after, 1 Cor. 15, 6. And 
"ris manifeſt, that his Enemies were perſwa- 
ded of the 'Truth of his Reſurre@ion, and 
therefore invented 'a Jye to ſmother it, Mat. 
28. 13. But inſtead of embracing bis Dofrine 
afterwards upon this account, they perſecu- 
ted bis Apoſtles moſt maliciouſly, for publiſh- 
ing of « to the World. | 
2. who are Dead, tho they be not 
raiſed, do loudly ſpeat to us: It is ſaid par- 
Fog, of 2 a Ri Ne Ge the 
Martyr 10 the Wor t berg Dead, 
be yet ſpeaketh, Heb. 11. 4. [ For this Verſion 
feers more proper, than that he is yet ſpoker 
z ) As the Poice of bis Blood cried to God 
om the Ground, when it was newly ſhed, 1o 
his Blood hath a very /agnificant and intelligi- 
ble Voice with reſpect to «s ſtill. Abel to 
this Day by his -«ntimely Death ſpeaks to 
Saints, what barbarous Enmity they muſt 
look for from «reaſonable Men; and he ſpeaks 
to thoſe, who like his Brother Cain, are of 
the Wicked One, what Vengeance and Wrath 
they muſt look for from a Juſt and Holy God ; 
and this is a Language and Speech which may 
as well be underſtood, as it he were now a- 
live to utter it with his ow!» Month ; like the 
Writing which Elijah left behind him to be 
produc'd and deliver'd afrer his Tranſlation 
into Heaven, 2 Chron. 21. 12. The ſweet 
Experiences of God's deceaſed Servants, Which 
teſtifie their gracious acceptance with him, call 
to us to make the ſame Trial and Proof of Re- 
ligion 
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gion which they have done. Their Works 
which ( like of the Yertuous Woman, 
Prov. 31. wlt. ) Pragſe them in the Gates, do 


naturally provoke and ſtir up us to Imitation, 


as much as if we heard them expreſly fayin 
Be followers of us, and deſerve as much th be 
regarded. 

3. We have ſeen others going to the Dead, 
when God hath been ſtripping them. of the 
Body, as Moſes did Aaton of his Garments 
ypon the Mount, ( Numb. 20, 28, ) It-is pro- 
bable that ſeveral gf us have been Spe@&ators 
of ſome in their lg ents, when they have 
been paſſing to Eternity, and bis a ſtep be- 
twixt them and it. We have beheld them 
ſetting, which is next Degree to a converſing 
with them riſen again; and what Advantage 

Ve we ever gotten by this, unleſs the Word 
alſo hath take» hold of us? Perhaps we have 
ſeen both ſorts, good and bad Men, upon 
the immediate border of the World to come, 
and if fo, we cannot but have likewiſe ſeen 
a manifeſt difference in their ſeveral depar- 
tures. If we have mark't the end of the Perfet# 
and Upright Man, that hath been Peace ; 
Pſalm 37. 37. But how contrary hath the 
end of the Hypocrite or the Prophane been ? 
The one hath had ( like Stephen ) the Hea- 
vens opew'd, and the other hath had a view 
of Hell naked before him ;, one hath rejoyc'd im 
the Hope of approaching Glory, the other hath 
left this World in the feartul Expectation of 
endleſs Miſery. It cannot be denied, that 
ſuch a differgnce often is ; and yet my 
who 
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who. have had the Opyert ty of ſeeing. it, 
beve nevertheleſs liv” 1+ 8 in their Sin? 
er it. ; 
4.\ It. is alſo likely that we have been 5# 
Deaths many tines owr ſelves ; like 1ſaat, 
who. was .recery'd by Abraham, in a manner, 
from the Dead, Heb. 11. t9. "It is no uncom- 
mon:thing for. Perſons to bave the . Sentence of 
Death in themſelves, and yet to outlive it'; to 
be in David's Caſe, when the, Sorrows of Death 
ed bim ( Pſalm 116. 3.) And yet to 

break through them ; to be in Hezekiab's 
who reckorw'd that he was depriz/d of the reſidue 
of bis Tears, and ſhould then go down to the 
Gates of the Grave, ( Iſa. 38. 10. ) And yet 
to recover and come wp again. Thouſands 
have been reduc'd by pining Sickneſs to ſuch 
great Extremities, that the Pit was ready to 
take them in, and ſhut it's Mouth «pon them, 
who by a marvellous and unthought of Deli- ' 
verance, have obtain'd a kind of new Life ; 
and yet that new Life hath been as ſha - 
ly miſpent and abuſed as the former, if not a 
great deal worſe. How little Fruit is gene- 
rally to be ſeen of Men's /ick-bed Repentings ? 
How frequently do they return to their Folly, 
aſſoon as they -ariſe from their Beds of Lan- 
ghiſhing *? What numerous Inſtances have 
there been of ſuch, as have made themſelves 
tnofold more the Children of Hell, than they 
were before? Whoſe freſh relapſes into their 
old Sins have had more dreadful Symptoms 
than their firſt wickedneſs was attended with * 
As ſome MalefaGors, who have been ou 
ck 


. 
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back from the Gallows, where they lookt Death 
in the Face, have after this exceeded all the 
Villanies of their paſt Lives. 


Secondly, What are the particular Reaſons, 
why the ſending of one from the Dead ſhould 
be thus ineffe&ual ? Anſ. In three things. 


1, There would be. invincible Difficulties 
and Objedions againſt the Credit of ſuch a 
Meſſenger. If any one ſhould come and teſti- 
fie ( as was deſired here) what Teſtimomals 
could: he bring, that might not be ſcrupled 
and cal d into Queſtion? How ſhould we 
know, that he is not a falſe Witneſs, or that 
it is not a cheat, and an impoſture, and - Cun- 
ning Artifice to enſnare and beguile us? Tho 
it may be true, how ſhall we be fully ſatisfied 
that it is o? And beſides, Sinners who are 
Mad their Luſts, will not be very eaſie 
to receive Satisfa&ion ; whatever ſerious Meſ- 
ſages are brought, ap. Cop ſeem ( like the 
Words of the Women came from the Se- 
pulchre, to the Apoſtles, Luke 24. 11.) as idle 
Tales, not fit to be believ'd. When Lot told 
his Sons in Law of Sodom's intended and ap- 
proaching Deſtru&ion, he was to them, but 
as one that mocked, like a Man i» Sport, and 
in Jeſt, and ſo they took no more notice of 
it, Gen, 19.14. Thus, if a Nancio from the 
other World ſhould appear to a Compan 
of Jolly Sinners in the midſt of their Excel- 
ſes, they would be ready to deride him ; if 
Lazarus had been ſent _ the Rich Mar 

re- 


of -g8, d th 
ed, would they not (do you think ) 
| lidve been _ to cry out, with thoſe Jews, 
John. 9. 29. We know that God ſpake to Moſes, 
but as for this Fellow, we know not from whence 
be is ? He brings upan evil Report ( as one 
expreſſes it ) of our Deccaſed Brother, raiſes 
a ſcandal on our Family, and therefore is fit- 
ter to be puiſht, than hearken'd to! - 

2, Apparitions of the Dead, tho they might 
poſſibly work upon the Paſon of Fear, would 
not alter the Frame and Temper of the Soud, 
It may be, they would ſcare and affright the 
weak and the tmmoroxs, who are not {© impn- 
= and f rem 'y rr as ro reſt ; but w— n 

is, to the rerewmg and transforming '0 
hed, and tttrning the Bias of the Will ? 
When the Angel deſcended from Heaven, 
and fat upon the Stone at the Door of Chris 
Sepulchre, it is faid indeed, that the Keepers 
ſhook, and became as Dead Men; Mat. 28. 4. 
But did this make them new Creatures? Did 
it put another Spirit within them, or render 
them Proſelites to our living Redeemer ? We 
read of no ſuch Effe. So when Herod heard 
of the Fame 'of Jeſas, and what he did, he 
was perplexed, becauſe it was ſaid of ſome, that 
John was riſen from the Dead, i. &. the Bap- 
tift, whom he had beheaded, Luke 9. 7, This 
ſtruck Terror and Confuſion into him, bur it 
wrought no amenthment, The moſt ſenſible 
and ſtartling Evidences of the Wrath of God 
tho they might Create ſome Diſturbance, and 
hinder that quiet repoſe which Sinners are 
wont to take, when they are let alone, _ 
Wi 
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will leave them as utter Strangers as ever to 
the Grace of God in Truth ;, they who are n- 
juſt, will be «jxſt ſtill, and the Dominion of 
Sm will continue undeſtroyed. 

3. Thoſe Impreſſions which are made, and 
thoſe Effefts which are produced at fir by 
ſuch Means, will quiclly wamſh and wear a- 
way. A ſettled Jaſfting Change ( without 
which there can be no Salvation ) is always 
built upon other grounds, If Men be awa- 
kerd a little for the preſent by Fears of 
Wrath ( like Felix with a Diſcourſe of Fu- 
ture Judgment ) thoſe trembling Fits go off a- 
gain, as the early Dew, which is gone aſſoon 
as the Sun ariſes with burning Heat. Frightful 

es are but ſhort and tran/zert Thin 

which a ſeared Conſcience will ſoon Free it ſelf 
from, and the next pleaſing Temptations will 
totally aboliſh, The Sinners in Zion are 4a- 
fraid often, Iſa. 33. 14. And yet ſtill want 
that Principle of godly Fear, which ſhould pre- 
vent their departing from God, and promote 
their departing from Ew1l ; one is the Fruit of 
the Everlaſting Covenant, Jerem. 32. 40. 
- The other 1s only the Produ& of ſome oc- 
caſional temporary Amazement. If a Meſſen- 
ger from the Dead ſhould give Men an A4- 
larm at his firſt Coming, yet when he had 
deliver'd his Errand, and retir'd again, they 
would ſoon forget what had moſt affected 
them ; and if this Method were repeated, and 
the like Meſſengers ſent one after another to 
the ſame purpoſe, they would grow by de- 
grecs Famnliar, and at length Contemptible. 

N 2 Thirdly, 
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_ - Thirdly, Wherein it appears, that the ſend» 
ing-of one from the Dead, is Inferior to the 
Miniſtry of the Word, and not' worthy to be 
compared with it. Conſider 


. 1, There. is nothing that can be ſaid by 
the moſt extraordinary Perſon whom you can 
ſuppoſe, deſerving of any regard, unleſs it 
be according to this Word ;, and therefore *tis a 
vain thing to;/eck to the Dead, when the fi- 
nal Reference muſt be to the Law and to the Te- 
ſtimony, Ia. 8. 19, 20, All muſt be tryed 
and determin'd by this Rwle, and brought to 
this Standard. If a glorified Saint were to 
come down upon Earth, and deliver any 
thing which is not warranted by the Scrip- 
ture, we mult bid Defiance to him. Such a 
Temptation can never a&ually bappen ( be- 
cauſe they Reverence to the Word and it's 
Divine Author never faileth ) but the. Apo- 
ſtle puts the Caſe as high, if not higher, Gal. 
i. 8, Tho an Angel from Heaven ſhould preach 
any other Goſpel to you, let bim be ( Anathe- 
ma, or) accurſed. And to add an Empha- 
ſis to it, he ſays it again, wer. 9. If any one, 
( for ſo it ought to-be read, and not, If any 
Man ) preach any other Goſpel, &c. Of what 
rank-or order of Creatures {oever he be, if he 
vary from this Canon, both he and his Do- 
arine are to be abhorred. 

2, The Miniſtry of the Word is the ap- 
pointed Means for the Converſion of Sinners, 
whereas ſuch appearances of the Dead ate . 

| nor, 


| 
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not. Divine Inſtitution gives a vertue and 
force to things which would be worthleſs 
and i*wvakd without it ; as "_ and Spittle 


in the Hand of Chriſt was a ſucceſsful Oint- 
ment to the Blind. Thus it pleaſes God by the 
fooliſhneſs of Preaching to ſave them that be- 
heve, 1 Cor.1.21. And the Goſpel is the 
Power of God to Salvation to every one that be- 
keveth, Rom, 1. 16. It is faid to be able to 
ſave our Souls, James 1. 21. Becauſe ordain'd 
by God to ſuch an End, and on that ſcore ac- 
companied with his Bleſſing. All our Mini- 
ſtrations would be but beating the Ar, if it 
were not ſo; the Weapons of our Warfare are 
therefore mighty, becauſe God employs vs, 
and is with us. Knowing the Terror of the 
Lord, we perſwade Men ;, 2 Cor. 5. 11. We 
therefore perſwade thoſe, whom a Preacher 
from the Dead would not perſwade. The plit- 
tering Arms of a Saint in Light would do leſs 
Execution than this Conſecrated Sward of the 
Sprrit. 

3. The Written Word hath an excellency in 
it beyond any Yiſion or Yoice from Heaven. 
The Yoice which the Apoſtles beard in the 
Mount where Chriſt was transfigur'd, is re- 
preſented as leſs valuable than this ſurer Word 
of Propheſie, 2 Pet. 1. 18, 19. It is far eaſier 
to counterfeit ſuch things, than theſs l:vely O- 
racles which are given to us. There would be 
danger in truſting to them alone, but the 
Scripture is to be believ'd for its own ſake, and 
is worthy of all Acceptation, if we conſider 0n- 
ly the Arguments which are drawn and ga- 
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rd from # /elf; for it plainly manifeſts it 
"to be from Ces by its ow internal Light, 
and contains all that Evidence of the Truth 
and Authority of God, which Divine Faith is 
to reſt upon. We are ſure, that theſe are 
faithful Sayings, and that we run no hazard 
of being deceived by them. Yiſzons and Voices 
at the beſt, are not of a permanent abiding 
Nature; they are ſeen or heard, and then 
paſs away; but the Word of God endures for 
ever, and this is the Word which by the Goſpel is 
preacht unto us, 1. Pet. 1. alt. 

4. The Goſpel, as it is the Word of Chrift, 
is much more to be eſteen'd, than what any 
Saint from the Dead is capable of ſpeaking ; 
for there is no Compariſon between the Per- 
ſons, Him and Lazarns, or any other Be- 
liever, The regiſter'd Word of Salvation is 
that which firſt begun to be ſpoken by the Lord, 
and was afterwards confirmed to us by them 
that beard hymn, Heb. 2.3. We areto conſi- 
der bim, as the Apoſtle and High Prieſt of our 
Profeſſion, the great Prophet whom God bath 
raiſed up,*to whom we are to hearken in his 
Execution of that Office to this Day. He that 
once ſpake on Earth, does ſtill ſpeak from Hea- 
ven, and there is no-eſcaping for thoſe that 
turn away from bim, Heb. 12.25. He came 
from above, and is unqueſtionably above all, 
John 3. 31. There is not an Argel or Saint 
in Glory fit to be matcht with him. He is 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, they are but as Stars 
in bis Hand. Me is the exalted Head of the 
Church, they never were more than Servants 
to 
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to it. He is the firſt-born of Creature 
Col. 1. 15. And therefore may juſtly chal- 
lenge - infinitely more obſerwance and reſpet? 
from us, than the beſt of Creatures can. 

- The perſonal Miniſtry of our Lord him- 
rag if it were to be enjoy'd again, would be 

wcceſsful, where the written Word hath 
no . If Jeſus Chriſt were to leave his 
Father's Throne where he now fits, and to 
come down a ſecond time upon the Earth, 
Men would fleight and diſregard him, unleſs 
they were prevail'd upon to hearken to thoſe 
that wrote of bim. This 1s the very Reaſon 
which he gave of the Infidelity of the Jers, 
when he was Converſant among them, that 
they did not truly receive the Teſtimony of 
Moſes ( whom they pretended to truſt in ) 
concerning him, YJobn 5. 46, 47. Had you 
believed Moſes, you would bave believed 'me ;, 
but if you believe not bis Writings, bow ſhall you 
believe my Words? The ſame Reaſon would 
hold, and be of the ſame force, tho he were 
to make another Trial, by a repeated Mani- 
feſtation in the Fleſh, and Preaching of his 
own Goſpel. They who believe not what is 
recorded in the Scripture of him, would not 
believe any verbal Meſſage that ſhould ' be 
brought by him. The Incarnate Word would 
certainly be deſpis'd by the Contemners of the 
Written. 


Fourthly, The USE. 


I. Information. 1, They that have the 
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lieft' Ser:ſt of unſeen things, are not able to 
rmiprixt it upon any beſide themſelves. If the 


© Dead could communicate what they hnow, to 


the Livmg, yet it would not affe& the one as 
it does the other. | Deſtrudion and Death hear 
of Wiſdom's Fame, but yet the worth of it is bid 
from the Eyes of thoſe that are alive, Job 28, 
21,22. Tho the Inhabitants of the Inviſible 
World conld «ttey all that they ſee and feel 

to Men that are here below, -yet they could 
was? Fra any tight or warmth intothem ; Con- 
verſation with a flaming Seraphim would leave 
Men as da and cold as ever. Therefore the 
Children of God muſt not think it ſtrange, 
that the Children of this World will not be 
brought to run with them in the Way of 
Go@s Commands, except they could make 0- 
thers comprehend what they do. 2. Men that 
are in their Sins, have a great deal of ſtubborn- 


neſs in their Tempers. As Aaron ſaid to Mo-_ 


ſes concerning the JIſraclites, "Exod: 32. 224 
Thou” knoweſt. the People, that they - are ſet on 


- Miſchief; which was a real Truth, tho it did 


not excuſe his Acceſſion uo their /dolatry. It 


4s very hard to withdraw Sinners from therr pur- 


poſe, tho yan acquaint them with the Miſeries 


-which will follow upon it; as the People re- 
[fuſed to. obey the *YVorce of Samuel, and cryed, 


Nay, - but we will have a King over us, tho one 
would have thought, that he had ſaid enough 
to beat them off from deſiring ſuch a change 
of Government, 1 Sam. 8. 19. The Holy 
Ghoſt ſtiles Men in their natural State, Chil- 
dren of Diſobediexce, Eph. 2. 2. Unperſwada- 
ble 
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ble Perſons, as the Word ſignifies, being of 
the ſame Derivation with that in the Text. 
3. The Holy Scripture 1s without all contro- 
verſie a compleat and per fe Revelation, There 
is nothing New to be added by any one that 
cometh after. The whole Councel of God is de- 
clar'd, ſo far as Eternal Wiſdom thinks fit to 
diſcover it on this ſide of Heaven. God hath 
finiſhed what he intended, and fil'd up the 
Volume of this Book, that the Man of Gol may 
be perfet? by diligent Study, and Meditation 
init, 2 Tim. 3.17, There are no more [n- 
ſpired Authors to be lookt for ; the Divine 
Commandment is not in Heaven, that we ſhould 
ſay, who ſhall go up thither for us, and bring it 
to #5? Deut. 30. 12, Here is the Summ ofall 
that weare to know; and they who ſeek any 
further, can expect only to loſe themſelves, in 
the finding of ſome falſe Lipht, deſignedly kin- 
died by the Devil, and righteouſly permitted 
for their Puniſhment by God. 4. The Preach- 
mg of the Word is God's laſt Remedy ;, and they 
that are not recover'd by ths, mult periſh 
without Remedy. There are no Perſons in ſuch 
dreadful Circumſtances, as they that we un- 
der the ſound of the Goſpel unreclain#d ;, for if 
our Goſpel be hid, it is bid to them that are loſt, 
2 Cor. 4. 3. They muſt be finaty loft, whom 
this Word is not bleſ&t to ſave. There is no 
hope of a Soul being reſtor'd by other Means, 
when its Diſeaſe prevails againſt this ; ſuch as 
can bear hewing by the Prophets, without being 
cut to the Heart, have Iron Sinews that will 
try the Edge of all other Weapons. Yau 
may 


"RIO ooo nn weary 


ſ 186 ] 
may: look upon them as.Perſons, whom no 
Balm in Gilead can heal, and therefore giver: 
. over to Eternal Death. 

2. Exbortation. 1. Beware of receiving the 
Word of Grace in vain. Miniſters, as Workers 
together with God, beſeech you moſt importu- 
nately, that you would not ſo receve it, 
2 Cor. 6. 1. All will be vain, if this be fo; 
and v7 na conſider what you do, and how 
much upon I. not perſwa- 
being ro otge 20 have 0th hare wi 

uring, to bri me to bim ; WI 
be none rf fn them, but Meſſengers of 
Wrath, and ome of theſe will ſhortly fetc 
you away before his Tribunal, when you ſhall 
know to your coſt, how precious rejetted of- 
fers of Mercy are. 2. Do your Part in order 
to the continuance of the Word; which you can- 
not do, unleſs you give it due Entertainment, 
You help to drive it out of the Kingdom and 
Countrey where you are, if you do not re- 
cerve it mto your Hearts, Where the Goſpel 
hath no ſaving Work to do, it will be ſent a- 
way ; as was faid to Paul, Atts 22.18, Make 
baſt, and pet thee quickly out of Jeruſalem, for 
they will not receive thy Teſtimony concerning me, 
Let Moſes and the Prophets be fuch Welcome 
Gueſts to you, that ( as far as in you lies') 
you may encourage their ſtay here, till Chriſt's 
ſecond Coming, 3. Let not Cuſtom make that 
leſs profitable to you, which ought rather to 
mcreaſe your Profiting. It is matter of ſhame 
to us, that the freer courſe the Word hath, 
and the longer we enjoy it, we are _y 
ene 
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the more negligent and careleſs of it. Some 
are willing for. a Seaſon to rejoyce in that Light, 
which whea it hath ſ>i'd a while, they di 
eſteem and undervalue. The glad-tidings of 
war —_— _ _ ney 10N 2- 
 mong thoſe that never beard with 
ſuch as bave been bearing them many Tears ;, 
as God told the Prophet, that if he had been 
ſent to a ſtrange People, inſtead of the 

of Iſrael, they would bave bearker'd to him, 
Exek. 3: 5) 6. 4. Remember, that both 

who preach, and you who bear, mult in a little 
Time be both joyn'd to the Congregation of the 
Dead ;, and this will more influence you, than 
any one's riſang from the Dead can. The Pro- 
phets live not for ever, but the Breath which 
they ſpend in your Service, will be quickly 
Fopt ; the Time is haſtening, when all of you 
among whom we go Publiſhing the Kingdom 
of God now, ſhall ſee our Faces no more, till 
the end of the World, A&s 20. 25. We ſhall 
not declare God's loving Kindneſs m the Grave, 
nor bis faithfulneſs in Deſtrudtion, Pſalm 88. 11. 
And it cannot be long, before you arrive 
there your ſelves ;; therefore it greatly be- 
hoves you to make the beſt «ſe of our Labours, 
while you may, that after we have all quit- 
ted this Dying State, we may meet with Joy 
(and not with Grief ) in the general Reſurre- 
Gon. 

Thus by God's gracious Aſſiſtance, I am 
come to the Cloſe of theſe Diſcourſes; God 
and your own Hearts know, how far they have 
been indeed ſerviceable or helpful to you. 
Heaven 
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Heaven and Hell have here been ſet before you ; 
the Portion of the Happy Beggar, mol the 
Aiſerable Rich Man ;, and I do once more ſo- 
lemnly urge you to make your ſpeedy Choice. 
If you have gotten any good by all that hath 
been ſaid, it will -be ſeen by your unfeigned 
Faith in Chriſt, and by the genuine Fruits of 
that Faith in! an Holy Converſation ;, for every 
 one+that bath heard and learned of the Father 
( which is the ovly Hearing and Learning to 
any Purpoſe.) cometh to Chriſt, and wg 
verr'd by him, Job» 6, 45. What therefore 
ſhall we fay at laſt to him that ſends us ? 
What a bleſſed Thing would it be, if Hear- 
ers and Readers would give us Cauſe to ſay, 
we have perſwaded and prors alſo ! If we 
could but carry back ſuch a good _— CON 
cerning you, as the Words which Moles returne 
ed to. the Lord, Exod. 19. 8. When all the Peo- 
bp org togetber and ſaid, All that the Lord 
ſpoken, we will do ! Oh that there were gu 
Heart im us to reſolve and practiſe according» 
ly ! That every one might uprightly ſay, I 
am not only almoſt but altogetber per ſwaded, 


to be in Reality, as well as in Name, a Chri- 
ftian, and as ſuch, henceforth, to hve and dye 
wita the Lord ! 


Amen, 
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